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Allarcom gets green light Premier Choix: TV E C jockeys for position 
OTT AW A - I n a series of d eci
sions issued Jan. 5, the Canadian 
Radio-television and Telecom
munications Commission re
affirmed its July '83 decision 
allowing Allarcom Ltd. to ex
tend its Superchannel signal to 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 
the North-west Terl'itories. 

Asked by the federal cabinet 
in September to reconsider 
that decision, the CRTC, follow
ing a public h earing in Vancou
ver Nov. 29, confirmed "without 
change, variation or alterna
tion" Allarcom's amended pay
TV license as defined in the 
July decision . This comprised 
regional obligations to: 

• produce or acquire six 
hours per week of program
ming in Alberta, and a further 
two hours per week in Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan 

• establish creative develop
ment offices in Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan with 1983 bud
gets of$100,000 rising to $260,000 
by 1987 

• an regiunal advisory coun
cil in each province 

• a separate production 
fund for each province, with at 
least 20% of each fund to be 
spent in the province of origin. 

Given the small size of the 
Man., Sask. & NWT's market-
6% of all Canadian cable sub
scribers -, and the high operat
ing costs, required to serve that 
market, the Commission con
sidered that its decision did 
not give Allarcom an undue 
competitive advantage, but did 
allow it to share operating costs 
over a larger subscriber base, 
permitting it "maximum flexi
bility to innovate and experi
ment," and the possibility to 
benefit from "certain econo
mies of scale .. necessary to 
ensure that licensees are finan
cially capable of fulfilling ... 
Canadian content commit
ments ... " In Allarcom's case, 
the Commission had stipulated 
that 35% of revenues be ex
pended on Canadian program
ming. 

Allarcom was the only appli
cant both at the original April 
'83 public hearing and the 
more recent Vancouver hear
ing. First Choice which had 
originally supported Allarcom's 
application to provide service 
to Manitoba, Saskatchewan 
and the N.W. Territories, argued 
against the extension at the 
Vancouver hearing. However, 
the Commission noted, First 
Choice's was the only submis
sion against the Allarcom ex
tension which was supported 
by 37 submissions, including 
that of the government of Sas
katchewan. 

In two related, yet more con
troversial, decisions, also on 
Jan. 5, a majority of the Com
mission's members approved 

th e transfer of effective co n
trol of B.e. region a l pay-TV 
licensee Aim Satellite Broad
casting COI'p . originally lice n
sed to se rve B.e. and the Yukon 
to Allarcom Ltd ., a nd allowed 
Allarcom to ex tend its I'egional 
license to include B.e. and th e 
Yukon on an interim basis. 

Limiting Allal'com's share
holdings in Aim to 50%, the 
Commission stipulated that 
Aim's board of directors "be 
compl'ised of a clear majority 
of residents of British Columbia 
and the yukon." Furthermore 
the CRTC made it a condition 
of approval of the transfer that 
"Aim spends 45% of its total 
revenues.. on Canadian pro
gramming in each year over 
the term of the license." Also 
the Commission approved a 
proposal submitted by the ap
plicant to increase weekly pro
gramming hours to 168 from 
the applicant's original 60 . 

As a condition of approval of 
the transfer, the Commission 
required that Aim: 

• expend a minimum total 
of$12 million in Canadian pro-

(conI. page 23) 

MONTR EAL- In the lat es t round 
of what Canadian Radio-tele
vision and Telecommunica
tions Commission IC RTC) chair
man Andre Bureau has terme d 
"applica tions for s urvival mea
sUl'es," Canadian pay-TV action 
shifted abru ptly from the west 
to the east. 

Now it was the tum of Mont
real's two-financially desperate 
Fre nch-language pay services 
to petition th e CRTC for ap
proval of a corporate and m a n
agerial rea lign ment. 

The events that led up to the 
CRTC public hearing Jan . 13 
were a complex series of man
oeuvres as the parties involved 
jockeyed to define the terms to 
be debated at the hearing. 

• On Dec. 15, national French 
licensee First Choice/Premier 
Choix and regional licensee 
TVEC announced their inten
tion to fuse into a new com
pany called Premier Choix: 
TVEe. The fusion wou ld be 
made possible by $3 million 
from the Quebec government's 
cultural industries bank, 
SODICC, which would also be 
a partner in the new venture. 

• The following day, Pre
mier Choix and TVEC asked 

Telefilm Canada to promote 
MONTREAL - Although no one 
is willing to talk about it offi
cially, deputy minister Robert 
Rabinovitch at the department 
of Communications is carefully 
following a project entit led 
Telefilm Canada - a revised 
version of the Film Canada pro
ject which failed so dismally 
last year. 

Telefilm Canada, according 
to insiders, would be the new 
division of the Canadian Film 
Development Corporation, re
sponsible for the promotion 
and marketing of Canadian 
films abroad. Most probably, it 
would also take-over the work 
of the Film Festivals Bureau 
which, at present, operates at 
arm's length from all other 
federal agencies. 

The Film Canada project, 
originally an umbrella group 
including the CFDC, the Natio
nal Film Board, CBC/ Radio
Canada and various provincial 
bodies, received a resounding 
vote of no-confidence from the 
priVate sector which felt 1) ex
cluded in its formation, 2) that 
the group, with its governmen
tal producers like the NFB, was 
in competition with the private 
sector and 3) had little confi
dence in the staff of Film Ca
nada. 

Although the actual goals 
and make-up of Telefilm Ca
nada have not been made pub
lic land most probably will not 
be revealed until the fedel'al 

film policy is announced) , at 
least the arrival of Armand 
Cournoyer at the CFDC as the 
person responsible for di stri
bution has shored up the staff 
component of the equation. 

Meanwhile, in what mayor 
may not be construed a s Tele
film Canada's maiden voyage, 
the CFDC is mustering a large 
cont ingent to attend the Ameri
can Film Market in Los Angeles 
in March. Among staff members 
heading for L.A. will be CFDC 
president Ed Prevost, general 
directOl' Andre Lamy, head of 
the Broadcast Fund Peter Pear
son, head of Distribution Ar
mand Cournoyer, Information 
agents Karen Lawre nce a nd 
Claude Daigneault, and Distri
bution Co-ordinator Ann 
Brown. 

Buying and selling at the 
American Film Market is a 
closed shop, and only m embers 
of the AFM are allowed to deal 
during the marke t. From Ca na
da, only Andre Roy of Film
accord is a member of the AFM. 
The CFDC, like other foreign 
government bodies, is an asso
ciate member of the AFM and, 
although not authorized to do 
any concrete business th ere, is 
encouraged to show the flag 
and make contact with others 
participating in the market. As 
of Jan. 18, the CFDC still had no 
list of Canadians planning to 
attend the AFM. 

the CRTC to approve manage
ment of th e two ex isting ser
vices by a n ew committee 
made up of the three partners 
as an inte rim step toward con
so lidating a si ngle service. 

In the same breath, First 
Choice asked the CRTC to 
amend its license requiring it 
to provide a separate and dis
tinct national French-language 
service. 

Concerned with the national 
availability of a national Fl'ench 
pay-TV service and unclear as 
to SODICC's role in th e pro
posed consoldiation, the CRTC 
called fo r a public hearing 
Jan. 13. 

• On Jan . 3, however, First 
Choice/ Premier Choix, TVEC 
and SODICC unveiled amend
ments to their initital Dec. 15 
aggrement, decreasing SODICC's 
power on the Premier Choix : 
TVEC board, and making First 
Choice th e key player with 40% 
of the board. 

Also made publ ic for the first 
time was extensive financial 

information disclosing Premier 
Choix and TVEC's combined 
deficits of over $20 million for 
1983-1984. The fusion of the 
two companies, however, as 
well as SODICC's $3 million, 
would increase the new ven
ture's credit margin consider
ably. With a combined s ub
scriber base of just over 90,000, 
the new venture could break
even with 114,000 subscribers 
by December '84, and become 
profitable by 1986. Projecting 
income of $17.5 million by 1988-
89, the new venture promised 
half that amount to large ly 
Quebec-originated Canadian 
content product. 

These optimistic projections 
would a ll be revised down
wards at the Montreal hearing 
by First Choice counsel Peter 
Grant. 

Finally, the hearing opened 
before CRTC chairman Bureau 
and commissioners Jim Rob
son, Monique Coupal and Marc 
Gervais. In a faithful reflection 
of the uncertainties of Canadian 
pay-TV, the hearing was a com
bination of figures that changed 
with blurring speed and cumu
lative weariness before the 
regulatory process. As one dis
gruntled observer put it, "Th ey 
wear you out with figures so 
that by the time they ge t to the 
programming content that's 
really important. everybody's 
too tired to .care ." 

Opening the hearing, Bureau, 
with a recent copy of the Que
bec TV guide, "TV Hebdo" in 
hand, wondered w hy Premier 
Choix : TVEC was appearing 
before the CRTC since the new 
company had already listed its 
programming schedule. 

The banter was sometimes 
biting as key First Choice share
holder Harold Greenberg ob-

served that he had spent both 
his b irthday and his wedding 
anniversary before the Com
missio n, indeed that since his 
involvement with First Choice, 
it seemed that h e done little 
other than appear before th e 
Commission . 

Bureau refrained from wish
ing Greenberg happy birthday, 
observing that the last time a 
CRTC had wished happiness 
on an applicant the latter had 
not obtaine d a license . 

There were moments of acute 
embarrassment, as when in 
response to grilling from Bu
reau, no-one from First Choice, 
Premier Choix or TVEC knew 
what the proposed new com
panis total fee to a subscriber 
would be. 

Harold Greenberg made an 
impassioned pitch for "a new 
and exciting pay-TV" where 
one could see " Tootsie, Gandhi, 
every major feature film in a 
proper window in advance of 
television ." Part of Canadian 
pay's difficulties, Greenberg 
said, stemmed "from a national 
mentality to fight pay-TV in 
every area." The programming 
pay-TV had expected in the 
past, he went on , " just wasn't 
available. Now it is ." 

Above all, there was plenty 
of old-fashioned horse-trading, 
with the Commission attempt
ing to draw the applicants into 
making committments, and 
the applicants attempting not 
to. 

(cant , page 23) 

Combines report 
put off until March 
TORO NTO - The delav for 
Combines Act investigato~ Law
son Hunter's six-month report 
on changes initiated last Julv in 
Canadian film distribution ~nd 
exhibition practices has been 
extended. 

Hunter was due to present 
his report to the Restrictive 
Trade Practices Commission 
Ja n . 1, but asked for a nd 
rece ive d an ex tens ion to Mar. 1 
to assess industrv activity over 
the Christmas p~riod . -

Last June, while act ing on 
behalf of a complaint bv Ci ne
plex Co rp . that th e U.S . 'Majors 
were fa vouring th e countn.'s 
two larges t c h ai ns, Fama'us 
Players and Canadian Odeon, 
with th ei l' first-run product, 
Hunter asked the RTPC to post
pone a scheduled hearing after 
the MajOl's agreed to certain 
undertakings to change their 
distribution practices . 

The unde rtakings, in effect, 
introduced a bidding system 
on first-run movies . 

