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SHOOT ALBERTA 
by Stacey Bertles 

L
oyalties. Anne Wheeler 's 
first feature, premiered 
late September to positive 

reviews and good audiences -
except in Toronto and Van­
couver. Universal acclaim 
hasn't seemed to help it in 
those centres, although 
Wheeler said the box office is 
"holding steady" in Winnipeg 
and Calgary. It 's been ex­
tremely popular in Edmo nton, 

Wheeler 's ho me town. 
Loyalties' success in Canada 

w ill d e termine d istribu tion in 
the United States. It's also 
slated for release in Britain and 
Australia. 

Wheeler is c urrently shop­
ping fo r a p roducer for By e ' 
Bye Blues, her fea ture script 
about the romances between 
rural Albertans and the army 
trainees posted here du ring 

N E M A 
WWII. She's also working on a 
feature for Atlantis called Cow­
boys Don't Cry. 

On The Ed ge , a half- hour 
drama w ritten, directed, and 
p roduced by Franc iS Dam­
berger , was screened Oct­
ober 6. It's a study of a suicid al 
teenager and the cast includes 
Thomas Peacocke (Genie w in­
ner for The Hounds o f Notre 
Da me). Damberger is making 
a name for himself. His fi rst 
drama, Rat Tales , aired on 
CBC last season. Edge w ill be 
shown this fall. In the mean-

HOw about Mobile Image 
for openers? 
Your TV Shows 
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and on-line editing 
for your Television 
Programming, 
Mobile Image . . . 
the affordable video 
production house. 
Ask about our new demo tape. 
Call 416/591 -1400 
for openers . 

G 
t ime, Damberger and h is co m­
pany of Young Alberta Film 
Makers are developing some 
feature length scripts. 

Dave Win ning, Damberger 's 
Calgary counterpart, has "al­
most" secured d istrib ution for 
his fi rst fea ture . Sto rm pre­
miered at the Montreal fil m 
festival las t year to rave re ­
views. Winning has received 
offers fro m companies in 
Canada, the U.S. and even 
Japan. Production of Flash 
Frame , his nex t fea ture, has 
been postpo ned until spring 

There 's no other word about 
upcoming prod uc tions in Cal­
gary. Ha m ilto n 's Quest, th e 
$2 million series developed by 
a consortium of CTV affiliates, 
w rapped August 15. Golden 
Harves t, a CBS made-for-TV 
movie, fini shed September 18. 

Stingray, the NBC series 
produced by Stephen ). Can­
nell 's production company, 
w ill shoot until mid- October. 
That deadline may be pushed 
back if the seven episode 
series, starring Nick Mancuso, 
is extended to 10 or 13. 

Aside from Stingray, there 's 
not much productio n in Cal­
gary. As o ne local put it, "the 
whole ( Calgary) film commu­
nity is in Vancouver, working 
on Airwolf. " 

So far the biggest local pro­
duction starting up will be 
Stone Fox, an NBC TV movie 
produced by Edmonton-based 
Allarcom and Taft Entertain­
ment. The five week shoot is 
scheduled to begin November 
3, although locations haven't 
been confirmed. 

Stone Fox is an adaptation 
of a children's story by John 
Reynolds Gardiner. NBC is air­
ing it in the Sunday night time 
slot (March 1) as an experi­
ment. Producers are hoping it 
will break through and create a 
demand for family entertain­
ment. 

Bo Ho films , a subsiduary of 
the Golden Harvest Group, is 
bringing ano ther feature to Al­
berta. Unlike Paper Marriage, 
which sho t in Edmo nton last 
summer, it is no t Canad ian fi ­
nanced. Production is tenta­
tively scheduled to begin mid­
November. Locat ions include a 
p rison in Lethbridge, a cadet 
camp in Banff, and an army 
camp in Edmonton. The extent 
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of Kicking Horse 's involve­
ment w ith production isn 't de­
fin ite, since Arvi Liimatainen, 
p roduction supervisor on 
Paper Marr iage, may have 
o ther commitments. Among 
them is Pok er Night, a fea ture 
about a single career woman 
w ho becomes pregnant. It was 
wri tte n by Kath erine Neilsen 
of Vancouver and Liimatainen 
has been developing it as a pet 
project. 

The Haunting Of Hamil­
ton High, Sim com 's 53 1/ 2 

nonsequel to Prom Night, 
w rapped late in September. 
The suspense/mystery, di­
rec ted by Bruce Pittman, is 
par t of a three picture deal 
backed by Simcom and Allar­
com. Higher Education, a 
comedy, and Blind Side, a 
psycho logical thriller, are 
slated for p roduction in To ­
ronto. 

Altho ugh L.A. special effects 
wiz Jim Doyle ( A Nightmare 
On Elm Street) w as recruited 
for Haunting, producer Ray 
Sager insists that "it's not a 
slasher." Some of the trickier 
effects included a scene where 
a girl is swallowed by a 
blackboard and the ghost of a 
mutilated prom queen who 
rises from the bo dy of another. 
Four Edmonton schools com­
prised Hamilton High, which 
"becomes a character of its 
own." 

Caplan-Sauvageau 
cant. from p_ 48 

National Archives, unread. In 
the w eek that MacDonald suc­
ceeded Masse as minister of 
Communications, one highly 
placed federal appointee 
suggested that the entire re­
port would be supressed, 
never to be made public. 

Now , due to the autho ri ty 
with which it is w ritten and 
the care with which its recom­
mendations are backed w ith 
statistics and carefull y reason­
ed argument, the Caplan­
Sauvageau Report has imposed 
itself as one of the most impor­
tant documents dealing w ith 
broadcasting and cultu re to be 
commissioned by any Cana­
dian gove rnment . It has be­
come Vi rtually impossible fo r 
the curre nt government not to 
give it due considcratio n . 
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