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Nielson Clarifies 

First of all I would like to thank 
Cinema Canada and Paul Kelman for 
his thorough and generally upbeat 
article on the activities of Nielsen
Ferns. There are , however, one or two 
poin ts I feel that I need to clarify. 

Mr. Kelman quotes me as saying, 
" if the CBC or the government can 
insist that the independents get 50-
75 percent of what the CBC actually 
spends ... . " I was not suggesting that the 
independents should get 50-75 per
cent of what it actually spends on a 
given program or series. In other words, 
if say , Superspecials presently spend 
$200,000 for an in-house production, 
then I think we should get $100,000-
$150,000 from CBC for a comparable 
production rather than the $ 20,000-
$50,000 we now receive. 

The article also quotes me as saying 
that all the money pumped into NFB 
and CBC has not produced any pro
grams "the world recognizes as fine ." 
I think this statement should have been 
broken down into two parts. Quite 
obviously the NFB has been the world 
leader and recognized as such in the 
style of documentary and anima
tion it has specialized in. What I think 
is true is that in television, Canada has 
produced nothing that the world has 
recognized as fine to the extent of 
wanting to buy it. 

My last point is that I feel any his
tory of Nielsen-Ferns should empha
size the importance of The Newcomers 
and the contribution of Imperial Oil 
to the existence and success of that 
series. If the CBC and other govern
ment agencies are now taking inde-

pendent producers more seriously, then 
it is because Imperial Oil had the daring 
and faith to give us a chance to prove 
ourselves. I think this is implicit in Mr. 
Kelman's article but I feel the need to 
make it explicit in a country where 
heavily endowed public agencies have 
been unwilling to take such risks with 
private producers. I think Imperial 
Oil's initiative deserves far more recog
nition than it has received . 

Richard Nielsen 
President 

Nielsen-Ferns International Ltd. 

Update on Agi 
Among the (all too numerous) sub
scriptions queries, we received the 
fol/owing from Agi Ibranyi-Kiss, past 
editor of Cin ema Canada. (We double 
checked and her sub is in order -it's 
th e post office again trying to mu ck 
things up. ) We thought readers would 
like to hear from Agi too. Sh e is cur
rently coordinating th e Sy mposium of 
th e Coevolution of Science and Spirit 
which takes place at th e Statler Hilton 
in New York Nov. 17-20. 

This is what I'm doing now - amaz
ing, isn' t it? So from sprocket-holes 
I've moved to test-tubes and quantum 
physics and neurology - but it really 
is great fun! Of all things to be the 
Media Coordinator of - a Science 
Symposium at the Hilton Hotel! I have 
a very strong suspicion that my file 
is being moved from department to 
department as the Great Script Writer 
tries to make up His mind whether it 
will be a documentary or a tragedy or 

Need talented people 
for your next documentary 

or commercial shoot in Alberta? 
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Call us Len Stahl, Alberta Motion Picture 
Industries Association 

347 Birks Building, 10113 · 104 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T5J IAI 

Telephone 403-424·3456 

Film Indust ry Development Office 
Alberta Business Development and Tourism 
14th Floor, Capitol Square,10065 Jasper Ave. ' 

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T5J OH4 
Telephone 403-427-2005 
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a comedy or a kiddie show, but at 
any rate, it's still my life, or at least 
remnants of it, and I still love the roles 
being offered. 

Haven't received a Cinema Canada 
in a while, wondering... But at any 
rate - here's my propaganda, where's 
yours? 

In case some of the Old Guard 
Readership is wondering whatever hap
pened to , you might let them know that 
I'm alive and well and still avoiding the 
Perils of Classification. May all beings 
be free from specialization, may all 
beings keep chasing their ever-growing 
dreams towards eternal horizons. 

Love and Blessings, 
Iman (a.k.a. Agi) 

Iman Ibranyi-Kiss 
Media Coordinator 

New Dimensions of Consciousness 

P.S. CBC is sending Myra Cree and two 
crew to film this! O! Canada! 

