
how gross 
the box office ? 

Cinema Canada believes that getting at the 
facts is one of the means by which the ma
gazine can render service to the industry. 
Statistics tend to speak for themselves, and 
knowing what the score is helps us all as 
we continue to ponder the future of filming 
in Canada. The following article is the first 
installment of what shall appear as a 
monthly feature in following issues: the pu
blication of box-office grosses. 

Compiled by Del Mehes 
and Connie Tadros 

Publishing box-office grosses - the total revenues a film 
earns through ticket sales at the box office - is a risky 
business indeed. The figures published by Cinema Canada 
are, to the best of our knowledge, exact. They have come 
to us from distributors, exhibitors and the Canadian Film 
Development Corporation. 

The information we requested from the distributors was 
the following: the box-office grosses on a few of the films 
which had done the best business in the period covered 
(from 15 Jan. to 15 Feb.) and all information on any Cana
dian films in distribution. 

It should be said, however, that there is no law in Canada 
which obliges exhibitors or distributors to reveal the box-
office figures, and therefore, we are working on an honor 
system. And many will say that this is unfair, that the re
sults are unreliable. 

The attitudes of distributors differed greatly one from 
another, as we called to gather the figures. Many were happy 
to provide the figures and felt that discussions about film 
distribution in Canada will become more lucid when the 
public has access to the box-office figures. We thank those 
distributors who gave us their ready cooperation. 

Others were more hesitant and, although they felt that 
the idea was a good one, were not ready to give us the figures 
until some sort of objective monitoring system was set up. 
It was the familiar, "I'll-give-you-the-correct-figures-but-my-
competitor-will-lie" line. Since there is little hope of an 
objective monitoring system in the near future, we can only 
hope that these distributors will soon change their minds. 

Then there were the modest men. It is no secret that cer
tain films — Spermula, for example - make a pile of money 
for the distributor. And this distributor is, most often, a 
Canadian-owned distributor and not an American 'major' 

company. Several distributors, however, were reluctant to 
have the name of their companies associated with the ex
ploitation films which they distribute. They preferred not 
to give us those box-office results, despite the fact that, 
commercially, these results compare favorably to those 
of the 'major' distributors. 

And then there were the intellectual objections. "Box-
office grosses mean nothing by themselves. One needs to 
know the total production budget. And the advertising budget. 
And there should be some mention of the distribution agree
ment the company has with the foreign sales agent from whom 
he got the film... "And on and on. 

To the latter objections, Cinema Canada can simply state 
that we'll be glad to publish additional information as it is 
made available. But let's start with first things first, and 
get at the box-office grosses. 

Connie Tadros 

"Gross (gros), adj., 1. without deductions (opposed to 
net): gross profits; gross sales. 2. unqualified; com
plete; rank: a gross scoundrel. 3. flagrant and ex
treme: gross injustice. 4. indelicate, indecent, ob
scene or vulgar: gross remarks. 5. lacking in refine
ment, good manners, education, etc.; unrefined. 6. 
large, big or bulky. 7. extremely or excessively fat. 
8. thick; dense; heavy: gross vegetation. 9, of or con
cerning only the broadest or most general considera
tions, aspects, etc, ,.." 

- The Random House Dictionary 
of the English Language, 1967 
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