Trade News

Broadcast bill tabled

Canadaisaboutto getits first broadcasting
act since 1968, an astonishing delay
considering the sweeping changes in the
field over the past 20 years. Communica-
tions minister Marcel Masse's new bill is
essentially the same as the one which died
on the order paper lastfall ........ 26

Ontario to create
film centre

The province of Ontario has announced
the merger of the Ontario Film Institute
(OFI) with the Festival of Festivals to
create a new, Ontario centre for film
culture. OFT founder Gerald Pratley
would have preferred a stand-alone
insfitution, but he's optimistic neverthe-
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The question of quotas

European foreign ministers decided last
month not to legislate television content
quotas for the post-1992 market.
However, they did issue a programming
directive. Canadian policy-makers,
concerned about the status of co-produc-
tions under the new rules, playeda partin
the deliberations at the Paris conference
which preceeded the ministers’ meeting,
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Valenti praises
Canadian talent,

raps government action

Speaking in Toronto, American lobbyist
Jack Valenti predictably praised Canadian
efforts such as the Advanced Centre for
Film Studies, and warned against
government infervention. However,
Valenti refused comment on the soon to
be reintroduced Film Products Import-
ation act, Some observers suggest it's
because he'sactually quite happy with the
revised bill, which was watered down to

ease passage of the Free Trade Agree-
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COVER: Filmmaker Lulu Keating on
location in Zimbabwe for her first
feature, The Midday Sun.
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