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FRONTS WEST ' 
" _. , . by Kath.ryn Allison , 

C 
luis Bruyere, the newly 
elec ted President () f the 
British Colum bia Film and 

Video Associatio n ( BCFlA), at
tended the CBC regional p ro · 
duce rs meeting (held in Win
nipeg o n j anuary 19) as a rep
resentative of the BC sector of 
the new Western coalition of 
indepe nde nt prod ucers' o r
ganiza ti on .~ , ACRIM PLA ( Al

li ance of Canadi an Regio nal 
Motio n Pic ture Ind ustri es As· 
sociatio n ). 

Also attending fro m Van
couve r were Wayne Sterloff 
(Telefilm ) and Ro n Devio n, Di· 
rector of Television ( Van
couve r plant ). AC RlMPLA reps 
had been invited to parti cipate 
in one day of talks concerning 
the fa ilure of Telefilm mo ney 
to filte r down to independent 
regional producers throu gh 
the CBC. 

While the meeting was no n
co nfrontational, the basic cen
trali st philosophy of both Tele
fil m and the CBC was seen as 
the major problem fac ing inde
pendent regio nal producers. 
Before the meeting, CBC 
peop le handed o ut their in 
house doc umen t o n Telefilm 
proj ect gu idelines which , 
Bruyere reports, were then 
openly discussed by ACRlM 
PLA reps. 

"What it boiled down to was 
that the ne twork comes first at 
the CBC, and that there's no 
room fo r fea tu re prod uction in 
the CBC's regio nal plants ," 
co mmented Bruyere. 

One no te in the sectio n o n 
Development ill uminated the 
state of regio nal dec ision-mak
ing: "If it appears that a p roject 
may be of such large scale that . 
it may req uire mo re than S500 
development, this must be ap· 
proved by Brian O'Leary (Net
work Directo r of Televisio n )." 
ACRlMPLA reps politely 
suggested that regional deci
sion-making over the 5500 
mark would be a worthy goal 
for the Corpo ratio n. They also 
suggested that it would be 
mo re equi table fo r the regions 
if the network expanded its in · 
te rest in regional dramas to 
formats longer than o ne hour. 

TIle Telefilm Feature Fil m 
fund was desc ribed as having 
too rigid a mandate , wh ich 
contributed to its underutiliza
ti on by regional producers and 
the subsequent millions of dol
lars leftover at the end of the 
1986 ' funding year. ACRI MPLA 
reps would like to see a por
tio n o f that leftover mo ney ear
marked for the regio ns and 
more co-operatio n be tween 
CBC and Telefilm to pump up 
regional productio n. 

While CBC regio nal direc
tors have a directive trom 

juneau to listen , take no tes and 
co nsider the independe nce 
suggestio ns, Bru yere hedged 
whe n asked if the ACRlM PIA 
reps were hopeful or de jec ted 
after the mee ting. "1 fee l that it 
was an ini tial discussion, and 
can 't really say what I think 
w ill happe n until the nex t 
meeting some time in Ma rch . 
and after Flo ra Mac Donald 's 
Feb. 13 ann ouncement on the 
use of Telefilm 's S25 milli on. 
Certainly some members of 
our coalition are more op ' 
timistic than othe rs." 

Happily, Bruyere 's fea ture 
Shelley , whose sale to the 
Vancouver regio n of the CBC 
had been stalled over a low 
CBC offer and the corpora· 
tio n's incl inat ion to cut it into 
three parts, ended happily 
early in Febru ary when it was 
sold intact for the Lies from 
lotus l and seri es fo r a bette r 
price . It w ill air March 28 in 
the regio n. With a sale to 
Global completed, Bruyere 
now faces selling it to Super
channeVFirst Cho ice in the 
midst of the CBC- Pay TV bat
tle . (Apparentl y, SuperchanneV 
First Choice wo n't b uy any· 
thing that 's had a fi rst ru n on 
CBC Citing bad experiences 
w ith a coupl e of recent pro 
jec'ts o ut of Alberta.) 