The RTPC agreed to the post
ponement, but among other 
conditions r~quested for a six
month progress report. 
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• CIME MAti 
Bureau reaffirms C RTC's pay intentions 

vision ... will evolve over time." 
Noting that "virtually all .. . the 
participants" at the Vancouver 
hearing "supported the Com
mission's pay television objec
tives, market structure and 
regulatory approach," the CRTC 
statement - in a series of docu
ments entitled "Decisions and 
notices related to pay television" 
- gave warning that "partici
pants in the industry must 
assume primary responsibility 
for the viable development of 
pay television." 

OTTAWA - Wanted: a distinc
tive, competitive-model, Cana
dian pay-television system that 
will maximize opportunities 
for the funding of Canadian 
programming. 

In a major statement Jan. 5 
reiterating its committment to 
the development of "a strong 
distinctly Canadian pay-tele
vision system," the Canadian 

Radio-tel evision and Telecom
munications Commission 
(CRTC) through its recently 
appointed new chairman, 
Andre Bureau, outlined its re
cognition of " the fragility of 
this evolving new industry" 
and gave notice it would be 
"sensitive and flexible", ap
proaching the fledgling indus
try with "minimal regulatory 

constraints ." 
Reviewing the general evolu

tion of the year since Canadian 
pay-television's official launch 
Feb. 1, 1983 through the public 
hearing on regionals in Van
couver Nov. 29, the Commission, 
in a defence of its original March 
'82 pay-TV decision, reaffirmed 
its belief that "the principle of a 
distinctive Canadian pay-tele-
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DIRECTOR OF FRENCH 
PRODUCTION NAMED 
Daniel Pinard has been named 
Director of French Production. His 
appointment, effective January 17, 
follows on a long career of media 
experience. Pinard attended 
Montreal schools, and then studied 
and taught sociology at Rutgers 
University in New Jersey (1972) . 
Since then he has worked as a 
writerfor Maclean' s, as ajournalist/ 
interviewer on Radio-Canada for 
"Ie 60," "Telemag," "Au Point," and 
"Sciences-Realite." He also work
ed as a producer in French Produc
tion at the N FB in 1979 and ear lier 
as a scriptwriter and researcher for 
several filmmakers at the Board. 
Pinard replaces the former head 
of French Production, Jean-Marc 
Garand, who wil l become head of 
the N FB's office in Paris, February 1. 

CANADIAN STORIES '84 
Atlantis Films of Toronto in col
laboration with the N F B have 
begun production on 8 half-hour 
television dramas adapted from 
some of Canada's finest short 
stories. Shooting for the series, 
tentatively t itled Canadian Stories 
'84, began on January 30 in and 
around Montreal and will continue 
until June with locations in Mont
real, Edmonton and Calgary. Casting 
is complete for the first two stories; 
Mordecai Richler's Bambinger, to 
be directed by Academy Award
w inning N FB filmmaker Beverly 
Shaffer and Sinclair Ross's Painted 
Door, which will star Linda Goran-

NFB Offices in Canada: 
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Norman Mclaren, seen above on location for Neighbours, will be honored in Boston in 
March. 

sen, Eric Peterson and August Schel
lenberg will be directed by award
winning Toronto filmmaker Bruce 
Pittman. Other storie~ in the series 
are : Morley Callagahan's A Cap for 
Steve (Director : Robert Duncan), 
Sinclair Ross's One's A Heifer 
(Director : Anne Wheeler), Guy 
Vanderhaeghe's Cages (Director 
TBA), David Walker's A Good Tree 
That Christmas (Director: Giles 
Walker), W.P. Kinsella's John Cat 
(Director: Wolf Koenig) and Morley 
Callaghan'sAII the Years of Her Life 
(Director: Don McBrearty). To 
date, the series has been presold to 
Globa~ TV in Ontario for prime
time telecast. The series is being 
made with the participation of the 
C.F.D.C. 

Headquarters· Montreal (514) 333·3452 
Pacific region· Vancouver (604) 666-1716 
Prairie region· Winnipeg (204) 949-4129 
Ontario region· Toronto (416) 369-4094 

McLAREN TO BE 
HONORED IN BOSTON 
A gala film program honoring 
Norman Mclaren will be held in 
Boston at the 11 ~O-seat Exeter 
Theater on Thursday, March 8 . The 
evening is sponsored by the Boston 
Film/Video Foundation and the 
Canadian Consulate General in 
Boston. Senior state and city offi
cials and the public will attend a 
screening of McLaren' s films which 
will include his latest work, Narcis
sus, and his Oscar-winning short 
Neighbours. Donald McWilliams, 
McLaren's biographer and tech
nical assistant on Narcissus, wil 
attend the event on Mr. McLaren's 
behalf. 

National Capital-Ottawa (613) 996·4259 
Quebec region· Montreal (514) 283-4823 
Atlantic region - Halifax (902) 426·6000 
plus offices in most major cities 

• 
Pay-TV licensees, the Com

mission stated, had not "fully 
explored "a number of avenues 
available to them." Licensees 
were urged to review their 
marketing strategy and affilia
tion arrangements with cable 
companies, and were advised 
to reduce "the fierce and heavy
handed head-to-head competi
tion that has ... characterized 
the marketing behaviour of 
general interest licensees ... " 
The Commission also noted 
that it was "concerned" with 
the high rates charged to pay
TV subscribers and encouraged 
distributors and exhibitors to 
seek ways reduce fees. How
ever, the Commission an
nounced that it "does not wish 
to engage in pay television rate 
regulation at this time ," adding 
that its regulatory contraints 
on the pay-TV industry would 
be "minimal" and "flexible ." 

The CRTC drew a generally 
positive picture of pay-TV's first 
"turbulent" year of operation, 
noting that Canadian pay had 
attracted some 500,000 sub
scribers and that some licensees 
had "actually exceeded their 
projections." 

The statement characterized 
the industry as having seen 
"the emergence of two strong 
participants," and that firm 
financial committments to the 
'.'alue of $100 million had been 
made to Canadian programs, 
providing employment oppor
tunities for Canadian writers, 

-direc tors, producers, perform
ers and technicians. 

Reiterating its belief that 
Canadian pay-TV "was begin
ning to provide programming 
diversity and expanding view
ing choices in most regions 
across the country," the state
ment stressed that "the primary 
objective of the pay television 
system is to create a distinc
tively Canadian service." Cana
dian programming, the Com
mission said, "is ... a vital ele
ment distinguishing the national 
and the regional licensees." 

The message, in short, was 
clear: it was up to the licensees 
to provide a pay-TV system thaI 
lived up to these objectives . To 
the extent they did just that, the 
CRTC would "impose ... mini
mum regulatory restrictions ... " 
In the contrary case, what the 
Commission could do will no 
doubt become clear during 
Canadian pay-TV's second year. 

A P F Q prez steps down 
MONTREAL - Pierre Lamy has 
stepped down as president of 
the Association des produc
teurs de films du Quebec 
(APFQ) following his reGent 
appointment as a commission
er for the new Regie du cinema. 

Lamy, who recently produced 
Claude Jutra's latest feature Le 
silence, became president of 
the APFQ in the summer '83. 

The APFQ's new pl'esident 
will be announced in the week 

. beginning Jan. 22 after a meet
ing of the association's execu
tive committee. 



• CINE MAC:; • 
C RTC Can-content announcement due April 1 Rogers drops $15 million 
OTTAWA ~ As first repol'ted in 
Cinema Canada No. 102 , the 
Canadian Radio-television and 
telecommunications Commis
sion (CRTCI has officially an
nounced the postponement of 
the implementation date for 
the new Canadian content te le
vision certification proposals. 

Originallv s lated to go into 
effect Jan. 3, the Commission, 
in a public notice Dec. 13 an
nounced that the new proposed 
implementa tion date would 
now be Apri l 1, 1984 "as the 
Commission has not yet com
pleted its consu ltation with 
industry representatives on this 
matter." 

Revoking paragraph 6(21 of 
the Television Broadcasting 
Regulations, th e Commission 
proposedtochangethereporG 
ing period for the measure
ment of Canadian co nte nt from 
an annual to a semi-annual 
basis, as vvell as a c hange in the 
method of m easuring Canadian 
content to a minimum percent
age requirement of Canadian 
programs instead of a maxi
mum a llowable percentage of 
non-Canadian programs. 

private li cense-holders, not less 
th an 50%. 

The Commission a lso pro
posed to a llow station or net
work operators an additi.onal 
two minutes of advertis in g 
during any clock hour between 
6 a.m. and 6 p.m. " if th at addi
tional.. material is made up 
entire ly e ntirely of advertise
ments for upcoming Canadian 
programs ... " 

While the Commission's pro
posed guid e lin es for Ca nad ian 
program recognition are based 
on a point system similar to 
that used for Canadian recogni
tion of feature film s, more de
tails won't be available until 
the CRTC has completed its 
deliberations. 

TORO NTO ~ Roge rs Cabl e sys
tem s In c. re ported a loss before 
ex traordinary ite m s of $15 .1 
million for the fi sca l year e nd
ingAug. 31,1983 , in a s tate ment 
I'el e ased Jan . 12 in Toronto. 

The $15.1 million loss com
pared with a re s tated loss of 

. $9.9 million in 1982, and loss 
per s hare was 84 cents com
pared to a restated loss of 65 
cents the previo us year. 

Rogers reported gross rev
en ues of $364.2 million com
pared with $244.4 million in 
1982 . Operating income in
creased to $125.8 million com
pared wi th $85.1 million the 
previous year. Compa ny assets 

at fi scal vear's e nd were report
e d at S917 million , a nd long
te T'm debt S637.4 million. 

Results for both 1983 and 
1982 include 100 percent of the 
operations of Rogers UA Cable
svstems, said the statemen t. 
The assets and liabilities of 
Rogers UA lVere divided Aug. 
31. 1983, between Rogers and 
United Artists Communications 
Inc. of San Francisco. Financial 
statements from Sept. 1. 1983 , 
onward wi ll retlect on Iv the 
results of cab lesystems retain
e d by Rogers, which serves 
approximate ly 1.9 million sub
scribers in Canada, the U.S., 
a nd Ire la nd . 

The Commission gave notice 
of the imminen t rel ease of "a 
further announcement con
cerning the definition of a 
Canadian program early in 
1984." 

Thus, during each six-month 
period commencing Oct. 1 and 
ApI'i l 1 of each year, th e total 
amo unt of time devoted by anv 
station or network to the broad
casting of Canadian programs 
"shall not... be less tha n 60% of 
the total tim e d evoted to .. 
broadcasting" during the hours 
of the broadcast day (up to 18 
consecutive hours from 6. a.m. 
to one a.m. the following day). 

MONTREAL~ The National Film Premier, TV E C sue for union 
Board of Canada has named 

In a related public notice on 
Canadian content in television, 
the Commission Nov. 24 pro
posed certain amendments to 
its Television Broadcasting 
Regulations, including Cana
dian content regulation, to take 
effect Oct. 1, 1984. 

