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Nicole Boisvert 
to head Quebec'sSGC 
It was perhaps the mea
s Ul'e of the lady that when 
Nico le Boisvert stepped 
down as pre1>ident of th e 
Association des Produc
teurs de Films du Que
bec, it took two men to 
replace her. As s h e turn
ed her attention back to 
her job as vice-president 
of SDA Productions in 
1983, after having worked 
furiously to get Bill 109 
adopted by the Quebec 
National Assembly, th e 
APFQ hil'ed its first gen
era l dil'ector to help the 
incoming president cope 
with the work Boisvert 
had generated. 

Now Boisvert is going 
to h ead up the Societe 
Generale du Cinema, 
Quebec's answer to the 
CFDC (a ltho ugh struc
tured with a broadel' 
mandate than th e latter ). 
As of April 1, Boisvert 
and her agency ~ill 
administer $10 million, 
which should make a 
significant impact on the 
Quebecois film com
munity. 

. Boisvert' s credentials 
for the job run long and 
deep. Since 1965 she has 
worked in the industry, 
first as a distributor of 
Imainly) European films 
in the Quebec market. As 
vice-president of Citel 

In c., she put in her time 
as executive secretary of 
the dis tributors' associa
tion (then the Association 
Canadien n e des Distribu
teurs Independants d e 
Films de Langue Fran
c;:aise ), learning the ropes 
of political lobbying. 

With one foot in di s
tribution and the other in 
pr'Dd uction , Boisvert 
co-prod uced many films 
\Vith Fl'ench partners in 
the early days, and today 
counts 14 feature films to 
h e r credit, among them 
Bye, See You MondaI' 
with Carole Laure and 
Miou Miou, Blackout, 
Heartaches, and the 
l'ecent Pourquoi L'Etran
ge Monsieur Zolock 
S'lnteressait-il Tant a la 
Bande Dessinee which 
won th e first prize la st 
year a t Banff. 

Boisvert served the 
APFQ in negotiations 
with the unions during 
the famou s boycott/ lock
out of 1976, and went on 
to become president 
during 1982-83, the year 
which gave birth of th e 
new cinema law. 

Now, as president and 
director-general of the 
SGC, Boisvert joins the 
ranks of the most influen
tial women in Canadian 
today. 

PEO P L E 
Suzanne Villeneuve 
becomes account exec 
Montreal p ublicist 
Suzann e Vil le neuve has 
become Account Execu
tiv e with David Novek 
Associates I nco For th e 
past four years, Vi ll e n e u
ve has been exec uti\ 'e 
assistant to compall\ ' 
presiden t David Nove k. 
She has coll aborated 
c1ose h· on such acco unts 
as th e World Film Fes
tivaL Astral Bellevue 
Pathe a nd seconded 
Nm'ek in th e promotion 
a nd launching of numer
ous films , in c lu d in g Les 
Plouffe, Quest For Fire 
and A/aria Chapdelaine. 

In past months, Ville
neuve has been respon
s ibl e for the launching of 
numerous Twentie th 
Century-Fax's releases in 
the Montreal area, 
including in December, 
Silkwood, To Be Or Not 
To Be, Two of a Kind and 
in February, Heart Like a 

IVheel, Unfaithfu lly 
}'o urs, Reuben, Reuben, 
and Blame It On Rio. 

Vi ll e ne u ve recenth
completed a successfu l 
campaign in Montreal for 
the highly-debated Que
becois film, Rien qu'un 
jeu. She also hea d ed th e 
promotion campaigns fOf' 
the release of the film in 
Quebec Citv, Chi coutimi, 
Hull and o the l' cities 
throughout Quebec. a fter 
a seven-week play in the 
MontrPill area , 

Among her other 
responsibilities. sh e wi ll 
continue to be ilc ti ve lv 
involved in Le Prix 
L.-E. Ouimet - Mo lso n for 
the Association quebe
coise des cri tiques de 
cinema, and in the World 
Film Festival account 
and as director .of the 
Festival press office 
during the annua l event. 

H. Bernstein named MGM/UA branch manager 
Harriet Bernstein, who 
last February joined 
Major distributor MGM/ 
UA as Canadian director 
of publicity and adver
tising, has been promoted 
to Toronto branch 
manager. 

MGM/ UA announced 
her appointment Jan. 11 
in Toronto at a reception 
hosted by the s tudio 's 
president of U.S. and 
Canadian distribution 
Richard Graff, vice
president of publicity Irv 
Ivers, and Canadian 

general manager Joe 
Bl'Own, and atte nded by 
such Canadian industry 
figures as Odeon pres
ident Robert Zahorchak, 
Astral and First Choice 
boss Hilrold Greenberg, 
Cine plex president Garth 
Drab insky, and Harri e t's 
fath e r, Famous Players 
vice-preside nt Jack 
Bernstein. 