When he 's no t o ut lo bbying, 
Bruyere is bus)' wri ting - he 
just fi nished h is second draft of 
Cinde re lla Balle r ina, his 
for thcoming feature which got 
Superchannel development 
money. He 's waiting to hear 
from o ne of the two BC d is
tributors he 's p itched it to, and 
says that if o ne respo nds 
qu ickly, he could be shooting 
the feature in April or Ma\·. He 
also has fi n ished an action fea
ture that wi ll be sho t in Sas
katchewan and BC this sum· 
mer. It is being developed by 
Jo natho n Prangley's co mpany, 
Man Tracks, which has got se\'
e ral pro jects on the go , incl ud · 
ing a teen comedy feature 
being sc ripted by Phil Savath . 

Another SuperchanneVFirst 
Cho ice deve lopment fund re 
Cipie nt is Peg Campbell , who is 
in the treatment stage o n a fea
ture which she describes as "a 
conceptual murde r mystery 
abo ut a single mothe r private 
eye who investigates th e death 
of a relat ionship ." She and co
producer Peggy l1lompson have 
three o the r wri ters worki ng o n 
the script ' ''ith them: Peter 
Eliot Weiss, Banu ta Rubess and 
Raymond Dang. They plan to 
workshop it in Vancouver and 
Toronto this spring. 

Congratulations to the BC 
Genie nominees Peg 
Campbell's It's a Party and 
Wendy Tilby's Tables of Con-

• 
te n t: as ~'d l , three o ut of the 
total of five nomi nated 
documentari es are fro m BC -
Ste \'e de Nure 's Ranch - the 
Alan Woods Ranch Pro je ct. 
Kirk Tougas ' Return to De
pa rture. and Chri ~ Bruye re 's 
Da ds a nd J(jd s . As \~ 'e1I , 

MicllJe l Conway Baker 's score 
fo r John and the Missu s was 
no minated , and Vancouver's 
\Vinston Rekert got nominated 

Jor best actor in a leading role 
fo r The Blue Man. 

According to Cari Green , Di
rector of the Canadian Film
makers Distributio n Wes t the 
t\\"() hottest se lle rs these days 
are de Nure 's Ranch and 
Tilby's Tables of Content. 
1986 was a good year fo r the 
CFDW, with to tal sales this 
year coming in at S82,595 .00. 

She says that th e CFDW has 
had increaSing success w ith 
the te levision market, and re
ports not ,only an increase in 
CS buys ( through their C.S. 
distributo r Coe Film Associates 
in New York ), but an increase 
in b uying by local broadcas te rs 
and th e CBC network ( thanks 
to co ntinu ing inte rest by Rena 
Krawagna at the corpo ration) . 

Green, w ho has been work
ing closely w ith Tom Howe in 
co-distributing a series called 
North Ame rican Indian Por
traits , is going to Saskatche
wan Film Week (March 9- 16) 
,,'here she and Ho,, 'e w ill give 
workshops on the ir jo int work 
on the native series, as well as 
outline access to markets for 
new independent productio ns. 

Green will also go to Regina 
and work w ith the Saskatche
wan Film Pool to introduce 
them to po tential buyers and 
illustrate how the CFDW has 
been expand ing into th e edu 
cational and tel evision mar· 
ke ts. She recentl y comple ted 
sim ilar work wi th the Atlantic 
Filmmakers Co- op , and picked 
up two films from the re -
Linda j oy-Busby's linda Joy 
and Heather MacLead 's World 
In Edgewise . 

In June she will be leaving 
he r post at . the CFDW and 
plans to work in the private 
secto r. 

To m Howe is no longer the 
o nly Vancouve r distribu tor 
now that Marilyn Cole is up 
and runni ng w ith MCM , but he 
is ce rtainly th e fas test moving 
one . He's been expanding into 
produc tion financing as well as 
hitting all the major markets in 
the States. Apparently respo nse 
to his wares was very positive 
at the NATPE market in New 
Orleans, w ith some serious 
nibbles at the Breakaway 
series pilo t p roduced by Terry 
David Mulligan and David Fos
te r's company, Fame. 

Now Howe is getting ready 
for the Ame rican Film Market 
(AFM ) to which he is taking 
fi ve feature pro jects, including 
David Winning's latest script 
Flash Frame, Vic Nicolle 's 
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First Seasons, Marv New
land's Tunes Times Nine, and 
two from Petra - Visa and 
Matinee Massacre. 

