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by Chris Majka

his month, 1 would like to
T take a look at the Centre
for Art Tapes, a Halifax-
based organization with a
pioneering role in art video.
The Centre for Art Tapes has
been in existence since the
mid-1970s when it shared
quarters with the Atlantic
Filmmakers Coop at the now
famous Argyle House. At that
time the Centre for Art Tapes
was solely an exhibition facil-
ity for “art” video tapes and
performance art with a new
technology slant. Through
programs with visiting artists
and by screening of video
tapes from across Canada and
around the world, the Centre
for Art Tapes was the first or-
ganization in this part of
Canada to create an awareness
of video as an art form. In the
course of doing so, it estab-
lished for itself a solid reputa-
tion as an exhibition facility.
In the fall of 1982 Argyle
House was sold and the occup-
ants had to find, as they say in
Britain, new digs. In the case of
Centre for Art Tapes the
change of locale, as well as the
demise of the NFB-supported
“Video Theatre” in Halifax,

brought about an important
change in its goals and ac-
tivities. The Centre found a
new home in the Alexandra
Centre, a former school in the
northern part of the city,
which now houses several
community organizations, and
there was a decision on the
part of the Board of Directors
to become involved in video
production as well as exhibi-
tion. This has been facilitated
by the much increased space
that the Centre now has. In the
building are a gallery-exhibi-
tion space, a screening room,
the beginings of a video and
printed material library, two
offices, an equipment room,
one editing suite (and another
one in the making), a video
production studio, and a sound
booth.

Through a combination of
scrounging and various grants,
the Centre has acquired a quite
adequate and workable collec-
tion of video cameras, decks,
tripods, lights and various
other bits and pieces of pro-
duction gear in both *:" and
2" formats. Their video pro-
duction facility is the first “al-
ternative” studio of its kind in
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this area and has an excellent
lighting grid, a good quality 8-
track recording and 16-track
mixing board, and a versatile
editing suite complete with
time-base corrector. It is avail-
able to producer-members of
Centre for Art Tapes, commu-
nity organizations, and inde-
pendent sound and video pro-
ducers in the region at very
nominal costs and makes it
possible for professional qual-
ity “art-video” productions to
take place here.

At the same time that the
Centre for Art Tapes changed
premises, it also expanded its
mandate to include not only
video but also audio produc-
tion and exhibition. This has
lead to its involvement each
yvear in the “Audio by Artists”
Festival which took place for
the fourth year in a row during
this past March, as well as in
numerous other audio installa-
tions at their exhibition space
and audio productions at their

studio.
Fran Schuebrooke, who

makes things happen in Halifax
art and media circles, has just
taken over as the new co-or-
dinator of the Centre and, in
conversation, she told me that
during the next year an impor-
tant priority is to greatly ex-
pand the exhibition schedule
and to bring a greater variety
of visiting artists to the Centre.
The intent of this is to try and
stimulate the local arts com-
munity in terms of the poten-
tial of this medium and thereby
to make more extensive use of
the facilities which the Centre
for Art Tapes has available.
The Centre has areas of
overlapping interest with a
number of organizations. They
cooperate with the Atlantic
Filmmakers Coop in the publi-
cation of Callboard, a newslet-
ter on film and video in the
province. It also cooperates
with Eye-level Gallery,
Halifax’s alternative pgallery
space, on exhibitions and festi-
vals, with Dalhousie’s Experi-
mental Music Studio, with the
video section of the Nova
Scotia College of Art and De-
sign (NSCAD), and with the
Filmography project of the
Nova Scotia Provincial ar-
chives. All of these relation-
ships are important in that, for
example, the Centre for Art
Tapes is the only facility in this
area where students of the ex-
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MONTREAL — The 5th Inter
national Festival of Films in Art,
scheduled for March 24-29,
1987, is calling for submissions
of film or videos that deal with
painting, sculpture, architec
ture, design, crafts, museology,
photography, cinema, dance,
music, theatre or literature.

perimental music program, or
of the video section of NSCAD,
who have completed their
studies, can continue to pursue
their artistic interests.

The Centre is also itself in-
volved in education through
its workshop programme. It
organizes periodic workshops,
both on an introductory level,
for individuals and community
organizations who are in-
terested in learning to- use
video, and on a more advanced
level for producers in the reg-
ion. This has led to a number of
productions being generated
by groups such as MUMS

(Mothers United for Metro
Shelter) which address local
social, economic, or political
concerns.

The Centre for Art Tapes
may at times spread itself too
thin or find itself all over the
places in terms of its activities;
however, it fills a needed space
within the media community,
In this era of high-tech equip-
ment and importance of the
media, it is heartening to know
that this organization is bring-
ing that technology within the
reach of people who want to
explore its artistic or socio-
political potential.
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