
c.R.T.e. Hearings 
Vancouver 

C RTC opened hearin gs in Vanco uver 
o n April 22nd to rece ive applicatio ns 
for Cha nne l 10. the last remaining VHF 
c hannel in so uth wes t B. C.. and for 
C hanne l 26 . the UHF channel. 

The well condu cted hearings pro
vided one of those rare o ppo rtunitie s 
for co ncerned people to make their 
feelings know n BEFORE important 
and far reaching policy deci s io ns are 
made . The public availed themselves 
so well o f the c hance th at M. Juneau . 
the C ha irman . was prompted to remark 
upo n 'the fa ntastic gangin g up ' against 
the applicant s. 

The hearings were somew hat of a 
rerun of the 1973 meetings when the 
so-called licen se to print mo ney was 
previously up for grabs . The qu ality of 
application s at th at time was so uni
formly bad th a t the commission de
clined to give the lice nse to a nyone of 
them . There we re many peo ple the re 
who expressed the hope tha t M . Juneau 
would stick to th at decision thi s time as 
well. 

Eac h of the three private companies 
w ho competed for the VHF c hanne l 
unfo lded plans of how they would put 
the airtime to use . Ten Te levi s ion 
pro mised 120 week ly ho urs of pro
gra mming . Pac ifi c Rim Broadcas ting 
promised 70 wee kly hours with the 
possible additio n of 3 dail y ho urs of 
educ at io nal T . V. and Western Ap
proac hes pro mi sed 104 weekly ho urs 
- this figure a lso to be supple mented 
by educatio nal T . V. Of those ho urs 
loca l programming wo uld be 24 for Ten 
T . V .. 32 for Pac ific Rim and 26 for 
Western. 

Witho ut entering into too muc h de
ta il the salient point s seem to be as fol
lows: Ten Te levi s io n is the be st fi
nanced with $10.000 .000 - with the 
majo r shareho lder being Dr. Charles 
Allard. Wendell Wilk s would be the 
driving fo rce behind the statio n . Allard 
and Wilk s have a s imilar operation with 
C ITV in Edmonton. While th ey ex
pressed an awarene ss of the la rge num
bers of producti o n . performing and 
writing ta lent in thi s a rea they went on 
to say that most of their peo ple would 
co me in from Ed monton . There are 
so me re se rvation s a bout the poss ibility 
th at such an o peration would mere ly 
serve as an extension o f the Edmo nton 
ope ratio n to bala nce o ut prod uctio n 
costs and thi s would be a s ingula rly un 
necessary additio n to Vancouver. 

Pacific Rim Broadcas ting has 6.5 mil
lio n and applicants are Graham Daw
so n . the Vancouver Developer. lawye r 
Char le s Wills a nd Sey mour E pste in -
one o f the principals of Global. Thi s 
latte r fact is inte rest ing s ince Mr. Daw
so n had denied any connec tio n with 
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Globa l in the wee ks preceding the hea r
ings. The group says th at Manitoba 
Tax law yer and former leader of tha t 
prov ince' s Liberal Pa rty, Izzy Asper, 
w ill be added as a share ho lder at a late r 
date . O ne bewilde ring aspec t of thi s 
group's pla ns was the proposed se ttin g 
up of an independe nt production co m
pany which wo uld produce. a mo ng 
o ther things, Made fo r T. V. Movies fo r 
w hic h they would seek government 
fin ancing. It 's hard to make se nse of a 
proposa l that wo uld hand a private 
gro up firstly the public a irwaves . sec 
ondly tax payers' money to mak e th e ir 
progra mme s, and thirdly the enormous 
revenues that would co me from suc h 
progra mme s. 

The third gro up is We stern Ap
proac hes with th e respec ted na me o f 
Darry l Duke as pres ide nt in company 
with writer Norman Kl e nm an and local 
radio biggie Bill Bellma n . Of th e three. 
Wes te rn has th e least a mo unt of operat
ing cap ita l with 4.6 milli on . They also 
plan the smalle st staff of the three ap
plicant s which ope ns up the health y 
poss ibility offre e lance personnel being 
used. Ma ny in the film community ho ld 
o ut ho pe s for Duke and hi s group wi th 
the th ought tha t at the ve ry le as t he will 
balance creati ve stand ards w ith co m
me rc ia l o nes. 