Between 6 p.m. and midnight, 
Canadian content for public 
license-holders must be not 
" less than 60% of the total time 
devoted" to the broadcasting of 
programs, or, in the case of 

Daniel Pinard di rector of (c ant. from p . 21) 
French production. 

A former NFB producer, The Commission's key areas 
scriptwriter/researcher, and of concern, as retlected in the 
te levision journalist, Pinard commissioners' 
replaces Jean-Marc Garand seemed to be: 

questions, 

who Feb. 1 goes to Paris to head • a search for guarantees 
th e NFB office there. that Premier Choix: TVEC 

would not in a mere matter of 
months be in the same financial 
predicament as Premier Choix 
or TVEC 

canadian 
motion picture 

equipment 
rentals ltd. 

33 granby st., toronto, onto M5B 1 M 1 
tel. 416 - 977-7113 

• an attempt to minimize 
th e role of the Quebec govern
ment in the proposed new e n
tity's decision-making struc
tures and programming by en
larging the Premier Choix: 

16mm N PR Camera 
2 400' Mags 
Battery Crystal 
9.5/95 lens 
in case _______________________________________________________ $7,000.00 

16mm ACL French Camera 
2 400' Mags 

TVEC board to include Franco
phones from outside Quebec 

• a guarantee that if the 
new entity could not meet its 
commitments to provide a 
national, French-language ser
vice, that obligation would 
immediately revert to First 
Choice as a condition of license 

• assurances that Premier 
Choix: TVEe's commitment 
to the Quebec production in
dustry would in reality involve 
more than the dubbing of 
American films into French. 

How adequately the appli
can ts were able to satisfy the 
Commission will become ap
parant in the forthcoming de
cision, which the applicants 
s tressed had to be rendered by 
Jan. 31 at th e latest. 

The Premier Choix: TVEC 
application was supported by 
five interventions from Quebec 
producers, distributors, tech
nicians and cable operators 
and, from outside Quebec, by 
Ontario Superchannel presi
dent Steven Harris. 

Most of the Quebec inter
veners were unanimous in 
urging the CRTC to make sure 
that the new entity would live 
up to its financial and Cana
dian content commitments. 

12/120 Angenieux Lens 
Battery 
Case __________________________________________________________ $ 1 0,000.00 C RTC renders Western decision 
CP 16mm Reflex Camera 
12/120 lens 
2 Mags 
2 Batteries 
1 C harg e r _______________________________________________________ $ 4,500.00 

Bolex R. 16mm Camera $500.00 

Pathe 16mm Camera _________________ $400.00 

Bell & Howell 70 DR 
Camera with 3 lenses _________________ $600.00 

Pic Sync ACMADE 
16m m M oto ri sed ____________________________________________ B E ST 0 F FER 

16/35 Steen beck 6000 ________________ $9,000.00 

35 Steen beck $8,000.00 

16mm Steen beck 900 $6,000.00 

16mm Arri 5 Camera 
3 lenses----------- --__________ $2,500.00 

16mm 2-Picture Upright 
Moviola with 4 mag tracks 
and 4 optical tracks almost new ____________ $3,500.00 

(cant. from p. 21) 

grams during the term of its 
license, with $1 million to be 
spent in the first year of opera
tion 

• a script and concept de
velopment fund, with a $500,000 
investment in immediate seed 
money, and the subsequent 
allocation of 2.7% of gross re
venues 

• a program production 
fun d to be establish ed from the 
profits, 75% of which is to be 
invested in regionally-based 
projects 

• the investment of 100% of 
the company's profits ovelO the 
first five years of operations in 
Canadian productions 

• the establishment of a B.e. 
creative development depart
ment 

• the a llocation of6% of total 
revenues in the acquisition of 
regional productions 

• a minimum of eight hours 
per week of programming ac
quired in the B.C./Yukon region 

(for an across-the board re
gional total of 16 hours in pro
gramming) 

• a seven-member regional 
advisory committee ofB.e. and 
Yukon residents to recommend 
on the use of the program pro
duction fund 

• the initiation of six feature 
films in the B.C./Yukon region 
during the first year of operation 

• 18% of a ll feature films dis
tributed to be Canadian 

• 12.5% of the 168 hours to be 
children's programming 

• th e restriction of adu lt 
movies to a maximum 12 hours 
per week (not before midnight ). 

On the basis of these com
mittments, the CRTC authoriz
ed Allarcom to provide interim 
service to B.e. and the Yukon 
until Sept . 30, 1984. The Com
mission made it a condition of 
approval that Allarcom "spe nd 
45% of its total revenues from 
its ove rall Western Canada pav 
television ope rations on Cana
dian programming during this 
interim period ." 
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• C I" E MAt; • 
Snow plays across Canada dian fi lmmakers - if only short 

film s would come back. "People 
say, 'Why get exdted over a 
short film ?', but it' s a form we 
really e njoy," he said. "A 15-
minute production can be high 
quality." 

Bureau takes firm hold at C RTC 
TORONTO - Snow, a IS-minute 
live action fantasy produced by 
Toronto independents Tibor 
Takacs and Stephe n Zoller, has 
received substantial theatrical 
play over the holiday season in 
both Canada and the United 
States. 

The Christmas-themed short, 
produced last summer for 
$100,000 and premiered at the 
1983 Festival of Festivals, was 
handled through Famous Play
ers in Canada and the United 
Artists Theatre chain in the U.S. 
Produce r Zoller reports screen
ings of the film to date in New 
York, Chicago, Los Angeles, 
Vancouver, Edmonton, Calgary, 
Ottawa, Montreal, and Halifax. 

The producers plan lots of 
promotion for both Canada's 
Genie Awards and the Academy 
Awards in Hollywood since the 
film is eligible for nomination 
in both competitions. 

For th e Oscars, Snow quali
fi es in th e bes t live action shol't 
ca tegory. But for the Genies, all 
s horts - live action, documen
tary, a nd animation - are 
gro uped into a single category, 
and a mong this year's entries is 
the NFB's If You Love This 
Pla net - an Oscar winner las t 
year as best short docume ntary. 

Zoller worries the NFB film's 
advance reputation will hurt 
Snow' s ch a nces. "The ques
tion is, will people vote for Ij 
\/ou Love This Planet without 
seeing it ?" he wonders. He 
would -like to see the Academy 
of Ca nadian Cinema follow the 
Oscar format for short films , 
offering live action, documen
tary, and animation prizes. 

With the Canadian feature 
film industry slumping badly, 
Zoller sees th ea trical short film 
production as perhaps an 
opportunity for young Cana-
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Zo ll e r describes Snow as "a 
throwback to the pre-World 
Wa r 1/ e ra, to films like the 
Three Stooges, live action enter
ta inme nt s horts . j think Ameri
can audiences are picking up 
on that. " 

TORONTO - Cineplex Corp., 
movin g to better compete in 
th e firs t-run movie market, has 
a nnounced plans to build three 
new thea tres as well as renova
tion p la ns for four existing sites 
and th e acquisition of an ex is t
ing theatre. 

Cine plex president Garth 
Drabinsky announced Jan . 16 
in Toronto the company's plans 
to build two new theatres in 
Toronto and one in Vancouve r 
at a total cost of $2.25 million. 

MONTREAL - Observing th e 
CRTC's new chairman Andre 
Bureau at work, one gets th e 
uncanny impression that the 
lege ndary Pierre Jun eau has 
returned to his old haunts. 

I n pa rt the ressemblan ce is 
physica l : both men are s light 
a nd h aw k-nosed , and with 
the ir half-glasses on co nvey a 
s imilar look of chi lling severity. 
Like Ju neau , Bureau appears 
to have mastered the comp lex
ities of the federal government's 
most vis ible regulatory agency 
with con summate speed. At 
his second public hearing since 
becoming CRTC chairman 
Nov. 16, Bureau seemed co m
p letely at ease, on top of a 
mountain offinancia l informa
tion that he had digested more 
thoroughly than the app li cant s 
th e m selves. 

A lavvyer from Trois- Rivieres, 
Burea u, prior to his appoint-

MADE TO MEASURE SALE 
FAMOUS MINOLTA METERS 

NOW READ 1/50 OF A SECOND 

AUTO METER III Digital display reads to 
within a tenth of a stop while its analogue display 
allows for memory and averaging. The meter 
automatically shuts off after two minutes yet readily 
recalls its last reading. P ersonal calibration of .± 1 
E .V. allows you to fme tune to your own equipment 
or stock. 

SPOTMETER M Long ~ecognized as the best 
spotmeter available , it now shares features of the 
Auto III F 1 / 50 of a second speed; memory and 
averaging; automatic shut-off and recall. More uni
que , it is the only spotmeter to directly display the 
aperture (within 1 / 10 of a stop of course) in the 
meter viewfinder. Now that's convenient! 

COLOUR METER II Redefines the colour 
temperature meter. Imagine with a push of the but
ton, it self zeroes; reads all three colours; deter
mines the actual colour temperature and the re
quired wratten filter correction . That's fast! Its sen
sitivity and ease of operation will amaze you . 

Since all meters are electronic, with no movement, 
they will give years of reliable service. The blue 
s ilicon cell material has incredible range, whether 
reading by candle or 10K. It is instantaneous and 
accurate. Queen Street Camera is the only com
pany to carry the complete system and demonstrate 
the extensive accessories. Come in and try one on! 

Queen Street 
Camera Exchange 
85 Queen Street E. 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5C lSI 
(416) 862-0300 

The Studio 
Centre 
26 DalhOUSie Street 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5B 2A6 
(416) 862-0300 

m e nt as CRTC chairman by 
Comm unications mll1lst er 
Francis Fox, was pres iden t of 
Ca nadian Satellite Communi
ca tions In c. (CanCom ), and a 
form e r , unsuccessful pay-TV 
app li cant with Tel e m edia a nd 
Astral Bellevue Pathe. 

Bureau's insider knowl edge 
of Ca nadian pay-TV was appa
rent at the recent Montrea l 
CRTC hearing where on two 
se pa rate occas ions h e e mbar
I-assed applicants FirstChoice/ 
Pre mier Choix and TVEC on 
th e unreliability of th e ir finan
cial information . 

"The quality of the d ecisions. 
w e render," Bureau sa id in hi s 
opening re marks at the hear
ing, " is the meas ure of th e 
information we rece ive." 

On repeated occas ions, Bu
reau stressed that th e CRTC 
wanted to "be reassured that 
the problem we have not be 
tra n sferred to a new e ntity. We 
want to so lve the problem," h e 
continued, suggesting that 
s uch a solution was large ly 
d ep ende nt on the applicants' 
readiness to fully disclose in
formation . 

Bureau seems to clearly 
want to di s tinguish th e respon
sibilities of the regulator from 
those of the industrv. [n the 
area of pay-TV, Bureau has 
s tated that the industry itself 
must bear " the primar~' res
ponsibility" for the successfu l 
operation of Canadian pay. 

