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• 
,Vartv Gann, a Lobell-Bergman 
production, lensed in the 
Crowsnest Pass area Sept. 8 to 
30, then moved back to Squa
mish, British Co lumbia, for the 
balance of the shoot. 

Set in th e Great Depression, 
Natty Gann traces a young girl's 
search for her father, as sh e 
befriends human and animal 
in a cross-countrv trek. Jere m v 
Kaga n directs th e script written 
by Jea nne Rosenberg. 

Calgarv-based Les Kimber 
[Superman Ill , Finders Keep
ers ! is production manager, 
with Doug ;vlacLeod , ano ther 
veteran of those two shoots , as 
location manager. Edmonton
based Linda Jeffer~'-Ludlo\V 

handled production account
ing in the Alberta production 
office in the town of Blair more, 
while Calgary actor Jack Ack
rovd was one of the few Alberta 
actol's cast by Lynn e Carl'ow. 

\,Villiam Marsden , director of 
th e Film Industry Development 
Office for Alberta Economic 
Development. retu rned from 
the set with a fa\ 'orable review: 
"Th e scener\, was grea t and the 
weather \Vas cooperative." 

• 
.\[panwhile, Birds of Pre.I '. a 
low- b udge t fi lm noir for the 

ilm 

by Linda Kupecek 

Montesi-Haynes Compan~', has 
moved its start date in Edmon
ton to Oct. 7. 

• 
Snowballs , th e low-budge t ski
romp blizzarded bv sch e dul e 
a nd personn el c hanges a nd a 
damaging law suit. is s till 
mm'in g ahead, although with 
some major a ltera tions. 

Th e Ryckma n Fi lm s produc
tion started s hooting a t Sun
s hine Ski \ 'illage in th e sprin g, 
then went into e nforced hiatus 
due to a number of problems 
[th e na ture of which \'ar)' ac
cording to th e source! includ
ing weat her d iffic ulties , as 
well as schedule confli c ts fo r 
the m ajor cast. 

Howeve r, co-pl'Od ucer \like 
Baker re ports that the film w ill 
res um e s h ooting [perhaps in 
earlv :'\ovember! a t the CFC;\; 
s tudio s pace in the cOI1\ 'er ted 
.-\TCO warehouse ) in Calgary, 
with second unit ski sequences 
s la ted for Decem bel'. 

Sc hed ulin g has been a pro
blem, partic ul ar !\- since , ac
cording to Baker, the compa ny 
is seeking a rep lacement for 
director Ra\ ' Arsenault . 

.c\lso, the film co mpany is 
la un chi ng a countersuit aga ins t 
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• 
Sunsh ine Ski Vi llage, w hi c h 
had announced its own suit 
against Ryckman Films (for 
nonpayment ) in a s torm of 
negative publicity . 

Not only has the budge t been 
expa)lded to $1.2 million , but 
now Ryckman Fi lms intends to 
expand both its p ersonnel 
(m ergin g with fi nancier John 
Go rdon ) and its office space. 
l\l eanwhil e, th e production is 
climbing back to th e ski trail. 
depende nt on negotiatio ns 
and schedulin g. 

• 
Nest } 'e~r Country, a h a lf-hou r 
drama \\Titten bv DOll Truckey 
(Rough Justice ) is shootin g in 
and around Ca lgary, a nd is the 
first production undertaken bv 
new CBC te levision drama pro
ducer Lawrie Seligman. Randv 
Bradshaw directs the script, 
\Vhich is hoped to be th e firs t of 
a series of halt: hours coming 
ou t of the Ca lgary sta tion. 

• 
Co nso lidated Th ea tre Sel'vices 
in Ca lgarv stocks a lmost on e 
million mO\ 'ie posters. a film 
b uff s dream. Th e ,tall o f four 
oversees the 10 ,000 different 
pos ters in s toc k, p lu s ,t rlls a nd 
tra il e rs , th e mos t com pre hen
s i\'e supplv in \\ es tern Canada ... 
Te lefilm e xecu tive director 
Andre Lamy and \\ est coas t 
rep Donna Wong JuJ ia ni ha\ 'e 
I'ece ntlv \'is it e d the fi lm com
muniti es in both Edmonton 
a nd Calgary, trying to encourage 
local producers to tap Telefilm 
dollars. The m ee tin gs and 
receptions were organized tw 
Ai\ IPIA ... The Ca lga rv Socie ty of 
Independen t Filmmakers pre
miere d Passion for Ph ilan
thropy, a co llaboration between 
Douglas Berquist and ~ owell 
Berg, in September ... Jim Ber
tram is the new b us iness 
manager of the Banff Television 
Fes ti\ ·al... Both Bette Chadwick 
of th e Other-\gencv Casti n g 
Li mited in Ed monton , and 
Dian e Rogers (once with the 
Other ,-\ gencY, now a freelancer) 
in Calgar\' , have bee n casti ng 
ne w pro jects: Chadwick has 
bee n bus\ ' with Bridge to 
Terabilh ia , a one-hour drama 
for PBS, in association w ith 
Allarcom and Kicking Horse 
Product ions , to be direc ted bv 
Eric Till ; Wildca l , a pilot for 
Tinsel Media and Atla nti s 
Fi lms ; and the above
m en tioned Birds of Prey. 
Hogers has been cas tin g beer 
co mme rcials and Next Year 
Cou ntry .. Meanwhile, the 
economv has boomeranged into 
te levisio n . CFAC Teledsion is 
running a te leplay competition 
which offers as first prize a 
possible production of the win
ning script, paym e nt for same 
being . . a tvpe"'riter. 

SUPER 
TRIPOD . 
Sturdy. Reliable. Extends to about 10 feet. 
Engineered to the precise, exacting 
standards that have made Manfrotto tripods 
the professional standard. Inspired 
craftsmanship and quality that rise above 
the rest. Accepts video or still camera 
heads. Ask for it by name: Manfrotto. 


