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Don Lake and Stephan Wodoslawsky share some of that masculine mystique 
in Something About Love 

qualities invested, why doesn't this film soar? 
The answer is in the very balance that keeps 

the enterprise afloat. The film lacks tension. The 
relationships may teeter but never capsize into 
passion. Everything is clear, accessible, 
up-front, middle-of-the-road. 

The good news is that Something About Love is 
not a loser. But it ain't a winner, either, 1I's 
another tie. I suspect it's a tie because the 
filmmakers are not playing the right game. 

At these budgets they should be making 
alternative films: singleminded originals that do 
not strive for balance but excess; risk-taking 
films that tum oulto be either surprise successes 
or ambitious failures. They should be making 
anything but balanced, controlled mainstream 
product that makes no waves because it just 
doesn 't have enough current going for it. 

There is one sequence in Something Abou! Love 
that shows the potential of glorious excess. 
Father and son are taken through a therapy 
centre for Alzheimer victims. A documentary 
camera explores the faces of old people singing 
Tipperary and the track continues under Wally 
and his father's journey home on the ferryboat. 
11 is a transcendent moment, more Canadian and 
more powerful than 10 times 90 minutes of our 
mainstream feature films. The team that made 
Something Abou! Love is more than capable of 
creating a winner. H they could only lose their 
sense of balance .... 
Paul Gottlieb • 
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PAT THOMPSON 

SPRING SKY MURAL 

T
he Council Chamber ofMississauga' s City 
HaIl boasts a distinctive mural depicting 
The Great Bear and the Seven Hunters - a 

tale of long ago told by Indians along the banks 
of the Mississauga. Optically lit, it is exactly the 
view of the spring sky during June. Sharon 
Mc{ann, the creator of this mural, talks clearly 
and forcibly about her inspiration for this 
ambitious project and how it was realized. 
Though terrified of heights, Mc{ann found that 
the challenge of getting the mural on the cwved 
ceiling was so absorbing that she forgot her fear. 

The design was finalized in a year and then 
took four weeks to install. A number of artists 
were each allotted a block of the mural, and 
chalked in the outlines from gridded drawings 
which were then painted. Not as easy as it 
sounds, up on a scaffolding, arms raised and 
sometimes with one artist holding a template 
and another tracing ttom it! 

This pleasurable little film weaves together 
some interesting facts from the mural's creator 
with glimpses of the artists at work, creating a 
beauteous blue ceiling with drawings in gold, 
and douds and twinkling stars, and the vision 
accompanied by some apposite choral and string 
music. As well as being a useful record of an 
artistic endeavour, it's also intriguing and easy 
to watch. 
p. co. Fine Cuts Productions. p.ld. Maurizio Belli. CJlm. 

Stephen Smith. 17 nUns. 16mm1314" NHS. With assistance 
from the Ontario Arts Council. Distn'butor: Marlin Motion 
Pictures Ltd. , 211 WatiineAve., Ste. 200, Toronto. Ontario, 
Ont IAZ 11'3 (416) 890-15()J 

The Bloor CinettUl in Toronto continues to support 
UIT(Liaison of Independent Filmmakers of Toronto! 
and showed a second program of films by five of its 
members this summer. 

THE INSIDE FILE 

David Watson, host of a TV news program 
The Inside Fele, features the mysterious 
disappearance of Karen Kotterdam, a 

popular newsperson. Intrigued by the rumour 
that she had a personal conversation with Jesus 
Christ, Watson zeroes in on a quiet, ordinary 
surburban house. With his cameraman 
hovering, he buttonholes a young woman 
getting out of a car in the driveway - she denies 
being the missing Karen. Watson then tracks 
down a Marxist aunt who, in an interview, 
denounces right-wing yuppies and airs a 
number of other strong opinions, but gives no 
clue as to her niece's whereabouts. 

This ~tt1e fiction is competently turned out 
but, ultimately, the storyline is flaccid and 
unengaging. One cares little about the fate of 
Karen Kotterdam, which is left up in the air. 
A film by Richard Mackenzie. 21 rnins. 16rnm 

TREE TALE 

A 
girl climbs into her favourite tree to 

escape from it all. But her refuge is far 
from quiet, and various disturbances 

include a wandering bag lady and a rolling baIl 
of knitting wool. A slightly fey, but pleasant 
black-and-white fable. 
A film by Amy Bodman. 12 nUns. b&w, 16mm. 

WHATrS IT TAKE 

A 
look at a young black boxer who turned 
professional a year ago and is now aiming 
for a shot at the Canadian Lightweight 

Championship. Although not too articulate, he 
knows that in spite of being seen all over 
Ontario, he needs more experience and says 
flatly, "I don't want to be a coloured person, I 
want to be a somebody. " His trainer cannot 
make a living from boxing alone and has tried 
many businesses, but says " the antique business 
suits my personality. " 

The edgy relationship between the two comes 
across well, The trainer is a disciplinarian and 
wants his word to be law; the boxer says he 
knows what is best as he drives off to Atlantic 
City to look up a girlfriend. A fight at Toronto's 
5t. Lawrence Centre leads to the pair parting 
with some recriminations. The boxer feels he 
has been financially ripped off, and that his 
trainer doesn 't understand his "style" of 
fighting. The trainer is resigned - he's seen all 
these young fighters and their problems 
before .. . 

Not a new documentary subject, to be sure, 
and the protagonists are far from dynamic, but 
the film does succeed in capturing this seedy and 
sad underworld in a realistic manner. 
A film by Peter Vinet 34 nUns. 16rnm. 
These three films available from Canadian Filmmakers 
Distribution Centre, 67·A Portland St , Toronto M5Y 2M9 
(416) 593-ltm 

FAT MANffHIN MAN 

O h, a lot of empathizing goes on while 
watching this small epic! The Fat Man 
loves the vast amounts of food he stores 

in his pride and joy - a spiffy 1950s refrigerator_ 
Amid gargantuan feasts his alter ego, The Thin 
Man, gives endless trouble, and is everywhere, 
nagging and hounding him. The Thin Man 
ultimately desires The Fat Man's prized 
possession, and goes to great lengths to try and 
succeed in his ambition. 

A funny moral tale, not side-splitting, but well 
done, with lots of thought and food. And who 
could notlove a film in which the inimitable (and 
thin) Gerry Quigley appears? 
A film by Derek Rogers. 21 rnins. 16mm. I. p. Walter Villa 
(The Fat Man), Gerry Quigley (The Thin Man) ANilability: 
Derek Rogers (416) 979-9381 

HEART OF THE FOREST 

The fifth film in the program, by Linda 
Outcalt and Adrienne Mitchell, has 
already been favourably reviewed in 

Cinema uruu}Q #150. 
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