"Too often," said Bureau at 
th e Montreal hearing, "once 
the licenses have been granted , 
it 's not th e licensees that ge t 
hell. " 

Shifting the onus of Canada's 
pay-TV controversy away from 
th e regu lator and back onto th e 
industry , then , wou ld seem to 
th e thrust of the Bureau s tra
tegy so far. To do this, Bureau 
has offered the industry a carrot 
of minimal reg ulation and a se t 
of genera l objectives that char
acterize Canadian pay-TV as 
di s tin cth ' Canadian , na tional 
(in FI'e nch and English), \ 'e t 
s tron g ly regional a t th e sa m e 
time. 

It 's an offel" some observers 
fee l. that th e indu stl'v ca n 't 
refuse. 

The Grey Fox 
to steal show on CBC 
TORONTO - CBC will televise 
th e Genie's 1983 best picture 
The Grey Fo;.:, Sunday Feb. 5 at 
9 p .m . est. 

Winner of 'seven Ge nie 
awards in 1983, The Grev FoX 
stars Richard Farnsworth and 
Jackie Burroughs and te lls th e 
true story of aging stagecoach 
robber Bill Minel~s discoven' of 
a new line of work after' 33 
years in a U.S . jail. The story of 
Canada's first train robber was 
directed by Phillip Borsos. 



• CINE MA(; • 
Ontario counts 36 features produced in 1 983 for $ 55 million 
TORONTO - Thirty-six theatric
al or te levision features were 
filmed in whole 01' in part in 
Ontario during 1983, according 
to the Ontario Fi lm/Video Office. 

Of those 36 , well over half -
11 theatrical features and 10 
made-for-TV movies - w ere 
filmed in Toronto, according to 
the City of Toronto's Fi lm Liai
son Office. 

The Ontario office boasts 
Toronto as North America's 
third largest film a nd TV pro
duction cen tre, be hind on ly 
Los Ange les and New York, and 
says an es timate d $55.1 mi l
lion was spent loca lly on last 
yeal"s productions , 

For every film dollar spent in 
Ontario, the office estimates 
$1.50 to $3.00 are put into th e 
Ontario economy. 

Headed by Sandra Johnso n , 
and s taffed by Ga il Thomson 
a nd Lynn Jemison , the Ontario 
Film/V ideo Office's job is to 
persuade Canadian and foreign 
filmm a kers to produce in On
tario, T heir la test successes 
have bee n to persuade MGM, 
with its $10 million feature Mrs. 
Soffel , and the Canadia n pro
ducer-director team of Peter 
O'Brian and Phillip Borsos, 
wi th another big budget pro
ject Father Christmas, to shoot 
in On tario. 

T he Toronto Film Liaison 
Office, headed by Naish McH ugh 
a nd s taffed by David Plant and 
Rhonda Silverstone, iss ue per
mits for a ll filmmaking activity 
w ithin the city. 

Total budgets of th e 11 fea
tures sho t in Toronto la s t year 
totalled $44,200,000 , and the 10 
TV movies tota ll ed $9,680,000. 
Of this total ($53 .8 million ), 
McHugh estim a tes $18 million 
was spent in th e City on hote ls , 
talent fees, meals, equipme nt 
rentals, and other expenses. An 
average shooting day usu a lly 
cos ts producers $35,000. 

McHugh points out that 
almost $1 00 million worth of 
commercials were shot in 
Toronto in 1983, Other activity 
included three independent 
TV series, three documentaries, 
and two indepe nde nt TV spe-

Pro Show 
highlights photo 
innovations & video 
TORONTO - The third annual 
display of professional photo 
equipme nt, Pro Show '84, 

organize d and sponsored by 
Queens 51. Ca m era w ill be he ld 
February 27-29 at th e Inn on th e 
Park in Toronto. 

Organ ized by David Won , the 
show affords an excell e nt op
portunity for profess ion a ls to 
see manufacturers' produc t 
and talk to factory representa
tives. A first for this year's show 
will be a full display of video 
equipment from Sony, 

cia ls, as we ll as location shoot
ing for CBC, CTV, and Global 
TV programs which need to 
pi ck-up th e occasional ex terior 
shot. 

Off 11 features shot in Toronto 
las t year, three were Ca nadian 
produced: Loose Ends (produ
cer Damien Lee), Unfinis hed 
Busin ess (Don Owen a nd An
nette Co hen), and Thrill Kill 
(Tony Kramre ither ). Canadian 
producer Robert Cooper made 
The Guardian for Home Box 

Office, and John Ecke rt and 
Bruce Raymond produced 
Blacklight for CBS. Two Paki s
tani fi lms, Doryabi Keyabi and 
Kam ya ki , were m ade. The 
remainder were Ame rican 
pro jects : MGM produced two, 
A Chris tmas Story and l'v/artin's 
Day; The Ladd Co. made Police 
Academy ; David Puttnam shot 
part of Warner Bros" The Killing 
Fields in th e city. 

TV features included three 
by RSL Fi lms, Bedroom Eyes, 

Hea venlv Bodies , and Over
drawn ~ t the A/emory Bank. 
Others were Between Friends 
(produ ced by Robert Cooper/ 
HBO ), Reno and the Doc (Rose 
and Ruby ), Toronto Trilogy 
(Citv-TV ), When We First Met 
(Su;1rise Films/Learni ng Corp. 
of America ), Wild Fire - The 
Story of Tom Longboat (David 
Tu cker) , Willmar 8 (Orion TV), 
and 1995: QuebeC-Canada 
(Primedia ). 

Independen t TV series sh ot 

in Toronto includ ~Oll" .;.;:d 
Daughters IAt lantis Films ), 
SCTV 10Id Firehall Prod./ AII
arcom ), and The Edison Twins 
IVentura Pictures / Ne lvana l. 
Documentaries includeA i\Io1'ie 
For Kate (Skv Works) , John 
Kim Bell (Anthony Azzopardi), 
and Modern Co untry (Tad 
Jaworski J. Te levision specials 
include Aly Own Way To Rock 
(Simcom ) and The First Howie 
Mandel Special (Velve t Produc
tions ). 

MORE MOVIES AND TV SHOWS CHOOSE A 
CANADIAN·OWNED COMPLETION GUARANTOR 

ifF ~ Prod~c.d by AI.n Bennett 
e .ecutlv6 producer Jarn Winther 

DRAW 
Produced by Ronald Cohen 

COUNTRY WIFE THE~ 
GUARD AN 

Produced and Directed 
by J oh n Thomson Produced by Robe rt Cooper 

THE SLIM DUSTY MOVIE HI! CHAMPION 
Produced by Kent Chadwick Produced by Yves Hebert 

THE SECRET DIARY HILLARY CLIMBING 
OF SIGMUND FREUD JOSKE'S THUMB 

Produced by Peer Oppenheimer Produced by MIke Gill 
and Wendy Hyland 

NOBODY AN EVENING AT 
THE IMPROV 

MAKE5MECRY 

THE * THE SETTLEMENT TERRY 
FOX THE NUTCRACKER 
STORY - A FANTASY ON ICE 

ST. LOmS SQUARE 
Producers : Robert Langevin 

and Richard Sadler 

THE IRISH R.M. 
Produced by Chris Neame 

THE HAIRDRESSERS 
Produced by Renee Perlmutter 
Line Producer Richard Baker 

CHRONlaUE DES ANNEES 60 

Produced by Claude Bonin 

M(JJ1-IEI~ 
l.JC)])E 

SONATINE 

PHAR LAP 

THE BIG HOUSE 
Produced by Bruce Mallen and 
George Mendeluk 

LA SAGA DES GLORIEUX 
ENZO FERRARI 
Produced and D"ec led by 
Yves Heberl 

Annie's Coming Out 
Produced by Do n Murray 

THE PAMPEL-MOUSE SHOW 

RIEN QU'UN JEU 
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• CIME MAt; • 

Quebec's top film brass in place, $1 0 million ready for April 1 
MONTREAL - With a flurry of 
nominations made just before 
Christmas, Quebec has put in 
place the infrastructures upon 
which to hang the three parts 
of its new Cine ma Law. 

Basically, the Cinema Law 
create d three new agencies: 
th e (new) [nstitut Quebecois 
du Cine m a (IQC ) which I,vill 
cons ist sole ly of a 12-membe r 
board and a full -time secretarv ; 
the Socie te Ge ne rale du Cine~la 
(SGC ) which will be fully staffed 
with people pl-e se ntl), working 
at the old IQC and headed by a 
preside nt/ ge neral-director and 
a boa rd of fo ur directors ; and 
th e Regie du Cinema whose 
curre nt staff consists of a presi
d e nt and two commiss ione rs , 

The three bodies have dis
tinc t, if some times tange ntial, 
manda tes. The IQC is a policy 
body, having s trong repl-ese n
ta t ion from th e film mili e u , 
that mus t a rticulate the direc
tion in which Quebecois cine ma 
should go in any given year, 
and counse l the minis ter on all 
cine ma m a tte rs. 

The SGC is the e xecutive 
branch, and will d ea l daily with 
the administration of programs 
touching a ll domains, giving 
aid to produc tion , distl-ibution , 
exhibition, d ealing with foreign 
marke ts , e tc. In th e fi rs t year, 
the SGC w ill receive $10 mil
lion from th e province. 

The Regie is essentially a reg
ulatory body that wil l monitor 
box-office sa les through a na
tional "billeterie:' wi ll license 
produce rs, distributors and 
exhibitors, and examine con
tra c ts p e rtaining to di s tribu
tion, e tc. It is a lso responsibl e 
for th e classification of film s, 
a nd fo r any complaints whic h 
might be leveled conce rning 
di s tr ibutio n or exhibition of 
fi Ims. 

In a nnouncing the presidents 
of th e se three age ncies, Cul
tura l Affa irs minister Clement 
Ric ha rd chose three people 
whose long-t e ml commitme nt 
to th e mili eu is unquesti o ne d , 
a nd w h o h ave been present 
during th e 20-years process 
w hi ch led to the cl-eation of th e 
curre nt law. 

Fe m a nd Da nse reau will 
head the IQC. Dansereau , re
Cipie nt of a Canadian Film 
AlVaI'd for hi s out-standing 
contributio n to Canadian film 
in the '70s, was one of the m e m
be rs of th e Foumiel- commis
s io n which produced the studv 
which eve ntually le d to the 
Cine m a Law. Past preside nt of 
th e Directors Association , Dan
serea u has produced doc um en
ta l' ies both a t th e Nationa l Film 
Boa rd a nd independentl\', and 
las t yea r saw his theatl-ica l fe a
tllre Les d ou:< aveu;\: in gen eral 
re lease in Que bec. 

At the SGC, Nicole Boisvert 
(see p , 5 ) brings broad knowl
edge of all aspects of th e busi
ness to her job, Serving with 
he r on the Bo'ard of Directors is 
Robe rt Daudelin, director of 
the Cine matheque Quebecoise; 
Jean-Guy Decarie who heads 
his own rea l estate company ; 
Pie rre- A. Deschesnes who is 
pres ide nt of the Societe d e 
De ve loppe men t des Indus tri es 
d e la Culture et des Commu
ni catio ns (SODICC I whic h in
ves ts provincial monies in c ul
tural pro je c ts like Premi er 
Choix : TVEC and Les Films 
Re ne Ma lo; and Hon ey Dreshe r, 
a communi cations consulta nt 
who represented C Channe l in 
Que bec and has don e exte nsive 
w o rk w ith th e CRTC. 

