
Lou. It' s a sma ll world. in fac t perhaps 
smaller than Tremb lay wo uld wis h 
known . And th e considerable impact 
that th e p lays have individua ll y is les­
se ned by th e know ledge that Tre mbla y 
wo uld use them aga in . ifonl y in part. as 
a matte r of co nven ience. 

Tremblay's strength as a w rit e r is hi s 
use of language. Of course. he re it loses 
the pro ve rbial so mething in tran sla tion 
and certai nl y in subtitling. More th an 
that though . the film denie s hi s play s' 
narrative power. H e has permitted th e 
c limact ic sce ne at Sandra's. w hic h is so 
importa nt to Hosanna . to be recreated 
as if Hosanna's description in hi s lo ng 
seco nd-act mo no logue is so mehow in­
adequate. Q uit e to the co ntra ry. after II 
Etait Une Fois Dans L'Est. it will never 
be as powerful agai n . 

Thi s is Tremblay's Quebec at its mos t 
desperate and Brassard's Tremblay a t 
hi s leas t sy mpathetic. Perhaps w ith thi s 
film. they have paren th es ized their 
seve n or eight years of th eatre together . 
Tremblay as a playwright and Brassard 
as hi s director . In a co mmercia l se nse. 
thi s is the Be st of Michel Tremblay: a ll 
the o ld favourites are he re. If this is a 
teaser th o ugh. it' s a tease r for so me­
thin g w hich . at times. has the a ppear­
a nce of an Eas t Montreal soap o pera. 
O n stage . Tremblay's wo rk is much 
more th an th a t. 

- Murk Miller 

Three Mexican Movies 
Film mak e rs George Payastre and 
C la udin e Viallon premiered three 
documentary films made over a two 
year period in Mexico a nd Guatemala. 
The film s are o n the religious ce re­
mo nie s of the Mayan and Mazatec Ir. -

{ 
I 

[\ 

66 Cinema Canada 

\

! 
" 

Ma~alec woman in " Brujv" 

dians. Viadolosa (The Painful W ay) is a 
ceremony of the road to the cr ucifi­
xio n . Quintajimultic (Five Days Without 
Name) is a film on the carnival. w hich 
ta ke s place yea rly in the fi ve day period 
of the Mayan calend ar th at do no t fit in 
the calendar year. C hri sti ans turned the 
period into their religious week . and so 

George Paya slre on location 

the festival is a Christian one. The third 
film Brujo (Shaman o r Sorcerer) is 
abo ut the sacred mu shrooms used by 
the Ma zatec Indian s. George and 
C laudine spent considerable time living 
with the Mayan and Mazatec Indians in 
order to gain their trust and permission 
to film the cere monie s. 

Together the three films run sixty 
minutes. and the two film makers are 
plannin g a lec ture film tour . Although 
they are no t anthropologists , they re­
searched the subject matter intensively 
before filming , and spent a great deal of 
time in Mexico living with the Indians, 
over a 3 year period . George is French , 
and he is planning to make a French 
la nguage version of the film , which is 
si mply a matter of a narration track, 
since the sound in the film is Spanish 
and Mayan , and Mazatec dialects. The 
two of them made the three films alone, 
with a little help from Fred Easton for 
location sound recording. The films are 
of particular interest to those who are 
curious about Indians and the Spanish 
and white influence. George is planning 
on showing the films to Anthropology 
department s and students in their film 
tour. The two film makers have a pre­
ference for documentary films , but not 
nece ssarily ethnographic ones, The 
film s cost around $15 ,000 .00 for all of 
them , and post-production assistance 
was given by the Canada Council. 

Peler Bryant 



The cameraman 
designed 

camera 
with all new 

features 

distributed 
by 

Cinequip 
Sales· Service· Rentals 

• TGX-16 - less than 15 pounds fu ll y loaded and lensed - H I Rez body is virtuall y in ­
des tructabl e OPERATION - 400' coaxial casse tte mag encased in T GX -16 eliminates 
light leaks or damage to mag . BATTERIES - the battery of the T GX -16 w eighs sl ight ly over 1 
pound and can be changed instant ly - an accurate indicato r shows batter y capac it y - dual 
battery charger, cha'-ges two batteri es at a t ime (a fa st 15 minute charger also available) , 
LENSES - a heavy duty f lange mount accepts al l 16mm format lenses , with an adapter avai lab le 
for C mounted lenses . HANDLE - removab le hand le is f ull y adj ustab le vertica ll y and horizonta ll y 
with a fing er grip on/ off switch and vi ewfinder disp lay button ' SERVICE - so lid-st ate TGX -16 
electronics, with plug -in circuit boards, allow 24 hour se rv ice - modular design provid es easy 
component replacement • VIEWFINDER - m irac le T GX -16 mu lti -informat ional vi ew f inder con ­
ta ins VU meter fo r sound leve l, out -of -sync warning l ight, dig i t al foo tage counter w ith so l id -s tate 
memo ry and low battery warning l ight • EXTRA - automatical ly stops in vi ewing positi o n -
so lid-state mem ory retains information even without battery - i ll uminated h am e l ine provides 
excell ent vi sibility in low light - has easily removable fibr e optics screen , 

THE TGX-16 IS THE FINEST 16MM SINGLE/ DOUBLE SYSTEM CAMERA 

AVAILABLE ANYWHERE' 

We know cameras 
41 SCOLLARD ST ., TORONTO, ONT 

920-5424 



FIGHT UGLY SOUND 
THREE WAYS! 

Good sound doesn't come by the yard 
or the quart. It comes by the smile. 

You know when it's right, and we 
think we do, too. It's easy to tell. All we 
have to do is glance over from the console 
and catch that expression on your face that 
says all's right with the world. 

A million dollars doesn't make it right. 
Nor will all the expertise and gadgets in the 
electronic world . And we think we have 
them. They won't guarantee your efforts to 
capture the dying gasp of a wounded Bambi 
filtered through the last moments of the 
Hindenburg while the voice-over extolls 
the virtues of Mother Murphy's Chicken 

Soup with Matzos. 
But an attitude will. An attitude that 

says, "Why quit now? We're almost there. " 
Perhaps the attitude is harder to come by 
than all of the other high-priced ingredients . 
This is what we've been trying to put 
together for the past many months and we 
think we're getting closer all the time. 

Perhaps it's time for you to let us know 
what you think . 

(Oh, about those three ways to fight 
ugly sound .. . First you come South on 
University. Second, you turn right on King 
Street. You can probably guess the rest.) 

Fight ugly sound three ways! 

MIRROPHONIC SOUND 
Sounds too good to be true 

409 King Street West / Toronto M5V IKl / 869-1781 


