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Dansereau wraps fictional pic in Quebec City 
MONTREAL - Several low-bud
get features have been shot this 
year throughout Quebec; Jean-
Pierre Lefebvre and Marguerite 
Duparc have each wrapped one 
in Bedford, Anne-Claire Poirier 
finished La quarantaine in St-
Hyacinthe, while Yves Simon-
eau {Les yeux rouges} and Fer-
nand Dansereau [Les doux 
aveu,icl have used Quebec City 
as the site of their films. 

Dansereau, who won a Ca
nadian Film Award several 
years ago as one of Canada's 
outstanding filmmakers, has 
completed Les doux aveux, a 
theatrical feature starring Mar
cel Sabourin and Helene Loi-
selle. For Dansereau, known 
primarily for his work at the 
National Film Board in docu
mentary, and his many labor 
films made in conjunction with 

community groups, his film is a 
departure. 

"It had been four years since 
I had directed a film. 1 began to 
work on an idea with the young 
people in the company, and 
slowly, a "personage' began to 
grow and develop. It was an 
old woman, based on my grand
mother, and we decided to go 
ahead and work on a scenario, 
putting older people and ado
lescents together." With obvi
ous enthusiasm for the film, 
Dansereau received backing 
from the Institut Quebecois du 
Cinema and the Canadian Film 
Development Corp and found 
a single investor who was ready 
to put up the remaining $88,000. 

"We were limited by the 
$368,000 budget, but the shoot 
was far from impossible. We 
shot it in 22 days, paid union 

fees for a 23-member crew, and 
had four first-rate actors in lead
ing roles, wrote music and the 
rest. I don't understand why 
filmmaking has got so expen
sive these days; we would have 
been very comfortable with a 
budget of $500,000." 

After years of making films 
tailored to the requirements of 
the NFB, or with groups, Dans-

. ereau eventually felt a certain 
freedom in dealing with fiction. 
"The documentary tradition 
runs deep, and Helene Loiselle 
pointed out at the beginning of 
the shoot that I was simply 
asking her to play herself, not 
really to develop a character. 
We soon got free and began to 
use our imaginations in ways 
that were new for me. I hope 
that this film will communicate 
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