To becom e pres ide nt of the 
Regie, Andre Gu e rin m oves 
ove r fro m his post as pres ide nt 
o f th e Cin e ma Supe rvi sorv 
Board , Que bec's inte lli ge nt 
"censor board ." His reputation 
as a diplo mat and film connoi s

, seur preceeds him . (Witn ess 
th e fac t that during th e direc
tors s trik e of 1975 , whe n th e 
filmm a ke rs closed down th e 
di s tl-ibution/ exhibition indus
trv fOI- two-I,veeks to pressure 
the government into legis la ting 
a c ine ma law, they chose to 
occupy th e Bureau de Surve il
la n ce, an d Guerin gra cio us ly 
ma d e th e m feel at home. 1 G ue-

rin has been consu lted by the 
government in every st e p of 
the process, and is held in great 
esteem by those who work in 
the industry. Claire Bon e nfant, 
c urre ntly president of th e 
Council on the Status of Wo
m e n, and Pierre Lamy, curre nt 
pres ide nt of the Association 
des Producteurs de Films du 
Qu e bec, have bee n name d 
commiss ioners. 

What is remarkable in these 
no minations is the continuitl ' 
th ey re present. 

[n naming Dansere au, Boi s
ve rt and Guerin , th e gove rn
m e nt has chosen to conso lida te 
th e ga ins made fr om p as t ex
pe ri e nce. Ea ch of th e new 
age ncy- heads knows th e in
dus trv "ve IL and has pa l-ti c i
pa te d in all th e d e ba tes ove r a 
lo ng pe l-iod of tim e . 

Beca use of th e co mplex 
admini s tra tions whic h must 
be put in place , esp ec ial II ' at 
th e Re gi e where littl e ex is ts 
tod ay, it is not thou ght th a t th e 
Cine ma Law will become to tall-" 
effec tive before April 1985 
Neve l-thel ess, 90 of th e 211 a rti 
cles of the law have already 
bee n promulgated, a nd Bo is
ve rt ex pects those a rt icles 
w hi ch w ill allolV th e SGC to 
begin takin g over from the o ld 
IQC to be promulga te d by 
Fe b. 15 . 

Co upled with th e promise of 

Garanties d 'achevement et services de consultation 
Film and television completion guarantees 

the 150% tax shelter, the govern
mental interest in the creation 
of a Cinema City on the old 
Expo '67 site, the push for a film 
promotion office and the lon g
a waited federal policy, it would 
seem th at activity in Quebec 
should step-up s harply. And 
soon . 

Hallis' Africa to PB S 
MONTREAL - Montrea l film
maker Ron Hallis' Nku leleko 
!\[eans Freedom, a ha lf-hour 
doc u men tary on re turn ed re
fu gee schools in Zimbabwe, 
w ill a ir on the Am eri ca n PBS 
ne twork Feb. 14 at 10 p .m . 

Produced in 1982, with direc
tion , camera-work and editing 
by Ha lli s a nd wife Ophe ra Hal
lis, Nkuleleko includes an inter
vie w lVith Zimbabwe lead er 
Ro be l-t ~Iugabe, and is th e se
co nd of a series of films on the 
pos t-co lonial trans formation 
of th e Zimbabwe edu cation 
sys te m . 

Ha llis plans to s hoot two 
more hour-docum e ntaries in 
Zimbabwe this year betwe en 
Mav and Au gu s t. including a 
longe r int e n 'ie IV \\ ' ith I\ lugabe 
focuss in g on recent d eve lop
m e nt proj ects as w e ll as prob
le m s with the new nation 's 
South-Afri ca n backe d diss i
d e nts. 

LINPAR CINEMA COMPLETION CORPORATION 
A wholly owned Canadian company qualifying your guarantee fees 

for the 75% services category ----

7 
and Andre 

Dear oe 

John T. Ross 

, to yOU and 
congrn tulatiOl;S TEfESCENE. 

11 the creW a -' . 
a d schedu le, 
O budqet an 11 _ 

AND SPORTS 
WOMEN 
IN CANADA 

Cardina l 
Directed by Roger ' 

Michael Spencer 
84 Richmond St E, 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5C IPI 
416-362-0974 

-- 432, rue Saint-Pierre 
Montreal, Quebec 
H2Y 2M5 
514-288-5888 

J f Be(lubiell 
]osep1 . 
Andre R(lciHe R 
spo R TFIiM A, 
7,60 pl(lee ROY(lle 
- I C7 t1cbec 
MOJ1tre(l, -

Inc 

Lindsley Parsons Sr., Los Angeles 
Richard Soames, London 

LINP AR also provides consultation services to 
governments, financial institutions, pay-TV companies and TV networks 
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• C IN E MAt; • 
Specialty C RTC hearing in Hull 
OTT A W A - Eighteen applicants 
for licenses to originate Cana
dian specialty programming 
services will appear before the 
Canadian Radio-television and 
telecommunications Commis-

Sat -cable religion 
OTTAWA - In response to re
quests for postponement, the 
Canadian Radio-television and 
Telecommunications Commis
sion (CRTC) has extended to 
May 1, 1984, the deadline for 
filing applications for a satellite
to-cable interfaith religious 
programming service. 

In June '83, the Commission 
called for applications for a 
national religious interfaith 
programming service for a Sep
tember deadline, but had 
extended that deadline to Jan. 3. 

In December, the consortium 
Interchurch Communication 
requested a further extension 
of the deadline. The request 
asking for a postponement was 
supported by letters from the 
Anglican Church of Canada, 
the Baptist Convention of On
tario and Quebec, the Canadian 
Baptist Federation, the Luthe
ran Council in Canada, the Pres
byterian Church of Canada, the 
United Church of Canada, the 
Roman Catholic representative 
on Interchurch Communication, 
and the Greek Orthodox Church 
of Canada. 

sion (CRTC) at a marathon 
public hearing in Hull Jan. 24 
that observers expect will last 
two weeks. 

In addition, the CRTC has 
received 300 written interven
tions related to the applications 
and over 30 detailed commen
taries in response to its Dec. 29 
call for clarification of the major 
issues. In a three-page public 
notice, the CRTC had asked for 
written responses from the 
applicants on seven proposed 
questions relevant to specialty 
services. (For example, whether 
and under what conditions the 
applicant would consider tier
ing his service with a Canadian 
pay-television to be a positive 
or negative marketing factor.) 

In October, the CRTC reject
ed, on grounds of insufficient 
Canadian content, the 41 appli
cations it had received in 
answer to its May '83 call for 
applications for discretionary 
Canadian specialty program
ming. 

The 18 applicants now sched
uled to appear before the CRTC 
at the Hull hearing are: CMTV 
Canadian Music Television 
Ltd., Montreal (video music); 
Jean Paquin, Montreal (arts 
and public affairs); 125053 
Canada Inc., St-Laurent, Que., 
(video music); Chinavision 
Canada Corp., Don Mills (Chi
nese language programming) ; 

STIMULUS 

FILM CANADA CENTER serves the rational 
growth of the Canadian film environ
ment. The focus is to: 

• Impact new audiences 
• Win larger export markets 
• Improve financing and revenue 
• Maximize the use of Canadian 

film skills and facilities. 

We provide assistance in the areas of 
Production Development • Marketing 
Support • Filming in Canada • Liaison 
Service • Analysis and Communications. 

ROLAND LADOUCEUR 
Executive Director ,&; FILM CENTRE 

, CANADA FILM s:...... CENTER CANADA LORRAINE B. GOOD 
Liaison Officer 

144 South Beverly Drive. Suite 400 
ANNABEL WINSHIP Beverly Hills. CA 90212 (213) 859·D268 

Administrative Secretary Telex 673-688 FILM CAN BVHL 

Michael Sheridan, Don Mills, 
(video music); Emilio Mascia 
and Jack Price, Hamilton, (Ita
lian and Spanish language pro
gramming); Andrew Shaw, 
Ottawa (sports); De Janos 
Enterprises, Ottawa (public 
and political affairs); Roger 
Price, Ottawa (children's); 
Ghost Lake Productions, Perth, 
Ont. (video publishing) ; Action 
Canada Sports Network, To
ronto, (sports) ; Canadian Health 
Network Ltd., Toronto (medi
cine and health care) ; Chum 

Ltd., Toronto (video music) ; 
Michael Rinaldo, Toronto 
(health and medical aware
ness); MTV Broadcasting Sys
tem Inc., Toronto (multilingual 
programming); Rogers Radio 
Broadcasting Ltd., Toronto 
(video music); Wah Shing 
Television Ltd. and partners, 
Toronto (Chinese language 
programming); and World 
View Television Ltd., Vancou
ver (multilingual program
ming). 

The hearing will open with 

the presentation of 15 (out of 
30) general commentaries 
from applicants or related 
intervenors. On the second 
day, the Commission will hear 
the 18 applicants ' presenta
tions. Each presentation will 
be followed by questions from 
CRTC commissioners, and after 
the applicants have been 
heard, they will be asked to 
comment on their fellow appli
cants. The last phase of the 
hearing will hear 30 outside 
intervenors (out of 300). 

In Special Celebration of the 
20m ANNIVERSARY OF . 

'Fhis annual Award, established in 1964, encour
ages the further d~velopment of film appreciation 
in Canada. It is accompanied by a cash grant to 
assist an individual or a volunteer organization to 
undertake a project contributing to a greater ttnL1D. .... ..: 

standing and enjoyment of film as an art. 

Application forms for the 1984 Award are 
.', .·available from the Dorothy and Oscar Burritt 

Memorial Award, P.O. Box 484, Station A, 
Toronto, Ontario. M5W lE4. 

CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT 
OF ENTRY FORMS: 

APRIL 13, 1984 

The recipient of the Award will be notified prior to 
the Annual General Meeting of the Canadian F eder
ation of Film Societies, May 19-21, 1984. 

Dorothy and Oscar Burritt founded the film society 
movement in Canada, and this Award was estab
lished to keep alive the unique spirit and purpose of 
these two dedicated film pioneers. 

The Dorothy and Oscar Burritt Memorial Award is 
registered as a charity under the Income Tax Act. 
Donations to the capital fund are solicited, and will 
receive a receipt for income tax purposes Usent to 
the above address. 

ADMINISTERED BY THE 
, CANADIAN FEDERATION OF FILM SOClEflES 
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PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 
179 CARLTON STREET 

TORONTO, ONTARIO M5A 2K3 
TELEPHONE (416) 923-0919 

Film Arts 
Film Arts 

16/35 post-production 
Television and feature 

production 

461 Church Street 

Toronto - Canada 

M4Y 2CS 

Telephone: 416-962-0181 
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MONTREAL - The Canadian 
Film Development Corp. is in 
full expansion, matching the 
vo lume of its production fund
ing with internal growth and 
reorganization. 

Bill Litwack is the most re
cent acquisition of the CFDC. 
He replaces Judith McCann as 
head of Planning there, having 
recently served at the National 
Film Board as Director of Dis
tribution. Seconding Armand 
Cournoyer in the distribution/ 
information sector is Claude 
Daigneault, who, as information 
officer, has opened direct lines 
between the CFDC and the 
press for the first time. 