The CBC made applica tio n o n the 
bas is of their long standing argument 
th at they de se rve th e c hannel for use in 
Vi ctoria . The B .C. Government in 
their brief support ed thi s a nd gave as 
an o ptio n that CBC be given another 
channel for Victoria use a nd th at 
Channel 10 become a Provincial Edu
cation System . 

Among the many interventio ns we 
heard from the B.C. Teachers Federa
tio n with a backing of 250 ,000 to tal 
number of members in o rgani zatio ns 
(i.e. unio ns) tha t suppo rted their pos i
tion and from Hersc he l Ha rdin fo r the 
Association o f Public Broadc asting. 
The B.C. Film Indus trie s Association 
President Keith C utle r read a brief pre
pa red by Pete r Bryant which asked th at 
any sta tio n receiving the license would 
make it part of it s ma ndate to use local 
free la nce people . 

At the o ut se t Mayo r Art Phillips said 
that a new statio n wo uld be a shot in 
the arm fo r loca l e mploy ment. As we 
have see n with o ur two existing loca l 
sta tio ns. this is no t necessarily true. 
There is a great reluctance to hire 
freelance people he re th at ha s existed 
for so me yea rs. 

For C ha nnel 26 UHF. licen se appli
ca nt s were We ste rn Approaches (who 
covered their bases in case they should 
not rece ive Channel 10) and Toronto' s 
w underkind Moses Znaimer. In a 
so met ime s a mu s in g present a tion 
Zna ime r . who is o f course the man be
hind C ha nnel 79 in Toronto. presented 

himse lf as the little guy a nd decried the 
big bad Americanised s lick guys. That , 
pe rh aps, was the slickest move of all. 
Though so me feeling was expressed 
th a t Znaimer's pre se ntation rep
rese nted the arrogant ass umption that 
w hat Vancouver needed was a Toronto 
ty pe sta tio n , on the whole the attent'ion 
was given to the big guys and the pos
sibilities there. Noone is making any 
bets as they did in 1973. Same time 
nex t year M. Junea u? 

- Fiona Jackson 

Vancouver Film Politics 
Keith C utler of the B.C.F.1.A . at
tended a conference in Ottawa regard
ing co-production agreements with 
Great Brita in . Cutler's attendance was 
a las t minute affair, based on the fact 
that the Briti sh representative , Michael 
Relph , had visited Vancouver. The 
C.F.D.C. had not asked the B.C.F. I.A . 
to attend. although various British 
groups have used and expressed in
tere st in Panorama studios over the last 
se vera l years. 

The Pacific Film Co-operative is 
working primarily in the area of di s
tributio n, with two projects under way. 
One is to work in the interior in a five 
community film tour and research pro
ject. the other is to ass ist Enda Bratt in 
becoming a film agent and to work in 
distribution for independent film mak
ers. The Pacific Film Co-operative is 
also co llecting film sc ripts and outlines 
fo r later production proposals. Any in
tere sted writer can se nd material to 
B.]. Clayden, Co-operative Co
ordinator, 3241 W . 14th Street , Van
couver. 

The B. C. F. 1. A. has elected to join 
the c.c. F. M. Patricia Robertson is the 
We st Coast represent ative to the 
C.C.F.M. and participated in the last 
general meeting . 

On the B.C. Government front the 
B .C.F. I.A ., the Co-operative and 
Director 's guild, among others , are still 
trying to communicate with the gov
ernment on various film policies. 
Perhaps the B.C. government will 
wake up when they find out the old 
version of the Film Brochure , with 
W . A. C. Bennett pictured in his glowing 
glory, was mailed out recently to a 
number of Hollywood producers by the 
B .C. Tourist Bureau. 

The B.C.F.1.A. Features Commit
tee, which is composed of feature 
film directors and potential produc
ers, would like to see scripts, out
lines , novels for feature films. The 
Committee will circulate the scripts 
to interested producers. Writers are 
asked to send their scripts with a 
letter attesting to copyright owner
ship, and a self addressed stamped 


