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Production 
Micawber-Iike all my contacts sing the 
same plaintive key : ''I'm expecting 
something to turn up ." We ll, one pro
ducer has a lmost dec ided to turn up 
-this time back at the old stand in Lo n
don . A London which Tre vor Wall ace 
six years ago vowed he would ne ver 
make another film in . 

Why ? Because of the ' greedy un
ions'. Meanwhile Tre vor m a de a 
$1,250 ,000 fe ature film which filled th e 
definition that a film sho uld entertain , 
and it did : Christina. all done in Va n
couver. Last year he came up with an 
international cast. augmented by ap
proximately 60 loc a l suppo rt s. The 
cost: $2,500,000 all loca ll y subscribed . 
put Journey Into Fear in the can . and at 
the moment it might be st be termed , 
Journey Into Limbo. With $6,000 ,000 in 
his kitty , and at last a hungry a nd trac t
able union standing submi ssively hat in 
hand , waiting for any favour s. the pos
sibilit y of Wallace making hi s Ultra 
Secret in the grea t Metropolis seem s 
probable . 

Where lie s the difficulty with Briti sh 
Columbia? First we have a government 
which ty pifie s the a ma teur s ta nc e, 
piddling around with community craft s, 
and ignoring the potential coin ; willing , 
with a little persuasio n , to dump it a ll 
into our fair province . 

Profess ional film makers ha ve been 
urging a film commissioner with know
how to persuade foreign independents 
to keep coming to B .C. instead offaIling 
for the blandishments of ' on the 
ball' Charle s ' Chuck' Ro ss . filmm a n for 
the Alberta government. Bob Altman , 
who captured Vancouver in a love a f
fair , then after producing tw o fe ature s 
here , exchanged flying crockery . and 
departed ; came back to Vancouver re 
cently , looked around and left . Hi s next 
is a Western apparently , but who know s 
If the vi sit was a reprise with his old 
love, and if finding no inducements gov
ernmentally , or civically , he retreated 
to Los Angeles? Anyway Mr. Ross flew 
to L.A .,. and offered Frank Arrega , the 
productIon manager of Altman 's com
pany , ass urance that the government of 
the Oil Baron s would give carte blanche 
to the production . Re sult is $10 ,000,000 
worth of feature work for Alberta . The 
People' s Government in B.C. , mean -

while sit s o n it s public de rrie re, igno rin g 
a read y-made seco nda ry indu stry th a t at 
the very least wo uld kee p AC TRA a nd 
IA TS E ta xpaye rs happy. 

The re a re varyin g op inio ns fo r the 
pre se nt 's lump '. One fro m Jim West
we ll suggests IA TS E and AC TR A w ill 
ha ve to ta ke anothe r look at the ir de 
mand s a nd stand cap in ha nd a lso. If 
feature making has reached the stage 
where it s in gredie nt s a re to be pic ked up 
In the eco no my base me nt . the future 
lo oks bleak. 

Al so o n the fo rei g n inde pe nd e nt 
scene is Pano ra ma Studios o f Wes t 
Vanco uve r. The te nacit y . persiste nce , 
a nd drive be hind thi s studio is still 
Murie l May. In 1961 . Mrs. May started 
the sub sequent feature ma kin g flurry by 
Inve stIng he r hard earned mone y and 
time int o the c o mpl ex. a nd int o 
Pano ra ma ' s fir st Canadi an-made fea
ture . w hi c h sha ll be na me le ss. C ur
rentl y she is stirring up a new flurr y with 
Michael Relph . C hairma n of the Briti sh 
Film Produc ers Associa tio n . 

Mic hae l Re lph came to Canada thi s 
yea r to di scu ss a tre aty with Canada fo r 
Briti sh-C anadian co-production s. The 
treaty a pparentl y is five yea rs old . Dur
ing thi s time the C FDC did not see fit to 
ac qu aint any o f the Western film make rs 
with wh at was afoo t . Relph arrived , as
sumed a Briti sh 'fa irplay' stanc e wh en 
he recognized the absence of Weste rn 
pa rti c ipation . and flew we st to find out 
why. At least Mr. Re lph di scove red a 
subtle rift between Eastern Bureaucracy 
and Western Laxity . He was not 
a mu sed . The o ff s ho t was that Ke ith 
C utler , re pre senting the We stern bloc k 
of the Directo rs Guild o f Canada will 
attend the fin a l draft o f the treat y, and 
with thi s new awarene ss it is hoped " big 
brothe r" will pay mo re a ttention to the 
small kid . 

