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Wallace and Wiley 

Trevor Wallace's The 
Ultra Secret is likely to re
main that way for this year. 
The $8,000,000 production 
about the breaking of Ger
many's unbreakable code 
during World War II has 
bogged down for lack of 
funding. How much would 
have been done in Vancouver, 
how much in England, de
pended on where the 
majority of finance was 
found. Wallace meanwhile 
is launching Journey Into 
Fear in Minneapolis, and 
cooking up another venture 
or two for production this 
year. 

Regardless of the lack 
of feature film inducement 
in British Columbia, awards 
for documentary film are 
being chalked up regularly. 
Among the latest is that 
for Bill Wiley, producer, 
director, cameraman with 
the Provincial Department 
of Travel-Industry. Bill 
received first prize from 
the Industrial Photography 
Magazine of New York in 
international competition. 
The Award was given in 
the Angenieux Advertizing 
Sales category in respect 
to creative cinematography, 
and Best Film in the festi
val. The film is titled Be
cause It's Home, and is a 
travel-documentary on life 
in the Queen Charlotte Is
lands of B.C. The Editor 
was Peter Van Uum, nar
rator Bill Barringer.with 
Bob Buckley composing the 
score. 

J a c k A m m o n 

New Lab in 
Vancouver 

Action Film Services has 
opened up for business in 
Vancouver at 535 W. Geor
gia Street. The lab is the 
brainchild of the former 
quality control chemist and 
the former head processor 
from Alpha Cine Services 
Ltd. The lab will process 

and workprint film only in 
its initial stage. John Dar-
gel, one of the partners, 
stresses the importance of 
accessibility and face to face 
availability of the lab owners, 
thereby insuring the cus
tomer direct contact with 
those doing the work. He 
also feels that Action will 
only grow if it gives satis
factory performance, so that 
they are extremely cons
cious of giving good quality 
work. The lab is planning 
an open house for potential 
customers in the fall. One 
producer has already com
mented that the new lab ac
tually gives "dailies" on a 
daily basis. The two part

ners in Action want to make 
it clear that there is no one 
"behind" them, and they are 
the owners and investors 
in the company, although 
they have had offers from 
investors. They also anti
cipate planning growth ac
cording to volume, with a 
maximum staff of seven. 
They stressed the importance 
of keeping things on a per
sonal level, so that a heal
thy work atmosphere will 
always be maintained. New 
employees will also be 
given shares in the lab as 
well. 

Peter Bryant 

THE PRAIRIES 
General News 

Local filmmaker Leonard 
Yakir is off to the Locarno 
film festival, with his film, 
The Mourning Suit, under 
his arm. The film was the 
first in the city to go last 
fall under the CFDC's low-
budget program (pp. 38-40). 

On the political front, 
there's a new film organ
ization that has been formed. 
The Manitoba Film Pro
ducers Association, headed 
by interim chairman Gunter 
Henning of Western Films, 
plans to represent the com
mercial houses in town as 
a political/production lobby. 
The group was necessitated 
by the Manitoba Government's 
schizoid film policy. One 
government organization will 
come out with suggestions to 
improve the filmmakers lot 
and simultaneously another 
department will tax the 
houses out of business. The 
current point of contention 
involves the government's 
re-evaluation of the sales 
tax on film productions. The 
previous assessment was 
based on a fixed cost per 
finished foot of film. How
ever, the government plans 

to change that to a 5% tax 
on the overall production. 
Another Canadian first. 

Historically, it's been 
very difficult to entice com
panies to consider film as 
part of their sales profile. 
The government had been 
informed of this and has 
previously recognized this 
as fact. But from all indi
cations the problems of 
coordinating all departments 
into a unified stand is un
likely as in last year's 
amusement tax fiasco. 