In other changes, Ronald 
"Pete" Legault moves from 
head of the Montreal office to 
Director of Co-Productions, 
anticipating a substantia l in-' 
crease in co-productions in the 

coming year. Andre Picard will 
become head of the Montreal 
office in his post of Director of 
Production-Montreal. 

Legault reports that CFDC 
staff has grown from 25 last 
Spring to about 37 people cur
rently (Montreal, 21 ; Toronto, 
14 ; Vancouver, 2). The Montreal 
office has increased its size by 
over 20%, moving from under 
4,000 sq. feet of useable space 
in the Tour de la Bourse build
ing to about 5,500 sq. feet in the 
new Banque Nationale building. 
As one of the first residents in 
the new building, however, 
Legault reports a lower rent 
per square feet foot than in the 
previous locale . 

As for investments from the 
Broadcast Production Fund, 
the most recent figures (Dec. 
14) note that 38 projects have 
received combined backing of 

$12 million from the CFDC. 
This money must be matched 
by investments from a broad
caster, and from a third source. 
Total production budgets reach 
$52 million', 

From its nearly depleted 
Regular Fund, the CFDC has 
spread $2 million over 59 pro
jects, having budgets which 
total $17 million. Another $4 
million was invested from the 
Interim Fund into 26 projects 
with total budgets of $22 mil
lion. 

Currently in Paris, CFDC 
director Andre Lamy announc
ed a boom year in co-produc
tions with France, citing pro
ductions totalling $40 million 
in 1983. The bulk of these co
productions were produced 
through LC.e. last year (Louisia
ne, The Blood of Others, The Bay 
Boy, Le crime d'Ovide Plouffe): 

C 8 C commitment to Fund still under wraps 
TORONTO - The long-awaited 
announcement of how much 
money the Canadian Broad
casting Corp. will make avail
able to independent producers 
participating in the Broadcast 
Program Development Fund is 
now expected from CBC presi
dent Pierre Juneau in late 
January. 

CBC executives in Toronto, 
tight-lipped because Juneau 
frowns on pre-emptive reports 
of major CBC announcements, 
would neither confirm nor 
deny newspaper reports that 
the English-language network 
will pledge $14 million for 
fund-related projects - with 
four-fifths of that ticketed for 
drama. 

But word is that Juneau's 
announcement, once made, 
will get the ball rolling for CBC-

C B C evaluates 
regional programs 
TORONTO - The Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. has ap
pointed a task force to evaluate 
regional programming pro
duced by the network's owned
operated TV stations, 

Denis Harvey, CBC English 
network vice-president, and 
head of regional programming 
Doug Ward commissioned the 
task force in December, Chaired 
by Ro n Devion, director of CBC 
Vancouver, its members include 
Maritime regional director 
Dodi Robb, network program
ming director Trina McQueen, 
and Montreal-based executive 
producer Mark Blandford. 

The group will visit all 19 
regional production locations 
across Canada, reviewing each 
one on the basis of its com
munity and regional program
ming and its status as a produ
cer of network and inter-region
al programming. 

supported Broadcast Fund 
production and that indepen
dents with proposals now be
fore the network should begin 
getting broadcast -commitment 
letters (necessary to access the 
Fund) in early February. 

Juneau, in a speech before 
the Broadcast Executives So
ciety Jan. 18 in Toronto, only 
mentioned that the Fund money 

announcement would be made 
"shortly." 

Juneau had intended to 
make the announcement right 
after the Broadcast Society 
luncheon and the CBC had 
called a press-conference to 
that effect. But the conference 
and the announcement were 
cancelled as a result of leaks to 
The Toronto Star, 

111 response to the many requests 
from our clients for information 
about Life Insurance, we have 
formed a new Department. 

Our Ufe Department will offer 
a wide variety of products for both 
smokers and non-smokers. 

Renewable Term 
Term to 100 
New Money Products 
Group.,. including Dental 

FOr further information 
call or write: 
SIMON JACKSON or 
ARTHUR WINKLER 

3101 Bathurst St" Suite 
Toronto, Ont- M6A 2Y1 
(416) 787-0304 
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Gold Lust wraps 
Brazil shoot 

one in five thousand," he said. 
"Those are a lot better odds 
than the lottery," 

The Poundmaker Produc- 0 G C' WI-OS battle wl-th M G M tions show written by Farago 
and Mark Breslin builds its 

TORONTO - Filmmakers Ro
bert Maclean and Neil Hollan
der of Adventure Films in 
Toronto have completed a 15-
day shoot in Brazil on Gold 
Lust, a one-hour television 
documentary on the present 
day South American gold rush. 

Produced by Maclean and 
written and directed by Hol
lander, the film examines the 
prospecting activity at Serra 
Pelada, an open-pit mine on 
the eastern Amazon where 
100,000 people are searching, 
digging, and fighting for for
tune. To date, the mine has 
produced $300 million worth 
of gold. 

HollandeI' describes the film 
as a look into an area thought 
by many to have past. "It looks 
like the Klondike '98 trans-. 
formed to the Amazon," he 
said. "I think we've got some 
amazing footage." 

Are people really coming out 
with gold? Hollander says 'Yes,' 
and claims he held a 50 kg. 
nugget in his hands while in 
Brazil. "The odds of finding 
gold a~ Serra Pelada are about 

The film, currently in post
production in Toronto, will be 
narrated by Orson Welles, who 
narrated the company's 1983 
project, The Last Sailors, a 
three-part documentary series 
on working sailboats around 
the world, which has been 
broadcast on Great Britain's 
Channel Four and sold to Dutch 
and German television. 

The company also exploits 
its filmmaking activity and re
search to produce book versions 
of their film, with a Last Sailors 
book published in New York by 
St. Martin's Press and another 
planned for Gold Lust. 

The company has a third 
project, a one-hour TV drama 
The Great Game, written by 
Anthony Currie, in develop
ment. 

Ladies at Yuk-Yuk 
TORONTO - Take 1\1." Husband 
... Please, a one-hour enterta in
ment special produced, direct
ed, and co-written by Corrine 
Farago, was taped Jan . 16-30 at 
Yuk Yuk's comedy club in 
Toronto. 

OFF'NONUNE 
VIdeo Post Production 

storyline around performan
ces by female stand-up comics 
and stars Katie Ford, Nancy 
White, Phyllis Diller, Marjorie 
Gross, Sheila Gostick, Marla 
Lukofsky, Debbie Denomy, 
Carol Leifer, Gay Claitman, and 
Breslin. 

Executive producers are 
Barry Pearson and Gerald 
Soloway. 

Canadian independent sta
tion City-TV has purchased 
Canadian TV rights and has 
licensed a prime-time broad
cast for 1984, enabling the pro
ducers to access funds from 
the Broadcast Program Dev
e lopment Fund. 

Orion still no show 
OTTAWA - Despite discussions 
with the officials at the Foreign 
Investment Review Agency 
(FIRA ), Orion Pictures Corp. of 
New York has still not filed a 
appli cation with the agency. Its 
first request to do business in 
Canada was refused in Sept. 
Nevertheless, the American 
distI'ibutor continues to operate 
from its Toronto office. 

Welcome to OFF'N ONLINE VIDEO POSTPRODUCTION. 

Creative editing in the heart of Toronto. Our inexpensive edit 
suites have 3/4", 1/2", Betacam and soon 1/4" video - all linked 
to I" and controlled by the incredible Lightfinger touch-screen 
controller that can manipulate over 1,500 edits in its extended 
memory. 

In our first month our clients have included Champagne Produc
tions, Simon Christopher Dew & Co. Ltd., DGM Films, Cana
media Productions and Kalimat Films. 

Our prices are competitive and our clients are drama, documen
tary, industrial, music, and current affairs producers. 

Do yourself a favour, call editor Jeff Warren or Les Harris and 
find out more. 

Suite 301. 26 Soho Street, Toronto, Ontario M5T lZ7 (416) 591-1143 

TORONTO - The Directors Guild 
of Canada IOGC) has won a dis
pute with the producers of the 
MGM film Mrs. Soffel, sched
uled to start shooting Feb. 6 in 
Toronto, over the production 's 
hiring of an American first 
assistant director. 

On Jan. 15, the minister of 
Immigration backed -the DGC 
and decided not to issue a 
working permit to American 
1st a.d. Ron Bosman. The deci
sion followed six weeks of dis
cussion and negotiation be
tween the producers, the DGC, 
and Immigration officia ls. 

The production has hired 
Scott Maitland, a Canadian 
working in Los Ange les and a 
joint DGC/ Directors Guild of 
America member, to replace 
Bosman. Maitland's recent 
credits include Never Cry Wolf 
and Harry Tracy. 

Immigration Minister John 
Roberts made the d ecision after 
meeting with the producers 
Jan . 11 and with the DGC Jan. 
13. The producers and the DGC 
met for some final negotiations 
Jan. 12 before handing the 
decision over to the minister. 

"The guild, and its members, 
are very pleased with the deci
sion," said DGC business agent 
Mickie Currie. 

"This decision is an indica
tion to foreign producers 

Cinema Canada 

coming into this country that, 
like in Great Britain and the 
United States, only heads of 
departments can cross bor
ders," Currie said. " \Ve have a 
lot of good assistant directors 
in this country - who aren't 
working." 

David Nicksay, the film 's 
executive producer, said his 
company respected the min
ister's decision. "We are pleased 
to be here and want to make a 
film. That's all I have to say." 

The film's producer, Edgar 
Scherick, was unavailable for 
comment. 

Mrs. Soffel, a period drama 
set in 1902 Pittsburg, stars Mel 
Gibson, Diane Keaton, Matthew 
Modine, and Ed Hermann. The 
$10 million production is 
scheduled to shoot for 11 weeks 
in Toronto, Elora, ant.. and at 
Toronto International Studios 
(Kleinberg) . Written by Ame
rican screenwriter Ron Nys
waner, the film will be directed 
by Australian Gillian Armstrong, 
whose films include My Bril
liant Career and Star Struck. 

TORONTO - Liquid Sky, the 
1982 independently-produced 
U.S. feature by Russian director 
Slava Tsuckerman, will open 
Feb. 10 at the Bloor Cinema in 
Toronto, distributed by Crea
tive Exposure. 
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ESP N to First Choice sked 
TORONTO - First Choice has 
signed a deal with the Enter
tainment Sports Programming 
Network IESPN) which will 
provide Canadian subscribers 
with 14 hours per week of the 
U.S. all-sports channel's pro
gramming. 

In the deal, announced Jan . 6 
in Toronto by First Choice 
executive committee chair
man Harold Greenberg and 
then-president Don MacPher
son, First Choice bought exclu
sive Canadian rights to ESPN 
and, beginning Mar. 1, will tele
cast 14 hours per week of pro
gramming selected from 
material to which ESPN holds 
Canadian rights. 

ESPN's schedule of Canadian 
Football League games, will be 
unavaiJable to First Choice 
since nearly every CFL game 
is broadcast on Canadian net
work television. But other 
events, notably National Bas
ketball Association games, golf, 
tennis, auto raCing, amateur 
events and European sports 
wi ll be available. 

