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Special dossier on the Canadian Film Industry, 1939-53, 
compiled by guest editor Peter Morris for the Film 
Studies Association of Canada in conjunction with 
Cinema Canada 
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-~ CANADlAN FILM ~ TELEVISIONASSOClATION 
ASSOClATION CANADI EN N E DE CI N EMA -TELEVISION 

SPEAKING UP FOR THE CANADIAN FILM INDUSTRY 

Telegram to : 

Th e Hon . David MacDonald M.P. 
Secre tary of State and 
Minister of Communications, 
House of Commons, Ottawa. 

A unique opportunity now ex ists to free enterprise and initiative in the film and telev ision industry in Canada 
through cultura l and communications policy measures. Canadian ta lent and creat ivity wil l be stimulated by your 
decisions of the next few month s, o r, as in the past, will drift away in search of appreciatio n elsewhere, There 
is no better way to bring thi s country together than by exposing Canadian audiences to the very best of Cana
dian artistic and cu ltural ex press ion. Performers need access to th eir publ ic. Give exce llence a chance to surface. 

To th is end, we urge immediate consideration of the foll owing po licy proposals: 
1. The Canadian Broadcas ting Corporat ion is our central cultural institution . Make it the showp lace of Canada 
by encouraging creative competition in ta lent and ideas. The sures t way to effect thi s is to put teeth into AI 
Johnson's commitm ent "to increase the use of independent production compan ies and of Canad ian feature 
fi lms over the next few years." CRTC endorses thi s strategy. Set an immediate quota of $50 mi llion ri sing 
to 30 percent of programming funds during th is license peri od for acquisition of qu ality independently pro
du ced programs. 
2. Th e National Fil m Board is fa iling. Recon stitute it as a graduate film school and funding source for ex
cel lence and innova ti on o pen to all. Institute a policy that all fi lm and audio-video work sponso red by govem
ment departm ents be produced by outside companies, as is th e pract ice with the bulk of a ll o the r government 
contracting. Su ggest majo r (and long overdue) rev iew of National Film Act to ref lect these po lic ie s. 
3. Capital Cost Al lowance regulati ons are producing a surge in feature fi lm activity. To ensure development 
of Canadian subjects, expand prov isions to inc lude tax deferral re: bona f ide script and deve lopment invest
ment, allow two-yea r· productio n schedule for prin cipal ph otography and adapt regul at ions fo r greater ap
plicabil ity to te levision ser ies, ed ucational and other audi o-v id eo production . 
4. We hearti ly endorse and encourage po licy direct ion recently adopted by th e Canadian Fil m Development 
Corporat ion away h om equity f inancing into script deve lopment, packaging and brid ge- financing with pri vate 
sector sharing ri sks. 
5. We en dor·se yo ur wish to license Pay Telev ision in Canada give n involvement by independ ent producers 
in th e shap ing of this po li cy to ensure Canadian ta lent is a major beneficiary. 
6 . We recommend examin atio n of a 'blocked fund s' diversion poli cy in lieu of with ho lding tax at th e dis
tributor leve l (rather than a quota o r levy) for entertainment film renta ls allowing such monies to be re invest
ed in Canadian pf"Od uctions of the distributors' cho ice . 

Th ese six policy ini tiatives are intended to minimi ze gove rnmental interference, render effic ient those govern
mental financ ial support syste ms that are needed , open up bureaucratized pub lic secto r operations to genuine 
creative co mpetiti on, spr·ead ri sks with the pri vate sec tor, in crease jobs, expand ex por ts and permit the arts to 
gr·ow - and hence become more se lf-suffic ient. 

CFTA is the repre se ntat ive vo ice of th e independent sector of the fi lm and telev ision indu stry in Canada. We 
urge an early meeting with our Assoc iat ion an d with our co ll eagues in L'assoc iation des producteurs du fi lm de 
Quebec to discuss th e above agenda. 

Passed by th e Boa rd of Direc tors, Canadian Film and Television Association, 7th June , 1979 . 



hat' s ,",$B~i:ng 
Pa he'. It just oes atFgood news really does travel fast in an industry~ 
where you have to produce - or else. 
And that's a cue to quality, because that's the one imperative we demand of 
ourselves. We set higher standards for ourselves than even the most dis
criminating client. We have the technical skills in our people and we haVe the 
technical facilities in our equipment. Put them both together and the results 
make friends out of clients. And that's a cue to qualit';, too, like: Productions 
Mutuelles - Cinevideo - Videofilms - N.F.B. - Cinepi~ - PCJramount - ' 20th 
Century Fox - Columbia - CBC - Warner Bros. - United Artists - MeA - Un.iversal 
- Agora Films - Les Productions Cinak. . , 

\ 
Our circle of fri·ends and clients continues to grow . . 

A few of our recent original productions are: 

Angela In Praise of Older Women 
Rimbaud est Mort Blackout 
Panique 
Les Mal8tices -

Cathy's Curse 

Recent dubbing of features: 

Eric 
Les Mensonges que mon 

Pere me Contait 
Massacre a la Scie 
lis etaient Cinq 

Jacob Two Two 
The Uncanny 

Le Chien Enrage 
Duddy Kravitz 
L'Autre Versant de la 

Montagne 

CA NADA'S I..ARGEST FIL M LABORATORY AND SOUND FILM ORGANIZATION 

-~~,,""~~~.~,~vuf15aLhe 
. ,~ MONTREAL 

'2000 North'Cliff Ave . 
Montrea l, Quebec 
H4A 3 K5 
Tel : (51 4) 484-1186 .... 

TORONTO 
720 King St . West 
Toronto. Ontario 
M5V 2T3 
Te! : (416) 364-3894 

Rituals 
L'Ange et la Femme 
Two Solitudes . 
Kings and Desparate Men 

lancer, frappe 
-Brrr 

. ,Visage de la Peur 
Ces Adorables Victoriennes 
A bout de Nerf 

Path e Soun'd Stud ios 
121 S1. Patr~k St. 
Toronto . Ontari o 
M5T 1V~ 
Tel : (41 6) 598-2521 
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2/Cinema Canada 

Canada's Foremost 
16mm Specialists 

LRas 
A division of PRODUCTION FILM MAKERS ASSOCIATES LTD. 

The most advanced technology available 
® 

Total Immersion 
Wetgate Printing 

Complete lab services 

Vacuumate 

Sound transfer & recording facilities 

(416)366-1556 
330 Adelaide Street West, Toronto, Ontario, M5V 1 R4 