Men's Lib 
Att. Jane Dick 

Re : Mary Stephen's Ombres de Soie 
review Aug. '78 issue. 
"Having her husband John Cressey 

on camera is a definite asset ... " 
I am no one's "husband!" 

Fresco Fiasco 

Yours Truly; 
John Cre&<;ey 

We extend our apologies to filmmaker 
Maurice Bulbulian and to Rene Balcer 
for th e error which appeared in Balcer's 
article "A Camera and A Purpose : 
Maurice Bulbulian" in issue no. 48 
of Cinema Canada. The word "fiasco " 
was printed in place of the word "fres
co" in th e following phrase describ
ing Bulbulian's La Richesse Des Autres; 
"Aside from being a textbook illustra
tion of the evolution of a political 
issue from personal problem to shared 
concern to political platform, it is an 
imposing fresco of mining and of a 
miner 's life, encompassing occupational 
diseases, family tensions, deterioration 
of physical and mental health, strikes, 
lockouts, and the creation of ghost 
towns. " We are sorry for any embar
rassment caused. Ed. 



MAKO FILMS LTD. 
Canada's specialist in underwater cinematograph y and the producers 
of the following multi award winning films: 

1976 "Wreck " 
1977 "Where Shipwrecks Abound" 
1978 "No .. . " 
1978 " The Arabia Incident" 

This then is the standard that we shoot to, not only 
with our own films, but you rs as we ll . So if you are planning 
a shoot beneath the waves, call us, Canada 's experts ... 

100 Richmond Street East, Suite 326, Toronto, Ontario M5C 1 P1 
Telephone: (416) 363·0471 and 363·3700 

A LOT CAN HAPPEN BEFORE 
YOU GET IT IN THE CAN 

MOVE UP TO 
ARRIFLEX 

Arri/Nagra Inc. is sole 
Canadian Distributor for 
Arriflex motion picture 
cameras, Nagra sound re
corders, and Multi Track 
Magnetic recording 
equipment. 

Play it smart and protect yourself in the professional manner with insurance 

Let 's discuss it 

Arthur Winkler, CLU 
Consolidated Insurance Agencies Ltd. 

3101 Bathurst St., Suite 201, Toronto, Ontario M6A 2Y1 
Telephone (416) 787-0304 

~e:v TO QUALITV 
~E:Y TO CANADA'~ 
fINE:IT OPTICAl~ 

fiLM OPTICAL~ Of CANADA LTD. 

410 ADELAIDE STREET WEST 
TORONTO (416) 363-4987 

MONTREAL (514) 937-2336 
VANCOUVER (604) 687-4491 

6467 Northam Drive. 
Mississauga . Ontario. L4V 1J2 
Telephone: (416) &n-4033 
Montreal: 1514) 932·0326 
Vancouver: 1604) ,Ja-4644 

FEATURE LENGTH 
INTERNATIONAL 

ADVERTISING FILMS 
FESTIV AL PRIZE 

WINNING COMMERCIALS 

AVAILABLE FOR RENTAL 
3Smm -16mm - 3/ 4" Tape 

• Wonderful World of Advertising 
- 100 Minutes 

• Best of Cannes 1977 - 92 .5 Minutes 
• Best of Cannes 1978 - 90 Minutes 

CONTACT 
FRED T. STINSON 

ADFILMS LIMITED 
2221 Yonge Street, suite 604 

Toronto M4S 2B4 
(416) 483-3551 
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Complete Film Equipment Rental 

16mm and 35mm Cameras 
Sound and Lighting Equipment 

Generators 
Sound Studios 

Sales 
Repairs 
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2000 Northcliffe Road, Montreal (514) 487.5010 
793 Pharmacy Ave., Toronto (416) 752·7670 

571 Homer St., Vancouver (604) 687·8351 