The Winnipeg Film Group, 
Manitoba Theatre Workshop 
and the National Film Board 
are hard at work preparing 
for a weekend of seminars 
and workshops on film and 
theatre. The event will take 
place from September 19 
to 21, 1975. The plan is to 
familiarize theatre people 
with the elements of film 
technique and to get film 
people in touch with dra
matic concepts. Hopefully, 
it will provide a common 
ground for both areas to 
develop contacts for further 
work together and a con
tinuing workshop program 
of mutual benefit. 

Resource people attending 

the event include John Howe, 
NFB director of Why Rock 
the Boat, Vladimir Valenta, 
actor and writer, Eddie 
Gilbert, former artistic 
director of the national 
Manitoba Theatre Centre and 
an as-yet unnamed film 
director. 

In Production 

Since the last column a 
number of films have been 
shot in and around the city. 
Perhaps the most curious 
is a low-budget, non-CFDC 
feature entitled. The Melt
ing Pot. The film was shot 
in April and May under the 
direction of Deke Miles, 
an American import. The 
film was totally financed in 
Winnipeg and apart from 
two actors and three crew 
members involved all local 
people, most of whom had 
no prior film experience. 
The story is about the Win
nipeg Flood of 1950 and 
might best be labeled a 
youth-exploitation film. 

CKY-TV, the local CTV 
affiliate wound up production 
recently on their Famous 
Canadian Crimes series. 
The station had previously 
produced the Canadian West 
series now in syndication. 
The new series focuses on 
interesting cases from fraud 
to ritual murder. It will run 
13 weeks in the fall locally. 
This locally produced, cast 
and crewed production was 
headed by Ian Murray. 

Aspar to f theNFB's 
training program for new 
directors, their French 
unit shot a dramatic short 
in St. Boniface this summer. 
The new director was 
Marcel Coulette. The film 
was crewed from Montreal 
but involved all local actors. 

Winnipeg animators are 
again busy preparing for 
the upcoming season of 
Sesame Street. Rich Condie, 
Nancy Edell, Willie Ahrens, 
Brad Caslor's Credo Group 
and others are all slated 
to provide segments. The 
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Credo Group is also finish
ing two commercials for the 
Department of Consumer and 
Corporate Affairs. 

The Winnipeg Film Group 
has found itself swamped 
with a number of films. 
Dale Amundson is complet
ing work on his film Onus 
II, a sequel to Onus I 
(surprise!). As well, Nancy 
Edell and Joanne Jackson 
Johnson are heavily into 
the editing of their film on 
the Children's House of 
Winnipeg, The Children's 
House is a progressive 
school and the film promises 
to be a fascinating document 
on alternative forms of 
education. 

In July, the Group under
took its most ambitious 
project to date. For three 
days nineteen group mem
bers under the command 
of Major David Cherniack 
and Admiral Leon Johnson 
faced rain and wind to re
cord the Winnipeg Interna
tional Folk Festival at 
Bird's Hill Park. Three 
units brought back 5 hours 
of film covering perform
ances, workshops and gen
eral craziness. The massive 
job of editing this material 
down will commence in the 
next two weeks. 

In the Works 

Three WFG members 
are currently preparing 
films for the NFB's region
al production office. The 
three members are Vesna 
Cherniack, Bob Lower and 
Rich Condie. 

Vesna's project will focus 
on the work of Winnipeg's 
Contemporary Dancers. 
Bob Lower's film involves 
the Winnipeg General Strike 
of 1919 and the growth of 
the Labor Movement in 
Western Canada. Bob has 
been going blind searching 
for archival material to in
clude in his film. The final 
film will be Rich Condie's 
look at a 19th Century 
'funny' money scheme a la 
Vesco which occurred in 
France. No on% including 
Rich, seems quite capable 
of describing the project 
to anyone's satisfaction. 
But we're quite certain it 
will be terrific. 

Finally, two fiction 
scripts are being developed 
for possible Film Group 
production. Sarah Yates 
and Len Klady are into the 
first re-write of Mistaken 
Identities and David Cher
niack has been busy out
lining the still unnamed 
story of three days of a 
street person. 

Len Klady 
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