On the pure ly C anadia n scene a lso 
there is gloom and a sen se o f doom . Ray 
Brickell the prospective producer of 
Temple on Wednesday seem s a t thi s 
point to be treading mud in his pursuit of 
in ves tm e nt s. J ac k Da rcu s. w hose 
Wolfpen Principle c rea ted a flurry 
a mo nd th e c riti cs , is bu sy w ritin g 
script s. One is unde r co nside ratio n by 
the C FDC . The othe r two are rese rves 
to create a ' do uble w ha mmy. ' Da rc us 
de sc ribed hi s pursuit o f the local in
ve stme nt doll a r a s " w adin g through 
mud ." Here again is the waiting perio d . 
which the prospect of the gove rnm e nt 
100% tax write off may a llevi a te. Dar
cus al so bl a mes lack o f a quota syste m. 
and di stributio n . 

The one ingredient no one has me n
tioned so far is a scena rio th at rel a te s to 
it s audience. A mbidex tro us ge niu s 
clutters the forest , the c a me ra man
produce r-direc to r- w rit e r ; s till th e 

fo rest ta ngle is the re, a nd the o utput is 
wee d y. If the re isn ' t a Canadi a n writer 
who can turn out suc h a sc rip t. what 
a re a ll those bodi es do in g s itting around 
waiting? 

Werne r Ae llen. who produ ced The 
Wolfpen Principle a nd then la id hi s 
hand to an imposs ible turkey . is in 
E uro pe interestin g German and other 
di stributors in hi s stoc k . A man cannot 
be fa ulted for making a mi stake . but 
one ca n fo rgive if it happens farth e r 
a lo ng the road o f a caree r . We rn er is 
not a lo ne is hi s quest fo r ex posure . 
afte r watc hin g the Ame rican turkeys 
runnin g in fir st class ho uses . there is 
sure ly roo m fo r unexposed Canadi an 
features o n sc ree ns out s ide o f Canada? 

Do n Wil so n . who has produced a 
co uple of unde rground film s, is re
po rted nea r production of a C FDC lo w 
budgeter. Can Canada affo rd another 
underground effort ? Isn ' t it time the 
a udie nce had a c hance to see real 
hum an beings reac ting to real everyday 
pro blems'" David C urnic k , and Wil son 
a fe w years ago turned o ut a shoe string 
co medy that in spots had so me of the 
funni est sequences so far c reated by 
Canadian lo w budgete rs. 

Gu y Berge ron . Res ide nt in Film , at 
S imo n Frase r Univers it y is ho lding a 
sc ript wo rk shop thi s summe r. It will 
inc lude exc lu s ive script writin g, de
ve lo ping it in te rm s of dra ma into a 
wo rk able shooting script. The hope 
be ing that o ne o r two sc ript s re sulting 
w ill be put into productio n during the 
Fall work shop. A di splay of students ' 
film ma king is to be re peated at Images 
Theatre . SF U. O ut of it . le t us hope. 
will ari se the David Lean of Western 
Canada . 

Pete r J one s' reg io nal staff of the N a
tional Film Board a re in the be twee n 
stage a lso. The budget has just been 
ann o unced a nd Pete r and Jac k Long 
are he ading togethe r to dec ide what 
will be produced . and who will produce 
what . Shelah Reljic, is now a producer . 

A respite fo r IAT SE was the Fe b
rua ry filmin g o f Law rence Sc hille r 's 
story o f th e Ralph Forbes. Hele n Kel
le ben trauma at Watso n Lake. Thi s 
was the incident o f a light plan e c ras h 
in w hic h the pilo t was killed and the 
passe nge rs we re give n up fo r lost for 43 
days. which made inte rn at io nal head
lines. Edward As ner , (The Ma ry 
T y le r Moo re S how) . a nd S a ll y 
Struth ers. (All In T he Family). pro
vided th e pi zzaz. Sc hille r produ ced and 
directed the ABC Movie of th e Wee k. 
Loca l stuntma n Jo hn T ho mas worked 
o n t he c rew and did a litt le neck
breaking po tent ial. 

But a ll thi s see ms like d ivin g fo r peb
bles . And it is. It appears B.C. is in fo r 
a lo ng. cold summe r. 

-J(/ck Am/llOn 
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