REVERA

Correction

I would like to correct what 1 feel
to be mis-statements of fact conceming
the Canada Council’s relationship with
the Coopérative des Cinéastes Indé-
pendants, as described by M. Claude
Chamberland in the article *“‘Craziness
Paying Off”” in Cinéma Canada No. 46.

While I cannot deny M. Chamber-
land’s obvious commitment to the dis-
semination of 16mm. independent film,
his statements regarding Council policy
toward his organization do not seem to
coincide with notes taken at meetings
with M. Chamberland or with detailed
letters explaining Council’s position.

In 1957, the Canada Council with-
drew support from the Coopérative
because it was felt that the Co-op’s
inability to provide any kind of audited
statement, along with their deficitary
financial situation, reflected inadequate
management of the Co-op. But, when
told that the Coopérative could not
afford an accountant to prepare an
audited statement, Council offered to
provide funds for that purpose. Appa-
rently, though, their financial affairs
were such that they were unable to take
advantage of our offer.

Later, in July, 1977, when Cinéma
Parallele was incorporated, M. Cham-
berland returmed to Council asking for
operational funding as a new organiza-
tion. He was told that a new organiza-
tion might be considered for modest
special project funding after at least
six months of operation: but, since
funding had orginally been withdrawn
from the Co-op because of what was
perceived as weak financial management,
Council felt that the least it could ask
for was one full year of sound manage-
ment. After such a year, a balanced,
audited statement reflecting no defe-
cit would offer proof of their budge-
tary responsibility, and the Coopéra-
tive could then be considered for Coun-
cil funding once more.

Through its Explorations programme,
the Canada Council has recently sup-
ported the Cinéma Paralléle’s “Retro-
spective du Cinéma Indépendant cana-
dien”, and we remain ready to assist
the Coopérative in the future should it
be able to comply with our policies
and criteria for sound financial man-
agement.

Frangoyse Picard
Canada Council
4/Cinema Canada

A Last Ditch
Effort

The Toronto Filmmakers Co-opera-
tive has been helping independent
filmmakers since its inception in 1971.
An unfortunate case of mismanage-
ment has recently brought the Co-op
to the brink of bankruptcy. We are cur-
rently negotiating with the major cre-
ditors and the funding agencies in a
last ditch effort to try to save this or-
ganization, which has more than proven
its worth over the years. Hundreds
of aspiring filmmakers have been as-
sisted by the Co-op through a very
impressive workshop program, post pro-
duction facilities at reduced rates,
film production advice from script
to screen, lab discounts, and a job
placement program. As an information
and energy centre in its role as a com-
mon meeting ground for young Toronto
independents, the Co-op fulfills a much
needed function. The new executive
board is hard at work trying to correct
the mistakes of the past. We urgently
need letters of support from the film
community, if we are to survive. Please
mail them to the Toronto Filmmakers
Co-op, 67 Portland Street, Toronto,
Ont. M5V 2M9. Also, you may contact
your MP or the major funding agencies
directly. Every letter and phone call
or telegram helps. The Co-op is very
grateful for all the support it has receiv-
ed so far from Toronto’s film communi-
ty. You may call (416) 366-3005
to offer further assistance.

Thanks,

George Csaba Koller

Our Riel Apologies

The following
Jor Paul Kelman.

letter  was  received

Dear Paul;

Saw the interview in Cinema Canada
and, despite the shock of seeing my
photograph identified as someone else
and the other error with captions, I
wanted to drop you a note to say what
an excellent piece of work you did
in making clear sense out of our long
and rambling conversation.

It was refreshing to read something
on the controversial Riel film written
with such objectivity and with enthu-

siasm that pictures like this are start-
ing to be produced here.

Thanks again, Paul and best of luck.
Roy Moore

Some errors which editors make are
worse than others. Using wrong names
in captions is one of the worst. We
extend our apologies, both to Roy
Moore and to Paul Kelman. Ed.

A Pleased
Reader

The following letter came to us, ad-
dressed to Jaan Pill.

Dear Jaan:

I picked up a copy of Cinema Canada
in the local bookstore and was pleased
to see your article on Television Com-
mercial Competitions.

Paul and I enjoyed reading it and
both agreed that it was a very fair and
objective commentary — not attributes
that can always be ascribed to the
media. One minor correction — the
top 30 is selected on the basis of the
combined scores from the initial and
final judging, not just the final judging.

The 1978 competition is basically
the same as in previous years although
a few refinements have been made.
If you want to sit in on another ses
sion let me know and [ will send you
the timetable.

Les Jones
Research Spectrum Limited
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SEPTEMBER 14-21, 1978

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

? GALA SCREENINGS

A selection of 25 Gala Canadian, North American and
World Premieres, representing the world's leading film
producing nations and their artists.

1978 CANADIAN The 29th annual Awards Presentation with more than

FILM AWARDS 100 feature (fiction), documentary, short and animated films
presented for competition. An intermnational jury will select the
winners in each category with the Awards Evening officially
closing the Festival.

? TRIBUTETORAL A major retrospective of RAIRADIOTELEVISIONE

[TALIANA, world leaders in films made for television.

INTERNATIONAL Four cinemas available for market screenings; 8000 sq. ft.

FILMMARKET of floor space for advertising displays and booths. A daily trade
paper containing a listing of all Festival events, interviews with
guest filmmakers and advertising space.

ERE)ODUCERSES P A series of seminars and workshops relating to all aspects

NFERBW OWRK i of the film industry, with Canadian and Intermnational film

professionals participating.

? SPECIAL EVENTS

A series of special presentations, retrospectives and
tributes for film enthusiasts and students.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, ENTRY FORMS,MARKET RULES & REGULATIONS:

Toronto International Film Festival

Toronto (Harbour Castle) Hilton, 1 Harbour Square, Toronto, OntarioM5J 1A6

Phone: (416) 3679599 — Telex: 06-219-724

A presentation of the World Film Festival of Toronto, Inc.
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