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The World of Cinema 
James Monaco's sobe r-minded and 

well documented analysis of the struc
ture of Hollywood 's motion picture 
industry , American Film Now , is ex
haustive in its approach and revolu
tionary in its conclusions. The curre nt 
politics of scarcity, diversification and 
packaging are persuasively vie wed as 
lethal to the health of filmmakin g 
and in need of re-thin king in th e light 
of society's needs (Oxfo rd U. Pre ss 
$19.95). 

A revised and updated edition of 
Arthur Knigh t's classical SUJ\Tey of 
movie hisfory , The liveliest Art , is 
now avanable in paperback . This co n
sistently judicious and perceptive ap
praisal of th e medium's evolution 
continues to receive deseJ\Ted accep
tance by all students of cinema (NAL/ 
Mentor $2.50). 

In Hitchcock: The First 44 Films , 
French directors Eric Rohmer and 
Claude Chabrol analy ze the ca reer of 
the British master through " Th e Wrong 
Man" (1957) , emphasizing his recur
rent visual and story-telling motifs 
and the unity of his work (Ungar 
$10.95/4.95). 

Forsyth Hard y's Grierson On Do
cumentary assembles basic writings by 
the pioneer of factual film in a most 
welcome paperback edition. Grierson's 
articulate advocacy and visionary zeal 
contributed an essential element in 
establishing the documen tary genre as 
both a reflection and a stimulant 
of social change (Faber $5 .95) . 

An informative French study of 
Chinese film from 1905 to 1949 (when 
the People 's Republic of China was 
established) , le cinema chinois by 
Regis Bergeron covers its progress 
with a wealth of de tails concerning 
films and personalities and a percep 
tive understanding of its ideological 
evolution. This is an illuminating book, 
rich in human values and scholarly 
research (le Phenix , Paris , F 36). 

In Film in Sweden: Ingmar Berg
man and Society , Maria Bergom
Larsson provides a penetrating analy
sis of the relationship between Berg
man's films and his family background , 
his straight-laced lutheran upbringing 
and his patriarchal attitude toward 
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women (Barnes ~7.95). 

Noel Burch , a lead in g French film 
theoretician of the co nstru ctivist /se
miotic schoo l, co ntributes a stimula
tingl y erudite study of form and mean
ing in th" Japanese cinema, To the 
Distant Observer. His co rrelation of 
th " country 's culture and hi story to 
its films, particularly of th e 1917-
45 period , emphasizes the uniqueness 
and originality of their concepts (U. 
of California Press $19 .50). 

Well re sea rch ed and extensively do
cum ented, Mel Schuster's The Contem
porary Greek Cinema sUJ\Teys C;ree ce's 
m ovie establishment , its films and lead
ing personalities. Political and economic 
upheavals that rocked the industry 
are knowledgeabl y discu sse d , bringing 
mu ch o riginal informatio n o n a little 
known area of European cinema (Scare
crow $15). 
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In the rev ised and updated edition 
o f Visionary Film. P. Adams Sitney 
brings his classical study of American 
avant-garde cin ema up · to 197 8. Sit
ney's familiarity with and understand
ing of the man y aspects of ex perimen
tal film provide a guideline for an ex
citing jo urn ey among filmmakers with 
a gift for highly individual forms of 
cinemati c expression (Ox ford U. Press 
$ 179 5/5.95). 

Eastman Kodak 's sturdy and ser
viceable pocket-size booklet, Cinemato
grapher's Field Guide , contains co n
cise and specific information on film 
and filters , usage hin ts , film packaging, 
and ordering. Each sec tion carries 
tech nica l and practical information de
scribed in brief but co mprehensive 
terms, co mplete with tables of speci
fi cations and other relevan t data (Book
let H-2 , $3.95). 

In lighting for LOCation Motion 
Pictures , Alan J. Ritsko examines in 
substantial detail th e indoo r lo ca tion 
shooting requirements of director of 
ph otograp h y, lighting director, ca mera
man and gaffer. This is a highly use
ful volume, well illu strate d , covering 
all types of production in expert de
~criptions of the jobs (Van Nostrand 
Reinhold $16.95) 

Some 8,000 English-language feature 
films and feature-length TV movies 
are included in Halliwell's Film Guide . 
Dealing with a 50-year period , this 
massive volume co mpiled by Leslie 
Halliwell provides production data for 
each film, plus a brief synopsis, occa-

sio nal critical rev iews and an elj uit
able rat ing system (Scribners S~4.9~). 

In Film News Omnibus I Vol. 2). 
editor/ publisher Ro hama Lee has as
sembled reviews of more than 400 
16 mm. film s originally published in 
her maga zine ove r the la st 3 years. 
Documentary fea tures and short s are 
expertly rev iewed by a group of pro
fe ssio nal criti cs, providing data o n 
distributi on and offering exceptional 
refe ren ce so urce material for the cla ss
roo m and the community (Film News, 
2:;0 W. 57 St. , NYC 1001 9: $ 17 .:=; 0 
or $15 if remittance is enclosed with 
o rd er) . 

Compiled and ed ited by Jam es L. 
Limbacher, th e 6th ed ition of Fea
ture Films li s ts ove r 20,000 movies 
and 200 serial s in 8 and 16 mm . with 
some 1500 o n vi de o tape. Thi s is a well 
es tablished and reliable resource direc
tory, offering a wide selection of film s 
suitable for a variety of audiences 
(Bowker $ 24). 

Prof. Ja ck C. Ellis, in History of 
Film, com bines factual info rmation 
with a stimulating personal interpre
tation of the movies ' evolution. The 
result is a sch o larly yet highly readable 
te x t , with sharp in sights into an his
toric pro cess (Prentice-Hall $11.95). 

Over 5,000 pu blication s (books. 
monographs, disser tations) have been 
gathered , catego ri ze d , cro ss-ind exed 
in many cases, annotated by Jack C. 
Ellis , Charles Derry and Sharon Kern 
in Filr:1 Book Bibliography 1940-
1975 . This is a d ependable research 
too l on the literature of film (Scare
crow $28 .5 0 ). 

An historic survey o f some 400 
sci-fi m ovies, Future Tense by John 
Brosnan discusses th e genre's techniqu e 
and co ntents in a knowledgeable assess
m ent of the trend s and influences 
that shaped their evolution. Brosnan's 
au thori ta tive st u d y ran ks among th e 
top books o n the subject (St. Martin's 
$15) 

Writer-produ ce r Syd Field provides 
in Screenplay an approach based o n his 
own experience, disc ussing the basics 
of th e craft in terms si mple enough 
to enable beginners. to develop an idea 
into a submittable script (De lta $4.95). 

In Film Art : An Introduction , 
David Bordwell and Kristin Thompson 
consider , in a se nsitive and discerning 
way , the esthetics of cinema creativity 
in their total impact on the audience 
(Addison-Wesley $10.95). 0 
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