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Retrieved from the 
mind of .. 

If th~ opin ions eX pressed b~ ' \ ' aLlav 
Taborsky in Cinema Canada no, ~4 are 
any indication of the liewpoint of film 
production teachers in this coun try. I'm 
afraid the iuture of film in this count ry 
will be in a sorry state indeed. 

\ Ir. Taborsky's " Ten Suggestions to 
the Film Student" reeks of an ol'erall 
right-wing. establishment catering policy 
of film production. Does he not realize 
that institutions of higher learning. es
pecially universities . are not designed 
and definitely should not function as 
training grounds strictly for empIL1\'
ment purposes, L'nil'ersi tie s and Ll)lIeges 
are places where one Jcquires a broad 
spectrum of knowledge. gJins the disci
pline ILl pUTsue " truth" more rigorously. 
parti cipates in and reaps the be nefits 
of a communal environmerft of fellow 
awareness seekers and perhaps. if one is 
in a fine arts program. learns the rudi
ments and possibly the expertise of a 
creative crafL 

Unfortunately it has been my exper
ience that \IL Taborsky's generally con
sen'3tive attitude is quite widespread 
through out our Canadian 'education 
world. He and others lik e him in posi
tions of power over o ur future cultural 
leaders seem to constan tly discourage 
budding artists from being at all creat
ive stressing instead that they must 
be good little. obedie nt slaves of an ou{ 
dated. JuthllritariJn syste m of produc
tion . 

I II 'ou ld be the first to agree that in 
the "real I"'Hld" commercia l 1ll11lie

maKing is a tough market to craCK : but 
what need s to be pointed o ut to stu -

dents is that there are alternative modes 
of film lI'ork. \l o des that are different 
fro m and radically opposed to the stan
dard. mainstream mindless iunK that 
passes fo r art and perpetuates' a distort 
ed ideo logy . \Iany filmmakers in this 
land testify to anti-e stablishment. anti
American mo dels o f cinematic practice. 
\la ~ I suggest 10 \ 'aLlal' Taborsky and 
o thers o f similar predilection that th ~y 

taKe a seri o us lo o k at the wor K of J ean
Pierre LefeblTe. Denys .'ucand . \lichael 
SnaIl' . t't cetera and use them as exam
ples of successful anti-mainstream worK. 

I would certainly rath er see creative 
~raduates of our film schools. struggli ng 
to survive. driving taxis. maKing interest
ing Smm perso nJI fi lm s in th eir spare 
time. than pro stituting themseh'cs and 
destroying Canadian culture by working 
for the CBC - cutting one minute out 
of "The \!ary Tyler \l uore Show," 

I may be sligh tly idealistic in my 
opinion s and ~ ' et so were Jean-Lu c 
Goda rd. Fran.;ois Truffaut. Claude Cha
brol et aL If we really desire a Canadian 
" " ell W3\'e." lI'e do not need educ3t
o rs preaching Old Pollution' 

Retrieved from the mind (already 
corrupted by institutions) o f a York 
lInil'e rsity film theon' graduate . 

- - Steve Collins 
Hamilton . Ontario 

Sensitive and 
perceptive 
Til ,' lul!o \\ 'il/ g l<'fler 1 \'as add re ss, ' ,/ 
III " ',1'5 1.1' l/ a /-/ II I1L 

On behalf o i the On tario .-\sso cia
ti o n for th e \1~ntally Retarded. and 
all th,'se inl'olwd in the pro duction oi 

EDITING ROOMS FOR RENT 

• Large bright fully equipped rooms. 
.16 and 35 Steenbecks and Moviolas. 
• Pleasant location right In Yorkville 
• Reasonable rates 

• Mixing, screening and video facilities less than a minute away 

THE EDITING HOUSE 119 Scollard St. Toronto M5R 1G4 
call (416) 964-8956 and ask for Judy 

4 /Cinema Canada 

"Exploding the \fyth ." may I thank 
you fo r your se nsitiw and perceptive 
review in Cinema Canada , 

\\ ' ~ feel you presented 3 significant 
aware ness and understanding of our 
message. \\'hile deli\'ering Yl)Ur com
ments in a ,-'o ncise and most readable 
stl ' le. It is o llr hope that othe rs I\ho 
I ' i~\\ "Explo ding the \1\'Ih" will be 
able to derive the depth of understand
ing 1 ou hale exhibited , YOll have been 
extremely encouraging and be assured 
your comments will be seen by many 
of the parents . volunteers and profes
sio nal wo rKers in o llr field . 

Hem" J . Botchfo rd 
Directo r of Co'mmunications 
The Ontario Association for 

the Mentally Retarded 

FILM 

INSURANCE 

Do you have the proper 
coverage? 

To be sure. consult a 
specialist. 

Films-TV -Theatre 
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