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voice-over, the agent reports his inves­
tigations in a factual, journalistic style 
which allow the film to reveal to the au­
dience the mechanisms of the Quebec 
lotteries. 
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With Jeremy, the imaginary loto-mil­
lionaire, and his friend Paolo (played by 
Gilbert Sicotte and Pierre Curzi), we 
delve further into the dreams and fears 
that attend becoming an instant mil­
lionaire. Michel Moreau uses this 
dramatization of documentary elements 
to highlight the paranOia and 
megalomania - of people with money. 
After Jeremy's anxieties of being rich 
have been allayed, we find him and 
Paolo in Bacchanalian decadence in a 
Roman bath complete with champagne, 
food and servants_ Yet Jeremy still asks 
Paolo if he is truly his friend or is it only 
because of the money. 

The Jeremy and Paolo scenes take 
place against an original music score by 
Maxime Dubois, a young graduate of 
the Conservatoire de Musique de 
Quebec, whose subtle, carnival-like 
melody is pleasing to the ear and ap­
propriate to the film's theme, the fan­
tasies and wishful dreams of the make­
believe world_ 

Meanwhile, our secret agent, among 

LE MILLION TOUT PUISSANT d. Michel 
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Michele perusse .d.op. Jean-Claude Labrecque 
asst.cam. Michel LaVeaux ed. Robert Favreau 
asst.ed. Dominique Sicotte sd. Claude 
Hazanavicius, Serge Beauchemin boom Louis 
Marion sd.ed. Marcel Pothier mix Andre-Gil­
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other findings, reports that in Quebec, 
$800 million worth of 10to tickets are 
sold each year, and that 92% of the 
population buys loto tickets on a regu­
lar basis. 

Even if the film is partially funded by 
the Quebec government lottery corpo­
ration, Michel Moreau presents an 
even-handed view of money fever. At 
the end of the "film, using the Brechtian 
device of having Jean-Guy Moreau im­
personate Gilles Vigneault, Felix lec­
lerc and Montreal mayor Jean Drapeau 
in a sing-song commentary, the magical 
values we place on the almighty dollar 
are exposed. 

Le Million tout-puissant concludes 
with a case-study of a Newfoundland 
man who won a million and then died 
within the year. By including this 
documentary footage; Moreau pene­
trates the difference between fact and 
daydreams. 

Thoroughly amusing yet thoughtful, 
Le Million leaves the viewer with the 
serious thought that people need myths 
as a means ... of living vicariously. 

Nicolina Sindici • 

Pierre Falardeau & 
Julien Poulin's 

Elvis Gratton 
- Le King 
des kings 

G
enerally panned by the Quebec 
media and, of course, ignored by 
the rest of Canada, Elvis Gratton -

Le King des kings is, for that reason, 
all the more a brilliant feature-length 
parody on Quebec and Canadian cul­
ture by that extremely talented duo, 
Pierre Falardeau and Julien Poulin. 

A garage-owner in a suburb south of 
Montreal, Robert Gratton (played to 
hysterical perfection by Julien Poulin) 
decides to enter an Elvis Presley-Iook­
alike contest. He wins - plus a trip 
south to the Island of Santa Banana. And 
off he goes with his wife Linda (played 
with wit and charm by Denise Mercier) 
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and his Expo baseball tapes_ Santa 
Banana is your average, only slightly 
exaggerated banana republic crawling 
with military observers. Upon his re­
turn, burnt to a crisp, Gratton serves up 
a truly Canadian Christmas party com­
plete with German beer-garden, bar­
becue, and live band on a raft wearing 
Hawaiian shirts and grass skirts. 
(Canada is, after all, a multicultural 
country.) Needless to say Gratton is a 
practicing Catholic and wants his gar­
age decorated with a first-rate Christ­
mas manger - (you know, Jesus, Mary, 
Joseph and some cows). Elvis Gratton is 
no run-of-the-mill Quebecois, and hiS' 
Nativity pageant won't be ordinary 
either: the Holy Family, including the 
infant Jesus and the Wise Men, all have 
Elvis Presley faces. The laughter from 
the audience was so loud at this revela­
tion that the theatre-manager rushed in 
fearing a riot. 

Most critics picked up on the flawed 
construction of the film. Falardeau 
makes no excuses for this, nor does he 
try to hide it_ He simply took pieces of 
tape and spliced the two previously­
made 30-minute segments together for 
an instant feature . "What do you ex­
pect" asks Falardeau, "with a less than 
half-a-million dollars and a shooting 
schedule of 22 days?" 

The first segment of Elvis Gratton -
Le King des kings entitled simply 
Elvis Gratton won the Grand Prize at 
the 1982 Lille Festival in France and 
Best Short-Feature at the Festivals of 
Festivals in Toronto the same year. 
Falardeau wanted to make a feature, but 
with cash-flow problems had to think 
shoestring-creative. The solution? Shoot 
the final segment (the swimming pool 
segment and Nativity scene) and add it 
to the first two portions. The result? A 
first-rate, flawed, but subversive stroke 
of high comedy. 

NeD Wilson. 
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Elvis Gratton - Le King des Kings d Jsc. 
Elvis Falardeau, Elvis Poulin p . Elvis Payeur eds. Elvis 
Falardeau, Elvis Poulin sdeds. Elvis Falardeau, Elvis. 
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best boy Elvis Lepine gaffers Elvis Arsenau, Elyis laf­
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tize-Pothier unit man_ Claude Cartier asst_unit 
man. Elvis Martineau. Elvis Vincent p_assts_ Elvis De­
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labs & studios Bellevue Path" Quebec (1972) Inc.. 
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cals Film Opticals (Quebec) Ltee songs "Teddy Bear" 
(Gladys music), Aaron King; "Love me tender" (Elvis 
Presley music), Aaron King; "Memphis Tennessee" 
(arc music), Aaron King; "Clawdy Miss Clawdy" (arc 
music), Aaron King; "That's the touch of a king". "Let's 
go on move", composed by Aaron King; mus. Elvis 
Picotte, Elvis Plouffe, Elvis Lavigne, Elvis Menard 
voice Monique King sd_studio Jean Sauvageau. tnx_ 
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