Tom Ughtburn (form ely 
with Norstar and Cineplex 
Odeon) is joining Howe at the 
AFM to work on those pro
jects. The two have been talk
ing about doing business to
gether for some time but this 
will be their first real whack at 
pooling their skills and making 
some deals. Howe has also in
vited old pal Melanie Friesen 
(former head of creative devel
opment at MGMIUA's London 
office) to the market to assist 
him in developing film pro
jects and to identity feature 
material to distribute in Cana
da. 

Booths for fi\"e Canadian dis
tributors at the market were 
o rganized by Telefilm - two of 
them wi ll be from Vancouver. 

Diane Neufeld and Brent 
Clackson (BC Film Commis
sion) will attend the "Loca
tions Expo" part of the AFM. 
They put on their carnival 
barker hats with other Film 
Commissioners peddling their 
wares to the producers who 
stroll in and out of the Market. 

She and Clackson will also 
partiCipate in the "Producers 
Breakfast" which was initiated 
three years ago by IA TSE 891 's 
boy wonder business manager 
George Chapman. The break
fast information meeting, held 
during the market week 
(March 3 this year), draws 50 
to 100 producers who get spe
cific questions answered about 
shooting in BC The result of 
this one is expected to be con
sistent with the past two years 
- four to six productions (pro
ducers?) in the bag. 

• 

Barbara Janes, the new Direc
tor of the Vancouver branch of 
the NFB, reports that they are 
well underway with two short 
dramas. The Vancouver plant 
produced its first drama last 
year (Differences) and is con
tinuing the new foray into 
drama with Peg Campbell 's 
S200,000 Nuclear Fear film 
which shoots this March. 
Peggy Thompson was super
vising writer, with co-writers 
Raymond Dang and Banuta 
Rubess. Jennifer Torrence is 
the producer. It will be in
cluded as part of a series called 
Home Movies, for kids be
tween 11 and 13. Aside from 
Differences and Nuclear 
Fear, all the other segments 
are from Ontario. 

The first of a series of teen
age dramas is in the first draft 
stage for the Board. Annie 
O'Donoghue will direct the 
20-minute drama on teenage 
pregnancy which is being 
scr ipted by Tricia Finn. Script 
consultant is Sandy Wilson. 

52 /Cinema Canada - March 1987 

c I N E M A G • 
Shooting will take place in May 
and June. 

Bill Maylone is directing a 
series of six eight-minute films 
for kindergarten-age children 
which is aimed at "reaffirming 
scientific curiosity in kids. " 
George Johnson is producing 
those. Haida Paul finished 
shooting a half-hour documen
tary on PMS, which she di
rected and will edit. Before 
that she had co-directed 
another documentary on 
menopause. 

Moira Simpson will direct a 
new program of sex education 
films for kids in Grades 5-6, 
which will follow-up the popu
lar Feeling Yes, Feeling No 
series. 

The Pacific Cinematheque 
and Pra..xis are co-hosting a 
screenwriters' workshop in 
late February, with public lec
tures to be given by Kit Carson 
(Paris, Texas), Stewart 
Kaminsky, Sharon Riis (Loyal
ties) and Joan Micklin Silver 

(Chilly Scenes of Winter ). As 
well, there will be a practical 
seminar for selected screen
writers to work on specific 
scripts. 

Patrick Ramsay of Marathon 
Productions Inc. is pushing the 
sound end of his business with 
the help of a time-code 
NAGRA tape recorder. Accord
ing to Ramsay, people are 
more aware of the type of 
audio quality they can get 
these days, with TV series like 
Danger Bay being done in 

;' 

stereo, and the advent of digi
tal audio. The problem is that 
the new technology baffles a 
lot of people who are reticent 
about jumping in and spending 
a lot of money learning the 
ropes. Ramsay says his time
code NAGRA is the highest 
quality portable production 
tape recorder available, and 
he's used it on several videos 
already with superb results. He 
plans to get into more audio 
production of rock videos on 
the Coast. 

Here are the products 
that make it happen! 
• Lighting Filters • Painting 

• Projections • Dance Floors 

• Screens • Stage Platforms 

• Designer Materials • Special Effects 

• Fog and Smoke • Computer Software 

For further details contact Rosco or your local authorized Rosco dealer 
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