ESPN, a 24-hour cable service, 

is seen each month in 30 mil
lion U.S. homes. The First 
Choice package will be telecast 
a lso on Premier Choix/TVEC. 

Harold Greenberg said the 
ESPN material has been added 
in response to programming 
research undertaken by First 
Choice which revealed co n
sumers wanted more diver
sification, fewer repeats, and 
more sports on pay-TV. 

Previously, First Choice had 
applied to the Canadian Radio
television and Te lecommuni
cations Commission (CRTC) to 
bring ESPN's full service into 
Canada and market it in a 
package with its own service 
whose programming originates 
primarily from U.S. sources, 
turned them down. 

On Jan. 12, First Choice an
nounced that since th e news 
of the ESPN deal and the free 
previews run Jan. 8 by cab le 
companies, it had added 10,000 
new subscribers, bringing 
totals for both First Choice 
and Premier Choix/TVEC, to 
appmximately 350,000. 

Rogers still to file 
for Bravo OK 

TORONTO - Rogers CabJesys
tems Inc. has yet to file its 
application with the Canadia n 
Radio-television and Telecom
munications Commission 
(CRTC) to bring the U.S. arts 
pay-TV service Bravo to Canada. 

Rogers has hired Audrey 
Cole, former programmer a t C 
Channe l, to prepare the appli
cation. Cole told Cinema Ca
nada the company hopes to file 
by Jan. 20. 

Rogers announced in De
cember it had paid C Channel 
receiver Price Waterhouse 
$12,500 to apply to the CRTC to 
surrender the license to a 
Rogers subSidiary. The com
pany's plan is to market Bravo, 
a 60/40 mix of feature film and 
performing arts, in a package 
w ith existing Canad ian pay-TV 
services. 

380 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, Ontario M5V 1 R7 

(416) 364-4321 

CANADA'S FOREMOST 
35mm/16mm OPERATION 

LABORATORY FACILITIES: 
Full Service 35mm/16mm Lab 
Colour & Black/White Original Processing 
Intermediates 
16mm to 35mm Blow-ups 
Reduction Printing (with fades & dissolves) 
16mm Total Immersion Wet-Gate Printing 
35mm/16mm Bulk Release Printing 

NEW SERVICES: 
- 35mm Total Immersion Wet-Gate Printing 

Open 24 hours, 7:00 a.m. Monday through to 
12:00 Noon Saturday 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT PAUL NORRIS, 
RON MORBY OR BILL TOWNSEND 

SOUND SERVICES, FILM AND VIDEO MIXING ETC. 
CONTACT STAN FORD OR LINDA ROBERTS 
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Klinkhammer heads pay station 
TORONTO - Don MacPherson, 
who had been with First Choice 
since the company's inception, 
has resigned as th e national 
pay-TV service's president to 
become head of TV sports for 
th e CBC English network. 

MacPherson's new status 
was confirmed Jan. 16 by CBC 
English network vice-president 
Denis Harvey, ironically, the 
man MacPherson is replacing. 
MacPherson's departure had 
been widely rumoured in To
ronto media c ircles since mid
December - after the Astral/ 
Hees International buyout of 
First Choice placed Astral boss 
Harold Greenberg as chairman 
of First Choice's executive 
committee. 

MacPherson, 51, returns to 
the CBC after a four-year ab
sence. In November, 1979, he 
resigned as vice-president and 
general manager of the corpo
ration's English division to 
become president of Barber 
Greene Productions and vice
president of the Global TV Net
work. He left Global in July, 
1981, to become First Choice 
president. 

On Jan. 18, First Choice chair
man of the board Victor Mashaal 
and Harold Greenberg, chair
man of the executive committee 
confirmed the appointment of 
Fred Klinkhammer as the new 

First Choice president and chief 
executive officer. 

Klinkhammer's appointment, 
already widely rumored, be
comes effective Mar. 1. As CEO, 
Klinkhammer replaces Mashaal 
who steps down Jan. 31 remain
ing on as chairman of the 
board. 

Klinkhammer, president of 
Cablenet Ltd. of Toronto and 
its U.S. subsidiary in Chicago, 
which owns and operates 10 
cab le-TV systems in Canada 
and 12 in Illinois, has had wide 
experience in radio, TV and 
cable-TV. 

A former senior executive 
with Toronto's CITY -TV station 
from 1978 to 1983, Klinkhammer 
began his career as a radio 
announcer in Cambridge, Ont. 

French flicks 
to Beaux-Arts in MIl 
MONTREAL - A retrospective 
of 30 years of French experi
mental cinema (1950-1980) runs 
from Jan. 12-Feb. 5 at the Musee 
des beaux-arts de Montreal, 
the Cinematheque quebecoise 
and the Cinema Parallele. The 
173 films by 134 filmmakers 
include works by Jean Mitry, 
Kenneth Anger, Jean Cocteau, 
Nico las Schaffer, Robert La
poujade, and Marguerite Duras. 

Consolidated Insurance Brokers ltd. 

Creatively adapting insurance 
protection for the media, 
communications and 
entertainment industries. 

Our facilities include markets for : 

Feature flIms • Television. Theatrical 
Productions. Broadcasters. Book, 
MagazineI Newspaper Publishers. 
Writers. Record, Tape, Musk 
Publishets • Concerts _ festivals. 
Spedal Evehts. 

For further Information 
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ARTHUR WINKlfR, ew 
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Toronto, OOl M6A 2Y1, 
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Animation Fest to Toronto 
TORONTO - The Canadian 
International Animation Fes
tival will take place in Toronto 
from Aug. 13-18, thanks to the 
ardent efforts of Kelly O'Brien 
and Frederik Manter. 

In 1982, the festival had been 
held in Ottawa, under the aus
pices of the Canadian Film 
Institute of which both O'Brien 
and Manter were then employ
ees. In 1984, the same festival 
will be produced by the Cana
dian International Animation 
Festival Inc., whose board in
cludes six founding members: 
three from the CFI (Michael 
Spencer, Jacques Gosselin and 
Peter Mortimer) and three 
others (Ron Leach, Louise Beau
det and Harris Kirschenbaum). 
This board has hired O'Brien 
and Manter, who left the CFI 
last year, to run the festival. 

According to Manter, who is 
producing the festival, the CFI 
had long planned to move the 
festival from Ottawa to Toronto, 
having outgrown the capacity 
of the theatre at the National 
Arts Centre, and finding the 
reception of the 'city of Ottawa 
to be "cold." O'Brien's CFI office 
was moved to Toronto in 1981, 
says Manter, and all business 
was conducted from· that city 
despite the fact that the actual 
festival was held, once again in 
1982, in Ottawa. 

Now in 1984, Manter reports 
that the Ryerson Theatre, with 
its 1250-seat capacity, has 
doubled the capacity for the 
festival. "It will be much bigger 
this year, and Toronto, with its 
sesquicentential, is open and 
enthusiastic about hosting the 
festival." 

The founding board of the 
festival has been increased to 
include the following members, 
saysManter: Sam "The Record 
Man" Sniderman; John Tom
linson, vice-president of Hay
hurst Advertising; lawyer Wil-

liam McMurtry ; and Toronto 
Life business editor Alexander 
Ross. Ron Leach is chairman of 
the board. 

As for the festival's finances, 
there is some controversy about 
certain aspects. Leach told 
Cinema Canada that the target 
figure of $340,000 for 1984 would 
no doubt come down as contra
offers were made for services. 
However, the festival is also 
responsible for the deficit left 
by the 1982 festival and, accord
ing to Manter, the final amount 
of this deficit has still to be 
estab lished. 

Manter told Cinema Canada 
that he has never seen the final 
figures for 1982, although 
he was the executive director 
of the CFI during that year. He 
reports that CFI chairman of 
the board Harry Gulkin had 
said the deficit for the festival 
stood at $70,000, but that ac
cording to his (Manter's) per
sonal notes, the actual deficit 
was more like $3,500 dollars. 
Meanwhile, the deficit is being 
negotiated and revised, and 
Manter says the last figure he 
saw was more like $20,000. 

Gulkin, on the other hand, 
told Cinema Canada that the 
festival's deficit was in excess 
of $40,000, but never near the 
$70,000 figure quoted by Man
ter. Through negotiations be
tween the CFI and the festival 
group, the CFI has agreed to 
absorb part of the deficit , says 
Gulkin. He agrees that the final 
figure will be around $20,000. 

Ron Leach reports that most 
of the financing for this year's 
festival is inplace. Of the total, 
$75,000 comes from the Film 
Festivals Bureau in Ottawa. 

On the creative side, festival 
director Kelly O'Brien reports 
that participants - especially 
the Europeans - are ecstatic 
about the move to Toronto. 
Working out of her home, 

O'Brian/Borsos remake Capra 
TORONTO - Peter O'Brian and 
Phillip Borsos, the producer
'director team who made last 
year's best Canadian picture, 
The Grey Fo!" are set to begin 
another project, Father Christ
mas, a $10 million comedy 
scheduled to start principal 
photography Feb. 27. 

Shooting is planned for 11 
weeks in Toronto and Meaford, 
Ont., on the film, a remake of 
Frank Capra's 1946 masterpiece 
Ws A wonderful Life. Thomas 
Meeham, co-author of the 
Broadway play Annie and 
screenwriter on Mel Brooks's 
recent film To Be or Not To Be, 
has written the script. 

O'Brian will co-produce with 
American producer Fred Roos 
(previously partnered with 
Francis Coppola and Zoetrope 
Studios) and associate produc
er Paul Tucker. Robert Spiottais 

executive producer. Borsos will 
direct. 

A spokesman for the produc
tion company, The North Pole 
Picture Company of Canada, 
classified the project as an 
American-financed picture 
using Canadian talent. Among 
the crew are production design
er Bill Brodie, art director Carol 
Spier, and d.o.p. Frank Tidy. No 
casting has been set. 

At presstime, a distribution 
deal was in negotiation, and it is 
expected a U.S. distributor will 
sign to handle the picture. 

TORONTO - Spectrafilm will 
release the Canadian feature 
Latitude 55, produced and 
directed by John Juliani, Feb. 3 
in Toronto and Feb. 24 in Mont
real and Ottawa. 

O'Brien is looking forward to 
moving into proper offices, and 
is happy th at th e larger festival 
will be able to welcome the 
public as well as animation 
professionals. "As a competi tive 
festiva l, it' s important that the 
public can also participate." 

O'Brien's responsibilities are 

• programming the festival and 
organizing the participation of 
the guests ("Fred erik raises the 
money. I spend it.") 

It was in large mea.sure due 
to her efforts last year, working 
for her own company, the Inter
national An imation Group Inc., 
that pressure was brough t to 

bear on the concerned author
ities (the Festival Bureau, the 
Association International des 
Films d ' Animation-ASIFA, and 
the CFI) to allow the anima
tion festival to be continued 
this year under the auspices of 
the new corporation and not as 
an activity of the CFI. 