As Toronto brilnch 
manager, Bernstein will 
report directly to Brown 
and work c lose ly with 
MGM/ UA's Canadian dis
trict manager Vern 

Haraldson. She becomes 
th e first woman to hold 
an executive sa les posi
tion with the Majors in 
Toron to si nce Linda 
Beath, now" partne r in 
Spectrafi lm , headed the 
U.A. Classics Canaclil 
office in 1982-83. 

Berns tein , who began 
h er career in 1970 as 
ilssbtant e ditor of the 
Canadian Fi lm Digest. 
worked previous ly as a 
publicist for Paramount, 
Ambassador, and Inter
national Film Distributors. 

• 
J. Grafstein appointed 
to Canada's Senate 

Prominent Toronto broad
casting lawve r, political 
advisor, and long-time 
Libel'aJ Party worker Jerry 
Grafstein was among 
eight ne\V appointees 
sworn into the Canadian 
Senate Jan. 16 in Ottilwa. 

The n ew senator has 
bee n involved in co
found ing several Cana
dian broadcasting en ter
prises: Toronto indepen
dent UHF station Citv-
TV : CKO-Canada All 
News Radio ; MTV Il\Iu lti
lingual Television, Toron
to) ; and CUC Ltd. , a 
Toronto-based cable 
l'adio/ TV com pan)'. He 
vvas a lso corporate cuun
'sel for th e un s uccessful 

Premiere national pa\'-D ! 
application in 1981. 

A grad u a te of the 
Uni vers itv of IVestern 
Ontario a nd the Univer
sitv of Toronto, Sen, 
Gl'aftstein was admit ted 
to th e Bar of Ontario in 
1960 an d the Bar of the 
Nort h west TelTitories in 
1971. In 1973, h e \\as 
appoint ed Qu ee n's Coun
sel in Ontal'io , 

In Ottawa, he sened as 
executin' assistant to 
John Turner in 1966 , 
after founding a nd e diting 
the "J o um a l of Liber'a l 
Thought· , He has been a 
special advisor to severa l 
ministries and depart
ments , and in 1974, ser
ved as founding president 
of Red Leaf Communica
tions Ltd ., th e Liberal 
Party's advertiSing and 
production consortium. 

Sen . Grafstein is pres
ently on th e board of the 
Shaw Fest ival and th e 
planning committee of 
th e Stratford Festi\al, 
as well as chairman of 
the O'h:eefe Centre and il 
direc tor of Petro-Canada , 
He is senior pal'tner in 
the Toronto law firm of 
Minden, Gl'OSS, Grafstein 
& Greenste in . 

Lawyer N aney Morrison 
joins CFDC board 
Vancouver laWVCl' NanC\ 
Morrison has bee n 
appointed to th e Cana
dian Film Deve lopme nt 
Corporation (CFDC) Board 
of Direc tocs. 

MOfTison , who \Vi II 
represent the Britis h 
Col umbi a region , is th e 
six th m e mber of the 
CFDC boal'd . The others 
are CFDC president 
Ed Prevost, David Leigh
ton, Muriel Sherrin, 
Claude Bruneau and 
Claude Morin, 

Born in Yorkton, Sas
katchewan, Morrison 
graduated from th e Uni
vers ity of British Co lum
bia with a B.A. in 
Political Science and 
International Studies. 
In 1961. she obtaine d a 
degl'ee from Osgoode 
Hall Law School. Toronto , 
and was admitted to th e 
LilW Societv of Upper 
Canada. She is a m ember 
of th e Ontario , Saskat
chewan and British 
Co lumbia Ba rs. 

Prior to commencing 
full-tim e prilctice of la\\' , 
s h e worked as a social 
w elfare worker and 
reporter for a wpe kh' 
n e wspaper. From 1963 to 
1966, she was a partner 
with LaMarsh and 
LaMarsh of i'l:iagara Falls, 
and from 1966 to 1970 , a 

partner with MOITison , 
MacDonald ilnd Morri son 
of Yorkton , Saskatchewan. 

Morisson moved to 
Vancouver in the earlv 
'70s whe re sh e served a 
~'ear as an assistant cil\ ' 
prosecu tor. She was 
appointed as a Pl'Ovincial 
Court Judge in Bl'itish 
Co lumbia in 1972 , 
presiding primarih' in 
the Criminal Division . 
She took a leave of 
ilbsence in 1~)73 to sen'p 
OIl th e n e \vlv- constituted 
B.C. Labor Re lations 
Board , and took up h er 
Provincial Court duties 
again in 1976, resign ing 
in 1981 to return to 
private practice in 
Vancouver. 
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