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Sask merger premature 
TORONTO - The timing just 
isn't right for a merger of the 
Yorkton film festival with a re
cently formed umbrella group 
representing much of Sas
katchewan's film industry, 
some festival officials say. 

But the president of the Sa
skatchewan Motion Picture in
dustries As.sociation (SMPlA) 
says the proposal should go 
ahead. 
. Don list, president of SMPlA 
and also a Yorkton festival 
board member, said the 
merger "could not be at a more 
opportune time." In an inter
view with Cinema Canada, 
list said both the federal and 
the Saskatchewan govern
ments are preparing responses 
to a cultural development 
study that will have a signifi
cant impact on the province's 
film industry. 

A merger of Yorkton and 
SMPlA would provide a 
stronger voice for the film in
dustry at a time when the gov
ernment is reviewing the fund
ing of the province's motion 
picture, recording and publish
ing sectors, list added. 

But some officials with the 
Yorkton Short Film and Video 

Festival, which is holding its 
22nd anniversary this fall, say a 
merger proposal is premature. 

Mavis MacDonald, acting 
executive director of the festi
val, said Yorkton 's board of di
rectors rejected a merger 
proposal by SMPlA earlier this 
year. She said Yorkton does not 
agree with the content or the 
way the proposal was pre
sented. 

MacDonald said she would 
like to hold meetings with 
SMPlA, the provincial govern
ment, the Saskatchewan film 
pool and Yorkton to discuss 
the merger proposal. 

"We will certainly be help
ing SMPlA any way we can, but 
a merger at this time - no," she 
said. 

Ian Reid, a board member of 
the Yorkton festival and also a 
member of SMPlA, said the in
dustry association proposal 
does not have a mandate from 
the general membership of the 
group. Reid said he would 
want to go over any proposal 
for a merger with a fine-tooth 
comb adding that "Certainly it 
should wait until members of 
SMPlA discuss it." He said a 
meeting is scheduled for the 
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fall. to lobby the government. 

Reid said SMPlA, which was 
formed in November 1985 and 
which represents 45-50 
member· o rganizations, has an 
important role to play in lob
bying the government for the 
province's film industry. He 
added the merger proposal 

should not be a key goal for the 
industry association at this 
time. 

MacDonald said the Yorkton 
festival , w hich since 1979 has 
been a forum for Canadian pro
ductions only, exists for the 
film industry and filmmakers, 
while SIMPlA is more geared 

List said an economic reg
ional development agreement 
involving several federal and 
provincial government minis
tries has been in the works 
since November 1985. Al
though recommendations, 
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which are expected to outline 
government financial support 
for the film industry, will prob
ably not be revealed for 1 2 
months or more, the film in
dustry in Saskatchewan should 
co-operate now, List explain
ed. 

c 
He said SMPlA would re

spect the tradition of the 
Yorkton festival under any 
merger and wouldn't want to 
move the festival to another lo
cation in the province as some 
fear. 

"Yorkton has that unique
ness ... We don't want to take 

I N E M A 
that away," List said. 

He said that he didn't think 
the proposals for a merger 
should be a surprise and that 
the idea was not pushed on 
anyone. Ust said many of the 
goals of Yorkton festival and 
SMPlA are the same. 

"I think that the kind of at-

G 
titude I'm trying to suggest ... is 
that only through cooperation 
can we grow." List said the 
province does not need a split 
in the film community and 
added that he supports the ef
forts of the Yorkton festival. 

Reid, in reaction to an ear
lier Cinema Canada story that 
appeared in the July/August 
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1986 edition, said he is con
cerned about comments that 
SMPIA could capture Yorkton's 
Provincial Cultural Organiza
tion (PCO) number. The PCO 
number is needed to get access 
to funds from Saskatchewan's 
lotteries corporation. 

In response to comments by 
a SMPlA board member in the 
previous story stating that "We 
all feel Yorkton could be a bit 
more than it is," Reid replied 
"SMPIA is not all it could be." 
He explained that SMPlA 
should stick to issues such as 
those underlined by the recent 
study of Saskatchewan's film 
industry. 

List said that Yorkton is a 
major recipient of government 
funds and that the industry as
sociation is attempting to get 
its own official status in order 
to get government funding. 

List, who is a filmmaker and 
also president of the Indepen
dent Film and Video Alliance, 
said the film industry in Sas
katchewan is being tossed 
around at present. He said the 
current developments in the 
province 's film industry indi
cate more than a single con
troversy and instead point 
more to the evolution of a 
growing area of the province's 
culture. 

The Yorkton festival wants 
support, Reid said, but it 
doesn't want SMPlA to take 
over. While List sees im
mediate benefits to the merger 
proposal, Reid, also a film
maker, is not so sure. 

"I don't immediately see the 
benefits, but I'm open to be 
convinced. " 

On the question of changes 
coming to the Yorkton festival, 
MacDonald said an interna
tional display of films, which 
would not be included in the 
competition, will be held at 
next year's event. 

Applications 
pour into OFDC 
TORONTO A Cinema 
Canada story on the Founda
tion to Underwrite New Drama 
for Pay Television; which ap
peared in the July/August 1986 
edition, incorrectly quoted an 
Ontario Film Development 
Corporation offiCial. 

The article quoted the 
OFDC official as saying two 
complete applications for 
script writing projects in de
velopment were received as of 
April 3. 

In fact, up to the end of the 
first quarter on June 30, 1986, 
the OFDC had received 78 ap
plications that are sufficiently 
documented to begin proces
sing. Since the ornc opened, 
that number amounts to at 
least one application per day 
that is complete enough for 
evaluation by the provincial 
film development corporation. 