Steadicam 
and Services 
3Smmr VideOr 16mm 

Saves time and money 

In action here for Doritos/Frito-lay produced by Rawifilm Inc. (English) les 
Productions SDA Itee (French) . ' 

""Impossible' shots from 
vehicles, boats, helicopters 
or just on foot by the 1110st 

experienced operators 
in Canada, 

Bob and Dave Crone. 
(416) 924-9044 

See their latest reel 
TV COMMERCIALS 

Simpsons, GM., Ford 
Cadbury, VIA Rail 

CN., Bank of Montreal 
DOritos, Gulf, etc. 

RECENT FEATURES INCLUDE: 
Nobody Makes Me Cry 

Glitterdome 
Critical List 

The Amateur 
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SuperB Fest spotlights France in fifth year Plans for Aim Office in Quebec 
MONTREAL - The fifth Mon
treal International Festival of 
Super 8 Films gets underway 
Feb. 21 at the Cinematheque 
quebecoise . 

The five-day event. organized 
by the Association pOUl' Ie jeune 
cinema quebecois (AJCQ) . fea
tures the most recent work of 
Supel' 8 filmmakers from Que
bec and some 20 pal'ticipating 
countries in Europe. Africa and 
Latin America. 

About 80 films in all , reflect
ing current tendencies in inter
national Super 8, will be sCI'een
ed in three official competi
tions: intercollegial, national 
and international. 

This year's fest will focus on 
recent French Super 8 film
making. 

"The Montreal festival ," full
time Festival director-genera l 
Michel Payette told Cinema 
Canada, " is part of a triangle of 
major festivals held through 
the International Federation of 
Supel- 8 Cinema. There's the 
Caracas festival in August. Bru
xelles in November, and Mont
real in February. 

"Since the Festival began 
five years ago, it's had a trem
endously stimulating effect on 
Quebec Super 8 filmmakers . 
For the past two years, Quebec 
films have been coming back 
with prizes, and are today con
sidered among the best in the 
world. At Bruxelles, for instance, 
Quebec Super 8 films took the 
prize for unive rsality of film 
language." 

In addition to screenings. 
Payette, aided by organizing 
committee members Jean 
Hamel. president of the AQJC. 
Chantal Ethier who']] handle 
communications, and technical 
director Sylvain Bernier. have 
put together an impressive 
program of workshops. special 
screenings. and discussion 
panels. Among the highlights 
will be a retl'Ospective of works 
!J\' British Super 8 animator 
Louis Cooper. Also attending 
will be the young Argentine 
director Mario Piazza, along 
with other foreign guests and 
international Super 8 lumina
ries. 

One of the key workshops, 
Payette exp lained, will focus 
on the future of Super 8 film
making and the impact of video 
technology. "What 's going on 
now in Super 8 ," Payette said, 
" is similar to what happe ned 
with 16mm filmmaking in the 
·60s. There's a tendency towards 
greater specialization. We 
hope the workshop will provide 
an occasion for a consensus , 
for greater precision of our 
needs as independent filn~ 

makers." 

,\s in previous years. the 
prize-winning fi lms at the Fes
tival will tour Quebec through
out March. Screenings are plan
ned in Quebec City. Rimouski , 
Chicolltimi , Sherbrooke. Hull. 
DrummondvilJe. Trois-Riviel-es 
and Laval. 

During the festival itself 
IFeb. 21-26 1. there will be three 
screenings per evening, while 
the days will be devoted to con
ferences and workshops. Tickets 
are $2 per screening. 

YOU SHOULD PUT 
US IN YOUR 

NEXT PICTURE 
You have highly speCialized insurance needs and we 
have the know-how to put it all together. 
From negative film and videotape, to animal and 
livestock insurance. 
From props, sets and wardrobe to boats and helicopters. 
For 25 years, Thomas 1. Hull Insurance Limited has 
been part of the Film and Broadcasting Industry, 
providing cr eative solutions for creative pr oblems. 
We1l produce realistic estimates for your budget and 
work to get you the best rates available. 
A 'phone call to Jack Thompson or John Head is all it 
takes to get us rolling. 

HULL 
INSURANCE 
GROUP 

Royal Bank Piaza,South Towel', 
28th, Floor, P.O. Box 126, 
Toronto,Ontario. M5J 2J3 

(416) ·865·0131 
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MONTREAL - If Mychele Bou
drias and Daniele Rohrbach 
have their way, Quebec will 
soon have its own Film Promo
tion Office, following Ontario. 
Alberta and B.C. into the inter
national production sweep
s takes. 

On Dec. 20, Boudrias and 
Rohrbach, both of whom have 
long production credits, gather
ed together representatives from 
half-a -dozen provincial minis
teries to unveil their three-part 
plan to put Quebec on the 
international production map. 
The representatives from the 
ministeries of Intergovern
mental Affairs, Communica
tion s, Cu ltural Affairs. Foreign 
Trade and Tourism. accompa
nied by members of the [n s titut 
Quebecois du Cinema, were 
"enchante d" with the idea , 
according to Boudrias, and 
ready to "vork together to make 
the project a reality. 

BOlldrias and Rohrbach 
hope to have the first part of 
their plan, the publication of 
" Le guide du Quebec cinema
tographique," ready for distri
bution at the Cannes festival 
this l\Jay. With luck, the second 
component of the plan, a film 
about the advantages of shoot
ing in Quebec, will also be 
ready. With these elements in 
hand, the creation of an actual 

promotion office should not be 
far behind. 

The economic advantages of 
attracting foreign production 
are clear to provincial autho
rities, and with the muniCipa l 
government also enthusiastic 
about the creation of a Cite du 
Cinema on the islands which 
housed Expo '67, the time seems 
ripe for such a scheme. 

Currently, meetings are on
going with authorities to raise 
the $487,000 needed to proceed 
with the guide and the film . 
The ministry of Cultural Affairs 
will act as the liaison between 
Boudrias, Rohrbach and the 
other provincial ministries and 
agencies involved. 

TORONTO - [n Vancouver. 
David Cronenberg's The Dead 
Zone grossed 56.900 after three 
weeb and 51.200 playing CIn

other week at Famous Players 
theatres. The film grossed 
542.516 in Winnipeg, playing a 
Landmark house for e igh t 
weeks . and grossed 541.300 in 
Edmonton p lay ing at Famous 
Players ' West mall for 6 weeks . 
and another 530.000 at the A\e
nue there the same period. In 
Toronto. the film made 5119,980 
over nine weeks at the Cine
plex Eaton Centre and another 
518,278 in the same nine weeks 
at Warden \oVoods. 

ACT I, SCENE I 
props-by 

DOMINION FURNITURE 
RENTAL 

J62~'265 
In need of furniture for your stage or home? 
Dominion Furniture Rental can fill the needs 
Of your stage, film or home from our large 
and tasteful selection of contemporary fur
niShings and accessories. One call can save 
you and your company t ime, money and in
convenience. There are no surprises like hid
den charges so YOU'll be on budget. we offer 
a 48 hour delivery service. The next time 
you need stage props or want tasteful 
home furnishings call Dominion Furniture 
Rental. 

Member BBB • Since 1962 • All major cards 

FURNITURE RENTAL 
675 KING STREET WEST, TORONTO. CANADA M5V 1M9 (416) 362-1265 



• C IN E MA -t; • 
Canciones with 
National Ballet in can 
TORONTO - Toronto produc
tion company Mossanen Film 
Productions has completed 
principal photography on Can
ciones, a half-hour dance film 
for television produced, direct
ed, and adapted by Moze Mos
sanen. 

_ A National Ballet of Canada 
work choreographed by Cons
tantin Patsales, Canciones stars 
Veronica Tennant, Kevin Pugh, 
and Sabina Alleman. 

Shooting wrapped after a six
day shoot Dec. 12, and post
production is being done a t 
Sunrise Fi lms in Toronto by 

-editor Pia DiCaula. Executive 
producer is Ron Folkes, with 
production manager/ 1st a.d. 
Allan Magee. 

The production made inno
vative use of Steadicam, used 
perhaps for the first time in a 
Canadian dance film by cine
matogr?phers Bob and Dave 
Crone. 

Canciones is the company's 
second in a series of dance 
films. The first, JIIega l Acts, 
premiered at the 1983 Festival 
of Festivals. A third, longer 
project combining drama and 
dance is in development for 
the fall. 

A Commitment 
To Video 

Excellence 
Rentals - Production 

• Betacam • 1" • 3/4" • Hitachi SK-91 

Toronto EFP - dedicated to the highest 
production and technical achievements, 
while being both efficient and cost-effective. 
Toronto EFP has unparalleled, proven per
formance with state of the art hardware and 
experienced personnel. After years .of 
"in-field" and studio shoots with professional 
broadcast networks and production com
panies, Toronto EFP offers a new standard 
of production excellence with people who 
can personally dedicate themselves to your 
needs. 
Toronto EFP, an approachable television 
facility. 

Toronto EFP Now with 3 Tube Betacam 

36 Lisburn Crescent, Willowdale, Ontario , Canada M2J 2Z5 

(416) 494-1695 

Atlantis makes adult Can-lit series 
TORONTO - A series of eight 
half-hour dramas, produced by 
Toronto independent produc
tion house Atlantis Films in 
collaboration with the National 
Film Board and licensed for 
broadcast by the Global TV 
network, will start shooting 
Jan. 30 in Montreal. 

The dramas, like 13 previous 
TV half-hours produce d . by 
Atlantis, are based on stories 
from Canadian literature, but 
this latest series is aimed at an 
adult, rather than a children'S, 
audience, according to co
producer Michael MacMillan. 

Announced are the first three 
episodes, all to be shot in Mont
reaL The first, Bambinger, based 
on a short s tory by Mordecai 

Richler, will shoot Jan. 30-Feb. 
7, directed by Beverly Shaffer 
and starring Louis Negin. Gerald 
Wexler adapted the screenplay. 

Second up is The Painted 
Door, Sinclair Ross's story 
adapted by Joe Wiesenfeld, to 
shoot Feb. 13-20, directed by 
Bruce Pittman. Following that, 
Giles Walker will direct A 
Good Tree that Christmas, a 
short story by David Walker 
adapted by Gloria Demers, to 
be shot Feb. 23-Mar. 2. 

The project has received 
finanCing from the CFDC
administered Broadcast Pro
gram Development Fund, and 
shooting will take place in 
Quebec and Western Canada. 

Densham/Watson wrap U. S. feature 
TORONTO - Canadian film
makers Pen Densham and 
John Watson, who founded 
Insight Productions in Toronto 
in the early 1970's an d later left 
for Hollywood, have finished 
principal photography on a 
U.S. feature The Zoo Gan.E{. 

The light-hearted, low bud
get comedy wrapped Dec. 22 
after a 7-week shoot in Prescott, 

Arizona. The Densham-Watson 
team directed and wrote the 
picture and co-produced with 
Richard Lewis. Executive pro
ducers were Kerry Hersch and 
Mike Hersch . Director of photo
graphy was Canadian cinema
tographer Bob New. 

The film stars Ben Vereen, 
Jackie Earle Haley, Ramon 
Bieri, and Tiffany Helm. No dis
tribution deal has been signed. 
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